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ANNOUNCEMENT

GEOLOGIC PROBLEM SOLVING WITH MICROFOSSILS II MARCH 15-18, 2009

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

 HOUSTON, TX USA
FINAL ABSTRACTS DUE OCTOBER 1, 2008
The North American Micropaleontology Section (NAMS) of SEPM invites you to attend the 2nd international conference on Geologic Problem Solving with Microfossils, "Microfossils II".

"Microfossils II" is intended to bring together a diverse range of geoscientists to showcase the problem-solving power of microfossils across a broad variety of geologic settings.  The planning committee is dedicated to developing a strong program and stimulating the “cross-fertilization” of ideas that result when a diverse group of scientists gather in a common venue.

The first conference on Geologic Problem Solving with Microfossils, held at Rice University in March, 2005, was a major success.  More than 150 participants from dozens of countries attended, and the high-quality program has resulted in a special publication to be published by the Society for Sedimentary Geology (SEPM) that is currently in final editing stages.

For "Microfossils II", we are seeking high-quality oral and poster presentations in which microfossils are integrated with related geologic data and contribute to solving significant geologic problems.  Presentations that demonstrate new techniques or novel applications are encouraged, and studies of all geologic ages and geographic areas will be considered.  Tentative session themes for the conference include: 

· Microfossils and Problems in Eustasy and Tectonics

· Biostratigraphy and its Role in Sequence Stratigraphy

· Paleoceanography, Paleoecology, and Paleoclimatology

· Biochronologic Correlation

· Micropaleontologic Applications to Reservoirs and Drilling

· Micropaleontology Tools and Techniques

· Ecologic Analogs

· Environmental Analysis

· Roundtable Discussions of one or more topics based on participant interest

We encourage potential participants to solicit abstracts from colleagues to develop theme sessions of interest to you.  

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:

October 1, 2008:
Abstracts due

December 1, 2008:
Tentative program announced

FORMAT FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSIONS:

1) Please submit 250-word abstracts (SEPM format) on above or related themes by October 1, 2008 to SEPM (online submission to become available).  NO ILLUSTRATIONS, PLEASE.
2) Abstracts should be informative and present the main conclusions of the study.  We ask that authors please avoid vague phrases such as “data will be presented”, etc.

3) The official language of the conference is English, but the organizing committee hopes for strong international participation.  If you are not a native English speaker, it would be most beneficial to have your abstract proof-read and corrected by someone fluent in English before submission.

4) Presentation Format: Please indicate preference for poster, oral, or both.  However, the Technical Program Co-Chairs will make the final decision as to presentation format.

Authors should submit a preliminary presentation title to the Technical Program Chairs at 
the e-mail addresses below
Submit full abstracts online to the SEPM website (www.sepm.org) by October 1, 2008. 

Final abstracts are due October 1, 2008.

Information on registration fees and hotel accommodations for the conference will be announced shortly on the NAMS and SEPM websites.

PROGRAM COMMITTEE: 

General Chair
Don Van Nieuwenhuise

Treasurer, NAMS 

Professor of Geosciences, University of Houston, Houston TX

Vice Co-Chair
Ron Waszczak

Past-President, NAMS

Principal Biostratigrapher, ConocoPhillips, Houston, TX

Vice Co-Chair
Nancy Engelhardt-Moore 

Past-President, NAMS

Paleontologist, Devon Energy, Houston, TX

Technical Program Co-Chair

Ron Martin (daddy@udel.edu) 

President, NAMS

Professor of Geological Sciences, University of Delaware, Newark DE

Technical Program Co-Chair

Pete McLaughlin (ppmclau@udel.edu),

Senior Scientist, Delaware Geological Survey, University of Delaware, Newark DE
