2009 TMS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Pearson Lecture Theatre, University College London

Wednesday 17th November 2010
TMS President, Michal Kucera, opened the AGM by welcoming members (numbering 60) and guests (total attendance >100).  This was followed by Society business and then a scientific programme of talks and, finally, by the presentation of the 2010 TMS Awards.

Reports from the Society Officers

The President, Secretary (Jenny Pike), and Treasurer (Jeremy Young) reported on the progress of the Society since the 2009 AGM.  Journal Editor-in-Chief (Alan Lord) reported on the status of the Journal and a report from the Special Publications Editor (John Gregory) was read out by the Secretary.  The Industrial Liaison Officer (Haydon Bailey) reported on the Educational Trust announcing that the Trust hoped to make its first awards in 2011.
Following the reports from Society Officers, the current three TMS affiliations with the Grzybowski Foundation, International Nannoplankton Association and International Research Group on Ostracoda were ratified.

Changes to Constitution and Rules

The Secretary confirmed the result of the electronic ballot of members regarding five changes to the Constitution and Rules of the Society; the changes having been advertised, and ballot announced, in the September Newsletter.  44 ballot papers were returned; one was blank.  Four of the 5 proposed changes were carried by a unanimous vote and the fifth was carried by unanimous vote (42/43 votes cast agreed to change the AGM quorum to 8%).  The Secretary confirmed that the Charity Commission did not have a guideline quorum for charity AGMs; it only stipulated that the quorum should not be set so high as to prevent the smooth running of Society business.  The new Constitution and Rules of the Society are published elsewhere in the Newsletter.
Election of Officers

The members present confirmed Phil Sexton and Tom Dunkley Jones as scrutineers.  In order to be quorate under the 2010 Society Rules, the AGM requires 10% of the membership (46 members) to be present; there being 60 members present the election of Officers could continue.  The Secretary announced the Offices that were open for election and named to the one nominee for each Office.  There were no other nominations.
1.  President – Paul Smith
2.  Special Publications Editor – Mark Williams
3.  Newsletter Editor – Magali Schweizer
Each nomination was voted on separately and each was carried by a majority vote of those members present.

Science Programme – Microfossils and Evolution
Following the conclusion of Society business Jenny Pike and John Whittaker convened an excellent series of talks on the topic of Quaternary to Recent Microfossil Records of Environmental Change.  The first speaker was David Horne from Queen Mary, University of London, who talked to us about quantitative temperature reconstructions of climate during the Hoxnian interglacial (marine isotope stage 11).  David presented records derived from chironomids, beetles and ostracods and concentrated on evidence from Hoxne, eastern England, which had abundant evidence of human occupation at that time.  The multiproxy reconstructions that David presented sometimes agreed well and at other times did not – David stated that the differences between the records were often more interesting because they challenge your assumptions and methods!  David was followed by Simon Parfitt from the Natural History Museum and University College London, who used evidence from small mammal remains, molluscs and plants to address a debate over the climate of the UK during the time of the Boxgrove deposit (human occupation and remains) – 0.5 Ma.  Holmes and colleagues, using microfossil evidence, suggested that summers were similar to modern but that winters were cooler, whereas Fernandez-Jalvo and colleagues, using small mammal evidence, suggest that there was a very high Mediterranean component to Boxgrove climate which was much warmer than today.  Using his mollusc, small mammal and plant evidence, Simon showed that the climate of Boxgrove was similar to that of modern day coastal southern Scandanavia and very defiantely not Mediterranean!  Frank Peeters from the Free University, Amsterdam, took us into the marine realm with a talk about planktonic foraminifera.  He told us that he was presenting research that had largely been conducted as a hobby alongside bigger projects!  Frank showed us how it was possible to investigate calcification depth of foraminifera using stable oxygen isotope ratios to learn more about past ocean stratification and the thermocline.  Frank presented results from modern depth-stratified plankton tows and demonstrated biological vital effects in surface dwelling planktonic foraminifera and depth integrated growth effects in sub-surface dwellers.  Chronis Tzedakis (University College London) took us into the realms of land-ocean interactions with his presentation using data from pollen and marine proxies, from marine cores off the Iberian margin dating back to before the last interglacial (marine isotope stage 6).  Following from David Horne’s earlier observation, Chronis mentioned that often the most interesting features are those where marine and terrestrial proxies diverge.  Chronis used the terrestrial and marine records from his Portuguese core (his Rosetta Stone) to provide a stepping stone from Greenland ice core and Atlantic marine records to those from continental Europe.  Moving from southern Europe to northern Europe, Sarah Woodroffe from the University of Durham presented some relative sea level reconstructions from Greenland, using data from isolation basins and diatom-sea level transfer functions, concentrating on the last 1000 years.  Sarah told us that her diatoms were from salt-marshes and showed us some photographs to prove that yes, salt-marshes do exist in polar regions!  Sarah stressed that you need to really understand the ecology of your modern diatom training sets in order to correctly interpret the results from the transfer function, however, she presented some new, relatively high-resolution sea level reconstructions that were a dramatic improvement on existing relative sea level curves.  Our last speaker was Jeremy Young from the Natural History Museum who talked to us about the Quaternary evolution and environmental records from coccolithophores, concentrating on Gephyrocapsa.  He showed us that in the Late Quaternary, coccoliths could be used to tell the difference between interglacials, marine isotope stages (MIS) 1, 5, 7 and 9 – each is characterised by different coccolith taxa – the evolutionary signal overpowers the environmental one.  He emphasised the utility of a multiproxy approach in that other proxies could tell you that your samples were from an interglacial and that the coccoliths could tell you which one!  Jeremy used some genetic data, as well as fossil data, from Gephyrocapsa and its relatives to demonstrate the very fast coccolithophore evolution during the Quaternary and posed an interesting question:  is the very fast rate of evolution in a response to climate change?
TMS Awards

The President presented the 2010 Charles Downie Award to Tom Dunkley Jones for his paper:  :  Dunkley Jones, T., Bown, P.R. and Pearson, P.N.  2009.  Exceptionally well preserved upper Eocene to lower Oligocene calcareous nannofossils (Prymnesiophycaea) from the Pande Formation (Kilwa Group), Tanzania.  Journal of Systematic Palaeontology, 7(4), 359-411.  Following this, the inaugural Alan Higgins Award was presented to Severyn Kender by Mrs Barbara Higgins.
The President then presented Honorary Membership to Jim Riding and Malcolm Hart to acknowledge their very many years of service to the Society.  Following receipt of his Honorary Membership, as one of the attendees at the first ever meeting of the Society (then as the British Micropalaeontology Group) in 1970, Malcolm Hart said a few words about the development of the Society over its first 40 years.  Finally, the President presented the highest award of the Society, the Brady Medal, to Christopher R. Barnes whose contribution to the detailed taxonomic study of conodonts, especially those from the Ordovician, was described as immense.  He placed conodonts in the spotlight of international research by using them to tackle large-scale questions relating to histology, phylogeny and ecology through to global oceanic circulation and climate and it was a great pleasure for the society to award him the Brady Medal.
Closure of the AGM

The outward-going President, Michal Kucera formally closed the AGM by thanking the speakers once again and proposing a vote of thanks to PetroStrat for sponsoring the wine reception in the Rock Room.  The new President, Paul Smith, thanked Jenny Pike and John Whittaker for organising the science programme and Michal Kucera for safely guiding the Society through the past 3 years.
Jenny Pike
TMS Secretary

