2011 TMS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Old Refectory, University College London

Wednesday 16th November 2011
TMS President, M. Paul Smith, opened the AGM by welcoming members (numbering 57) and guests.  This was followed by Society business and then a scientific programme of talks and, finally, by the presentation of the 2011 TMS Awards.

Reports from the Society Officers

The President, Paul Smith, noted how we are living in interesting times, particularly in the education sector, and that it would be a challenge to ensure that micropalaeontology prospers into the future.  In the industrial sector, a large training gap has been identified and TMS has a role and responsibility to help meet this gap.  Paul highlighted three things:
1.  That’s the Society has plans to inaugurate a broader, 1.5 day Annual Meeting with an overnight stay to encourage discussions.  This would include a thematic half-day symposium, an open talks session and a dedicated poster session, with early career researchers encouraged to participate and present their research.
2.  TMS are close to finalising affiliation agreements with IRGO and InterRad.

3.  The TMS Educational Trust had been established to help address the micropalaeontological training gap.

The Secretary, Jenny Pike, then highlighted aspects of her report that was circulated with the AGM papers, in particular, the increasing Society membership from Europe and the continued high numbers of student members.  Jenny also noted the diversity of specialist group activity spread widely across Europe in 2011.

The Treasurer, Jeremy Young, went through the Society accounts, as presented in the AGM papers.  He noted that we are in a good financial situation at the end of 2011.

The Journal Editor-in-Chief, Alan Lord, reported that the strategy for bringing the publication dates of the Journal of Micropalaeontology forward are well underway, that submissions had increased and the impact factor has also increased.  Alan thanked his board of editors, Tom Dunkley Jones for steering the special set of papers from the 2010 International Conference on Palaeontology, and Sarah Gibbs at the Geological Society Publishing House.


Mark Williams, Special Publications Editor, encourage everyone to consider submitting proposals for Special Publications.


The Industrial Liaison Officer, Haydon Bailey, informed the AGM that the TMS Educational Trust was now established as an independent charity and was in the process of gathering funds.

Paul Smith ended the reporting by highlighting the new MSc in Applied and Petroleum Micropalaeontology that will begin in Birmingham in October 2012, with Ian Boomer as Course Director.
Election of Officers

Ian Boomer and Claire Allen were confirmed as scrutineers, and it was confirmed that as 57 members were present, the AGM was chorate.  Before continuing, Paul Smith thanked Jenny Pike and Haydon Bailey for their contributions as Secretary and Industrial Liaison Officer over the past three years.  The AGM then elected Sev Kender as the new Secretary (proposed by Jenny Pike and seconded by Paul Smith) and Haydon Bailey for a second term as Industrial Liaison Officer (proposed by Alan Lord and seconded by Kate Darling).  Steve Packer was also confirmed as the Honorary Auditor for another year.

Science Programme – Microfossil Palaeobiogeography and plate tectonics – a tribute to Alfred Wegener
The science programme was put together by Alan Lord and John Marshall in order to commemorate Alfred Wegener’s presentation of his continental drift theory in Frankfurt in January 1912.  Rolf Schroeder, from Frankfurt, introduced Wegener’s life and achievements, including the 1915 publication ‘The Origins of Continents and Oceans’.  Rolf finished up his talk by presenting some of his and his colleagues work on palaeobiogeographic reconstructions using larger benthic foraminifera – the Orbitolinidae.  This was followed by Mark Williams (Leicester) who asked the question ‘why did small arthropods become the most successful arthropods, particularly numerically, in the Palaeozoic oceans?’  Mark began with Charlie Chaplin, to demonstrate the impact of oxygen on aging, and kept up with the movie theme by walking through the Ostracod Identity, the Ostracod Ultimatum and the Ostracod Supremacy.  Jan Rasmussen, from Copenhagen, told us about Wegener’s early involvement and physicist and photographer on the 1906-1908 Danmark expedition to Greenland, and how wegener was the first to use kites and weather balloons to study the polar atmosphere … with the help of a car!  Jan then went on to demonstrate how statistical methods can be used to draw out palaeobiogeographic relationships between conodonts.  John Marshall (Southampton) began the programme again after the coffee break by brandishing a real copy of ‘The origins of Continents and Oceans’!  John then followed this up by exploring how Devonian plants with large megaspores could disperse around the globe by piggy-backing on moving volcanic arc island belts.  Marcelle BouDagher-Fadel (London) showed us how it was possible to understand the Cenozoic evolution of larger benthic foraminifera by understanding the interaction of tectonics, climate and sea level changes.  Marcelle concentrated on the evolution and eventual extinctions within three main groups, the nummulites, lepidocyclinids and miogypsinids.  Finally, John Barron (Menlo Park) started out by showing a photograph of the San Andreas fault where the Pacific and North American plates are moving next to each other.  He then took us on a journey through the marine diatom palaeobiogeography of the Eocene, demonstrating how the diatoms were following global cooling around the world.  Alan Lord invited Paul Smith to close the science programme which he did by saying the micropalaeontologists were not just fossil geeks!  The programme had demonstrated the multidisciplinary nature of the discipline and illustrated the strength, diversity and power of micropalaeontology.
TMS Awards

The President awarded the Charles Downie Award Clara Bolton for her paper:  Bolton, C. T. et al.  2010.  Evolution of nutricline dynamics in the equatorial Pacific during the Late Pliocene.  Paleoceanography 25, PA1207, doi:10.1029/2009PA001821.  The Alan Higgins Award was presented to Bridget Wade in recognition of her taxonomic and biostratigraphic work, her involvement with stratigraphic working groups and educational activities.  The 2011 Brady Medal was awarded to John A. Barron for his contribution to siliceous micropalaeonotlogy; diatom taxonomy, biostratigraphy and palaeoclimatology/palaeoceangraphy in particular.  The Brady medal is the Society’s highest award for scientists who have had a major influence on micropalaeontology by means of a substantial body of excellent research.  On accepting the Medal, John congratulated the Society for promoting micropalaeontology so strongly.
Closure of the AGM

The President closed the AGM by announcing that Fugro-Robertsons would be sponsoring the Newsletter of Micropalaeontology in the future, and thanked them for their generosity that will allows us to make further improvements to the quality of the Newsletter.  And finally, Paul thanked PetroStrat for generously sponsoring the AGM reception again, and invited everyone to adjourn to the cloisters for a glass of wine.
Jenny Pike
TMS Secretary

