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A New 
Chapter....
Jenny Pike
Retiring Editor, Newsletter of
Micropalaeontology

The Micropalaeontological Society sees a number of
changes in 2005.  We have a new Chair, Professor
David Siveter, new Newsletter Editor, Ian Slipper, and
new Publicity Officer, Steve Starkie.  David Siveter is
Professor of Palaeontology at the University of
Leicester, UK, and summarises his interests as the
taxonomic, stratigraphical, biogeographical,
palaeoecological, palaeobiological and evolution
studies of Palaeozoic Ostracoda, and other arthropods,
from Europe, North America, China and the former
Soviet Union.  A hard man to pin down, then!

We look forward to reading his ‘Notes from the Chair’
in future Newsletters.

Steve Starkie, the new Publicity Officer, will be well
known to most of you as the out-going Chair of the
Nannofossil Group, and Ian Slipper has been either the
Secretary or Chair of the Ostracod Group since 1997!
I wish them both well in their new roles.
In future, please send all your news, articles, book
review requests, photos, conference reports and
meeting advertisements to:

Dr Ian Slipper
Editor, TMS Newsletter of Micropalaeontology
Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences
University of Greenwich
Chatham Maritime
Kent  ME4 4TB
United Kingdom

Email:  i.j.slipper@gre.ac.uk

Society News

Secretary’s Report
Michal Kucera
<michal.kucera@uni-tuebingen.de>

INTRODUCTION
2003/2004 has been my first year as TMS Secretary. I
must express my sincere thanks to my predecessor Dr
Jamie Powell, for initiating me into the art of the
office and for his continued support during the
transitional period. Using Dr Powell’s earlier
database, and with much help from Dr Steve Packer
and Dr John Gregory, a new database of TMS
members has been developed that serves to record all
relevant membership information and facilitates
electronic access to the Journal. Apart from the
development and maintenance of this database, my 
activity during the past 12 months has been focused
on administering the Grants-in-Aid scheme and the
Charles Downie Award, arranging the 2004 AGM and
coordinating efforts to secure online access to the
Journal of Micropalaeontology for the general
membership.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2004
A report on the 2004 Annual General Meeting
appears following this Report.

Front cover credits: SEM micrograph of the diatom

Trigonium antarcticum (Brightwell) Cleve from the Holocene

laminated diatomaceous oozes of Mertz Drift, East

Antarctica.  From corner to corner, the frustule is 300

microns – a giant amidst Chaetoceros resting spores!

Supplied by Eleanor Maddison, Cardiff University.

Copy deadline for next
Next issue: 1st June 2005.

Professor David Siveter
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TMS FOUNDATION

The Micropalaeontological Society Foundation is a sponsorship scheme to help
support the Journal of Micropalaeontology.  The Foundation is made up of
members, non-members and institutions who wish to support the science of

micropalaeontology via the production of the Journal.  Any level of subscription is
welcome.  A minimum annual donation of £25 is suggested; donors of £25 or more

will be acknowledged in the Journal and the Newsletter.

Subscription is welcome at any time. Please send donations to Dr. Stephen Packer,
TMS Treasurer, Middlemarch, 17 Brewhouse Lane, Rowsham, Buckinghamshire,

United Kingdom, HP22 4QT.  Please make cheques payable to ‘The
Micropalaeontological Society’.  If you wish to pay by credit card, please include

the amount you wish to donate, card number, expiry date and cardholder’s address.
For debit cards please include the issue number.

TMS Foundation Donors of £25 or over (December 2004)

Richard Attewell Gitte Laursen

Anonymous John Murray

Brian Bade Henri Oertli

Barry Carr-Brown Jim Riding

Chris Denison Silvia Spezzaferri

Dermeval Docarmo Lavinia Trevisan

Pete Green Henning Uffenorde

Kunkiro Ishizaki  Hiroshi Ujiié

Editors, Stereo Atlas of Ostracod Shells
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SPECIALIST GROUP MEETINGS 2004
The Society continues promoting micropalaeontology
through small, focused international meetings
organised by its specialist groups. “Calcareous
Plankton Spring Meeting” organized jointly by the
Foraminifera and Nannofossil Groups took place in
May 2004 in Copenhagen, whilst June saw the first
joint meeting of the Silicofossil and Palynology
Groups in Cardiff. The Society is proud of the
success of these meetings and will continue to
encourage individual groups to engage in
collaboration and promotion of their subject areas.
CHANGES TO THE COMMITTEE
Officers elected at the 2003 AGM were:
Prof Michal Kucera (Secretary) who replaced Dr
James Powell.
Dr Steve Packer (Treasurer) who replaced Dr James
Riding.
Dr John Gregory (Journal Editor) who replaced Prof
Malcolm Hart.
Prof Malcolm Hart (Special Publications Editor for
a second term).
New specialist group representatives appointed since
the 2003 AGM were:
Dr Paul Smith (Microvertebrate Group Chair) who
replaced Dr Mark Purnell.
Dr Cathy Stickley (Silicofossil Group Chair) who
replaced Dr John Gregory.
Dr Ivo Grigorov (Silicofossil Group Secretary) who
replaced Dr Cathy Stickley.
Dr Joachim Schönfeld (Foraminifera Group Chair)
who replaced Dr Andy Henderson.
Dr Daniela Schmidt (Foraminifera Group Secretary)
who replaced Prof Michal Kucera.
The Society is grateful to all committee members
who have volunteered their time and effort.
CHARLES DOWNIE AWARD
The Charles Downie Award is an annual award made
to the member of TMS who, in the opinion of the
Committee, has published the most significant paper,
in any journal, based upon his or her postgraduate
research. The 2004 award goes to Dr Martin Pearce
for his paper: Martin A. Pearce, Ian Jarvis, Andrew R.
H. Swan, Amanda M. Murphy, Bruce A. Tocher and
W. Michael Edmunds, 2003. Integrating palynological
and geochemical data in a new approach to
palaeoecological studies: Upper Cretaceous of the
Banterwick Barn Chalk borehole, Berkshire, UK.
Marine Micropaleontology 47 (3-4): 271-306.
GRANTS-IN-AID
Two TMS Grants-in-aid were awarded in 2004;
these went to Jayne Dunn (UCL) to attend a
dinoflagellate workshop in Tübingen, Germany, and
to Eleanor Maddison (Cardiff) to present a poster on

her research on polar diatoms at the ICP8 meeting in
Biarritz, France.
MEMBERSHIP DATABASE
The Society’s updated database comprises 429
(448,447) individual members, of which 229
(240,235) are resident in the UK, 104 (105,106) in
Europe, and 96 (103,106) in the rest of the world
(2003 and 2002 numbers in brackets). Unfortunately,
31 members have still not renewed their membership
for 2004, and have thus been struck off the mailing
list for newsletters and journals. The number of
paying members is thus 398, down by 10 on previous
year, but the Society is pleased to welcome 21 new
members who joined since January 2004.
NEWSLETTER
Dr Jenny Pike has completed her fifth year as the
Society’s Newsletter Editor; a new editor is to be
elected at the 2004 AGM. Newsletter of
Micropalaeontology No. 69 was issued dated January
2004 (with a small delay) and No. 70 dated August
2004. The Society is grateful for Jenny’s effort over
the last five years in maintaining the high standards
of the newsletter.
WEBSITE
Dr Andy Henderson has completed his second year as
the Society’s Webmaster. A new design of the
Society’s website has been implemented and the new-
design site has been released earlier this year. The site
is used to disseminate information to the membership
including details of specialist group meetings. The
link is: http://www.tmsoc.org
PUBLICITY
Dr Rachel Preece has completed her second term in
the position of Publicity Officer. She will continue to
serve the Society as a North American representative,
whilst a new Publicity Officer will be elected at the
2004 AGM. The Society is aware that more could be
done in this area and the Committee will pursue this
issue with vigour.

2004 TMS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
REPORT
Cruciform Lecture Theatre 1, Wednesday 17th
November 2004
Michal Kucera, TMS Secretary
<michal.kucera@uni-tuebingen.uk>
Introduction
The Chairman, Dr Haydon Bailey open the AGM by
welcoming the members and guests. 68 persons,
including 47 members, were in attendance.
Reports
The Society’s Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Journal
Editor and Special Publications Editor reported on the
progress since the previous AGM.
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Presentation of Charles Downie Award 2004
Dr Haydon Bailey then presented the 2004 Charles
Downie Award to Dr Martin A. Pearce for his paper:
Martin A. Pearce, Ian Jarvis, Andrew R. H. Swan,
Amanda M. Murphy, Bruce A. Tocher and W.
Michael Edmunds, 2003. Integrating palynological
and geochemical data in a new approach to
palaeoecological studies: Upper Cretaceous of the
Banterwick Barn Chalk borehole, Berkshire, UK.
Marine Micropaleontology 47 (3-4): 271-306.
Conferment of Honorary Membership
Honorary Membership was then conferred on Prof
Robin Whatley by Dr John Whittaker, for his
enduring contribution to micropalaeontology
education and ostracod research, as well as for his
service to the Society as the Ostracod group
Chairman. Prof. Whatley thanked the Society for the
honour, recollecting on his days at Aberystwyth
University.
Vote on changes to subscription rates for 2005
The members present voted to increase membership
rates for 2005 to £35 for regular members and to £20
for student and retired members. The motion was
proposed by Prof M. Kucera and seconded by Prof
M. Hart.
Election of Chairman
The Committee received only one nomination for the
post of the Chairman, that being Prof David Siveter.
The proposer was Prof A. Lord, and the seconder Prof
M. Hart. Prof Siveter was elected unopposed.
Election of Publicity Officer
The Committee received only one nomination for the
post of the Publicity Officer, that being Dr Steve
Starkie. The proposer was Dr A. Henderson, and the
seconder E. Sheldon. Dr Starkie was elected
unopposed.
Election of Newsletter Editor
The Committee received only one nomination for the
post of the Newsletter Editor, that being Dr Ian
Slipper. The proposer was Dr J. Pike, and the
seconder Dr P. Dodsworth. Dr Slipper was elected
unopposed.
Guest Lectures
Following Society business, two talks were delivered.
Prof Jim Dickson (Institute of Biomedical & Life
Sciences, Univ. of Glasgow) spoke on “Ancient
Glacier Bodies, the Case of Oetzi, the Tyrolean
Iceman: Clues from Microscopic Plant and Animal
Remains” and  Mr Arie Janssen (National Museum of
Natural History, Leiden) on “Pteropods; What the
Heck are They?”. Both talks attracted much interest
and lively debate.
Vote of Thanks

The Chairman, Dr Haydon Bailey, formally closed
the AGM by thanking the speakers for their
interesting contributions and Local Secretary, Prof
Alan Lord.
Wine Reception
The members then adjourned to the South Cloisters
where a wine reception, sponsored by Ichron Ltd.,
was held.

Treasurer’s Report
Steve Packer
<s.r.packer@btinternet.com>

The TMS annual accounts were presented at the
AGM in November and are included in the
newsletter. The current account for 2004 shows a
residual balance of £7070.59. This value represents a
slight improvement on last year, though it should be
noted that there are some liabilities still outstanding
for 2004, for which invoices have yet to be received.
The overall financial policy of TMS will remain
focussed on attempting to provide an increased
reserve, whilst continuing to support our core
activities.  The proposed increase in subscription rates
was approved at the AGM in November and the costs
for TMS membership in 2005 will be:
Ordinary members £35.00 per annum
Student / retired members £ 20.00 per annum
For those of you who pay by direct debit this amount
will be debited from your account in early January.
For other members 2005 subscription invoices will be
issued at the end of December or early January, and I
would ask you to pay your subscriptions promptly.
I would also like to take the opportunity to remind
members that contributions to the Downie and
Higgins funds may be made at any time.
Thank you for your continued support of the society.

New Members
We welcome the following new members to the
Society:
Marcelle BouDager-Fadel
Eleanor Nye
P Evan
Ellen De Mann
John Lignum
Richard Hesketh
Rae Jones
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TMS Statement of accounts for financial year 2003-2004

INCOME EXPENDITURE

Balance from 2002-2003 5151.69 Journal of Micropalaeontology

Volume 23, Part 1 (inc. postage) 11904.00

Membership Subscriptions Volume 23, Part 2 (inc. postage) 11904.00

Individual/Student 2003 614.00 Ingenta Fee for 2004 876.46

Individual/Student 2004 11073.00

Individual/Student 2005 247.00 Sub-total costs of the JoM 24684.46

Individual/Student 2006 60.00

Gift Aid 557.62 Newsletter of Micropalaeontology & Directory

Printing costs Number 69 664.08

Sub-total 12551.62 Postage: Number 69 225.84

Printing costs Number 70 1163.41

Library Subscriptions 15481.21 Postage: Number 70 347.44

Total Subscription income 28032.83 Sub-total costs for N/L & Directory 2400.77

Miscellaneous Income Annual General Meeting

Siliceous Group Meeting Registration fees 100.39 Hire of lecture theatre at UCL 0.00

Sponsorship Foram/Nanno Grp Meeting 1269.00 Reception 0.00

Advertising revenue 2003 600.00 Speaker's expenses 44.10

Advertising revenue 2004 737.50

Donations to Higgins Fund 590.00 Sub-total AGM 2003 44.10

Sale of JoM backparts 116.50

TMS Foundation 1541.11 Miscellaneous outgoings

Bank account interest (BR acc) 29.48 Sponsorship Rice 2005 281.06

Interest on Charles Downie Fund 78.78 Siliceous Group meeting (Cardiff University) 360.10

Microinvertebrate Grp Meeting repayment 280.00 Sponsorship Foram/Nanno Group Meeting 1419.00

Ingenta royalties 0.00 Ostracod Group Meeting 63.22

Kluwer royalties 0.00 Printing costs (Flyers AGM 2004) 74.77

AGM 2002 Sponsorship (Network) 250.00 Printing costs Ostracod Guide 286.00

AGM 2003 Sponsorship (Network) 250.00 JoM Editor's expenses (JG) 195.46

Secretary's expenses (AJP) 71.54

Total Miscellaneous income 5842.76 Treasurer's expenses (SRP) 129.98

Committee meeting expenses (Nov 03) 119.10

TOTAL INCOME 39027.28 Committee meeting expenses (Mar 04) 148.05

Grant-in-Aid 2003 (HJ) 200.00

Grant-in-Aid 2004 (JD, EM) 300.00

Downie Award 2003 (HB) 200.00

Downie Award 2004 (MP) 200.00

IFPS Subscription 2003 100.00

IFPS Subscription 2004 96.66

Credit Card Company fees 398.59

Direct Debit fees 60.83

Bank Charges 123.00

Sub-total 4827.36

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 31956.69

BALANCE FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2003-2004 (Current & Business Reserve accounts): 7070.59

Downie Account (Yorkshire B.S.) 2845.00

TOTAL CASH ASSETS 9915.59

This financial year ran from 19th November 2003 to 11th November 2004

Dr. S.R. Packer (Honorary Treasurer)

Dr. J.B. Riding (Honorary Auditor)

Journal Editor’s
Report
John Gregory
<john@jgregory.demon.co.uk>

Volume 23 Part 2 and a Cumulative Index for volume
23 have been printed and sent out to members ahead
of schedule and also before the AGM. This issue
comprises 10 papers and 4 notebooks.  Of particular
note, this part has been enhanced by the use of colour
for Hochuli & Feist-Burkhardt’s potentially
controversial paper on a possible Triassic origin of



8

Grants-in-Aid 2005
TMS Grants-in-Aid are awarded annually to help student members of TMS in their

conference attendance, or any other specific activity related to their research that has not
been budgeted for.  Grants cannot be awarded for miscellaneous expenditure (e.g. slides,

sample bags, sample preparation, laboratory costs, SEM photography or producing,
photocopying, printing and binding of theses), nor can they be awarded retrospectively.

A maximum of £200 can be awarded to each successful applicant, and a total of £600 is
available annually.  Awardees are expected to write a short report for the Newsletter of

Micropalaeontology once their grants have been used.

Application forms may be obtained from the TMS Secretary:
Michal Kucera <michal.kucera@uni-tuebingen.de>

Deadline for applications:  28th February 2005

Angiosperms. I hope to be able to include more
colour in future issues.
The Journal contents are reproduced below and
hopefully all members will now be aware of the free
web based, article download access for paid up
subscribers which is now up and running at Ingenta.
This is password protected and part of the registration
process requires members to know their TMS
membership number. This membership number will
now be printed on all TMS address labels, so please
take a note of this if you wish to use Ingenta. If you
lose or forget this number, then please contact either
Michal Kucera or myself.
Submissions are up, now standing at 29 for the year
up to November. From records, previous yearly
submissions have been:-
1997 22
1998 18
1999 22
2000 21
2001 19
2002 26
2003 24
2004 29 so far 

Recently offshore, I had a little spare time, so
conducted a very rough and ready subject analysis of
the 452 papers published over the Journal’s 22 year
existence, which makes interesting reading:-
Foraminifera 166
papers
Ostracods 127
Palynology 54
Nannofossils 27

Microvertebrates/Conodonts 20
Siliceous Microfossils 16
Techniques 19
Obits/Memorials 3
Others (miscellaneous) 20

With a view to easing similar searching for articles
published in the Journal, keywords will be
incorporated from the next issue.

Journal of Micropalaeontology
Volume 23, Part 2, November 2004
CONTENTS
1. A boreal early cradle of Angiosperms?
Angiosperm-like pollen from the Middle Triassic of
the Barents Sea (Norway)
P. A. Hochuli & S. Feist-Burkhardt
2. The taxonomy and zoogeography of the
family Trachyleberididae (Crustacea: Ostracoda) from
the Equatorial Continental Shelf of Brazil
J. C. Coimbra, M. I. F. Ramos, R. C. Whatley & C. T.
Bergue
3. Two new species of the dinoflagellate cyst
genus Carpatella Grigorovich, 1969 from the
Cretaceous–Tertiary transition in New Zealand
P. S. Willumsen
4. Tetratropis terrina sp. nov., a new
calcareous dinoflagellate cyst from the Upper
Campanian polyplocum zone of Lägerdorf (NW
Germany)
K.-M. Bison, J. Wendler, G. J. M. Versteegh & H.
Willems
5. Bolboforma (Phytoplankton Incertae
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Alpine–Carpathian Foredeep (Central Paratethys)
S. Spezzaferri & F. Rögl
6. The Holocene palaeoceanographic history
of Muck Deep, Hebridean shelf, Scotland: has there
been a change of wave climate in the past 12 000
years?
J. W. Murray
7. A new laser method for cleaning
micropalaeontological specimens
C. G. Miller, L. Cornish, C. Jones, C. G. Jones & A.
S. Henderson
8. Hyperammina micaceus sp. nov.: a new
foraminiferan species (Protista) from the Porcupine
Abyssal Plain, northeast Atlantic
A. J. Gooday & M. G. Malzone
9. New calcareous dinoflagellates
(Calciodinelloideae) from the Middle Coniacian to
Upper Santonian chalks of Lägerdorf (northern
Germany)
T. Hildebrand-Habel & H. Willems
10. Obituary: Alan Charles Higgins
1936–2004
R. L. Austin, B. Owens & E. G. Spinner
Micropalaeontology Notebooks
1. First occurrence of the genus Zonocypris
(Ostracoda) in the Pleistocene of Western Europe
(Portugal)
M. C. Cabral, J.-P. Colin & P. Carbonel
2. The first British record of
Paralimnocythere psammophila (Flössner, 1965)
(Ostracoda, Cytheroidea, Limnocytheridae)
R. J. Smith & D. J. Horne
3. Soft-shelled monothalamous foraminifera
at an intertidal site on the south coast of England
K. E. Larkin & A. J. Gooday
4. Ankumia van Veen, 1932 retained and not
replaced by the junior taxon Platella Coryell & Fields,
1937 (Ostracoda, Platycopina, Cytherelloidea
H. Malz & A. R. Lord

Specialist 
Group News

Foraminifer Group
Joachim Schönfeld and Daniela Schmidt
<jschoenfeld@geomar.de>
<d.schmidt@bristol.ac.uk>

Having taken over the baton as Foraminifera Group
Representatives we would like to thank the previous

Officers Andrew Henderson and Michal Kucera for
their dedicated commitment and efforts to make the
TMS Foraminifera Group a recognised forum for
foraminiferal research. The progressing
internationalisation of our Group is depicted in an
increasing notice among European
micropalaeontologists and colleagues from the United
States of America. It will be a challenging task to
further strengthen the communication and underline
the worldwide scope of our Group activities.
Looking back to the very successful Calcareous
Plankton Spring Meeting 2004 which was held as
joint Foraminifera and Nannofossil Group Meeting at
Geocenter Copenhagen (May 13th-15th 2004) we
would like to thank again Emma Sheldon from GEUS
Geological Survey of Denmark and Greenland and all
her colleagues who organized this exciting meeting.
There were intensive discussions commencing at the
meeting where to go in 2005. We appreciate the
Foraminifera Group Meeting is evolving towards an
international expert conference. On the other hand,
we have to strengthen the scope of the meeting as a
workshop and discussion forum. There was a
consensus that the Foraminifera Group Meeting is
welcome in Britain again after two times being on the
continent. We also would like to continue the
cooperation with the Nannofossil Group and are
looking forward to hold a joint Foraminifera and
Nannofossil Group Meeting again. The next meeting
will take place at Southampton Oceanographic Centre
(SOC) from 16th to 17th of June 2005. Southampton
has a long tradition in both, foraminiferal and
phytoplankton studies and thus will be an ideal
venue. Ralf Schiebel and Jens Herrle will take on the
local organisation at SOC. On the occasion of the
meeting we will make an excursion to the Tertiary of
the Isle of Wight on Saturday 18th June. Andy Gale is
prepared to guide us, and we are looking forward to
have an interesting and stimulating field trip. We
would like to encourage all working groups dealing
with foraminiferal studies at Universities or Research
Centers to advise and support the active participation
of their PhD students. Southampton is easily
accessible from London and airports, and B&B
accommodation is not that expensive. We will be
pleased to help with advice or supporting statements
for applications of travel funding.
There was another conference this year with
relevance to foraminiferal studies, the Eighth
International Conference on Paleoceanography ICP8
(September 5th-10th 2004). It was held in the fancy
Art-Deco-style casino at Biarritz, France, under the
theme “An Ocean View of Global Change”. More
than 700 scientists from 34 different countries
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CHARLES DOWNIE AWARD

The late Charles Downie was one of the pioneers of palynology in the U.K. and a
mentor who guided the thinking and development of a large number of postgraduate

students who passed through the University of Sheffield. Through the efforts of
former colleagues at Sheffield, a permanent memorial has now been established to
recognize Charles’ contribution to micropalaeontology. An annual award will be
made to The Micropalaeontological Society member, who in the opinion of The

Micropalaeontological Society Committee, has published the most significant paper,
in any journal, based upon his or her postgraduate research.

An award of £200 will be made for the best paper published during 2004 and will be
presented at The Micropalaeontological Society AGM in November 2005.

Nominations for the best paper published in 2004 should be submitted either to the
appropriate TMS Specialist Group, or The Micropalaeontological Society Secretary

by 28th February 2005.

Dr Michal Kucera, TMS Secretary,
Department of Geology, Royal Holloway, University of London, Egham Hill,

Egham, Surrey, TW20 0EX
Tel: +44 (0)1784 443586;  Fax: +44 (0)1784 471780;  

email: m.kucera@gl.rhul.ac.uk

Charles Downie Memorial Award Contributors

R. L. Austin W.A.M. Jenkins
G. A. Booth J. K. Lentin

B. Braham R. S. W. Neville
J. P. Bujak B. Owens
G. Clayton T. L. Potter

M. D. Crane A. J. Powell
S. Duxbury S. M. Rasul
G. L. Eaton M. Razzo

G. A. Forbes J. B. Riding
K. J. Gueinn W. A. S. Sarjeant

A. M. Harding J. E. Thomas
R. Harland J. Utting

K. Higgs D. Wall
P. J. Hill M. J. Whiteley

A. Hossein Zahiri G. L. Williams
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Higgins Fund

The Society is in the process setting up a fund in memory of Alan C.
Higgins (1936-2004) whose full obituary will be printed in the next part

of the Journal of Micropalaeontology.  Alan Higgins was a founder
member of the British Micropalaeontological Society (now The

Micropalaeontological Society) and was founding Chair of the Conodont
Group (now Microvertebrate Group) in 1970, and served again as

Secretary from 1982-1983.  Alan served as Society Secretary from 1977-
1980, and as Chair between 1986-1989.  Alan played a leading role in
developing the application of conodonts in Carboniferous stratigraphy.

He was a member of staff at the University of Sheffield before becoming
Chief Palaeontologist at the Canadian Geological Survey and later a

senior research worker and manager at BP.  Alan was a founding director
of StrataData Ltd from 1992 until 1999.  Alan held offices in a number of

other learned societies including the Geological Society and the IUGS
Subcommission on Carboniferous Stratigraphy.  He was awarded

Honorary Membership of The Micropalaeontological Society in 2002 in
recognition of his significant contribution to the activities of the Society,
to conodont research and to biostratigraphy and micropalaeontology in

general.  The wish of his family is that the funds generated will be used to
support students.

Please send donations to Dr. Stephen Packer, TMS Treasurer,
Middlemarch, 17 Brewhouse Lane, Rowsham, Buckinghamshire, United

Kingdom, HP22 4QT.

Please make cheques payable to ‘The Micropalaeontological Society’
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lectures. Scientific topics concerned climate change
and variability on both long and short time scales,
linkages between the hemispheres, continents and
oceans, large-scale biogeochemical cycles, and the
state-of-the-art in new tracers and tools for
paleoceanographic reconstructions. It was amazing
that in particular the latter theme session on new
proxies was dominated by foraminiferal studies and
applications: Fourteen of 20 contributions were
dealing with foraminifera, either as main subject, in
terms of faunal assemblages or ecological studies, or
as geochemical signal carrier. Foraminifera as tools or
proxies were well represented in the other sessions
too. The variety of contributions and their range from
the Cretaceous to the very recent makes it difficult to
define trendlines emerging. One focus was certainly
ecological and palaeoecological studies on short-term
or small-scale variability, in particular to better
describe extreme events or exceptional situations in
earth and ocean history. These subjects were
complemented by applications to reveal surface ocean
productivity and physical parameters such as
temperatures, salinity and surface currents. Studies on
evolution and biostratigraphy were sparse even
though there were significant contributions on
foraminiferal extinction events in the Pleistocene.
There were only a few contributions on
environmental simulations and cultivation
experiments with foraminifera, even though such
approaches are essential for geochemical proxy
calibration. This need clearly emerged at a workshop
on foraminiferal Mg/Ca palaeothermometry where the
chairman asked an audience of about 120 persons
who performs culturing experiments and not more
than 5 hands were raising.
Strolling along the wall of posters at any session of
ICP8 one realizes that always the same images of
certain foraminiferal species are displayed. The
authors referred to web sources, and indeed, only
three different images of Globigerinoides sacculifer
are retrievable by search engines from the Internet for
instance. Http://www.foraminifera.ac.uk and
http://www.foraminifera.edu are still open domains,
and with http://www.foraminifera.com one receives
an advertisement for dolphin watch with children.
However, it turned out that a considerable number of
web-based foraminiferal taxonomic resources are
available, but they are poorly known and difficult to
find. We would like to collect this information, create
a list of links to species lists, descriptions, images etc.
and put this list on the TMS webpages. We kindly ask
the Foraminifera Group Members to send us the
addresses they know in order to build up such list of

taxonomic links. We also encourage all members to
post the images they have on their personal
webpages. This is an elegant way to archive a
documentation which goes beyond the key species
depicted on plates in publications, and it is a good
opportunity to demonstrate the other faunal elements
too. Such action should only accomplish and not
replace genuine taxonomic work however.

Nannofossil Group
Steve Starkie and Emma Sheldon
<steve.starkie@datumstrat.com>
<es@geus.dk>

As I write this, preparations are underway for the
TMS AGM at UCL, where amongst other things, the
Nannofossil Group will welcome a new Chairman.
Steve and I joined the committee at the same time,
meaning we ought to leave at the same time.
However, to be consistent with the other specialist
groups, it seems sensible for one of us to stay on and
therefore overlap with the new committee member.
Steve and I also felt quite strongly that the committee
would hopefully continue to represent ’industry’ as
well as ’academia’, we therefore suggest that future
committees might consider this….
Steve will stand down after 2 action packed years as
Chairman of the Nannofossil Group (much of which
were spent offshore) to go onto pastures new. Huge
thanks from Emma to Steve, especially for the
invaluable help at the Spring meeting (where I turned
into a raving monster while he obediently followed
orders…..heaving crates of beer up and down stairs,
serving beer, drinking beer….thanks Steve!). 
We’re pleased to announce that Jeremy Young will be
nominated as Nannofossil Group Chairman at the
AGM (Michael Knappertsbusch deserves a mention
as an early volunteer but has decided to leave the fold
for forams…). To provide the overlap, I’ll offer to
stay on as Secretary for a while. We felt that the
whole group should have the opportunity to comment
upon this as it is not normal procedure, but the
response following a mail sent to the group
addressing the subject was positive.
It seems to have been a relatively busy summer
regarding meetings, with the ICG in Florence in
August, followed closely by the INA 10 meeting in
Lisbon, and then the ICP in Biarritz in September
(some folk managing to attend all three meetings). In
addition nannoplankton workers were present at a
meeting to commemorate the geological life and work
of Professor Jake Hancock, and a meeting held by the
Society of Protozoologists, the Linnean Society and
the Systematics Association covering the Evolution of
Protozoa and Other Protists. See the conference write-
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up section for the relevant overviews.
Finally, we have been discussing opening a
forum/debate section in our newsletter to discuss
general points of interest, for example maybe various
counting techniques employed by workers and their
general merits might be a subject or preparation
techniques and tips, various ways of displaying data
anything really that might appear to a wider audience
and that is slightly controversial to get everybody’s
dander up!  Away let us know what you think on this
or any other subjects, ideas or items you would like to
see in your newsletter.

Farewell from the Chairman
I would like to thank everybody, especially Emma,
who have made my term in office such a pleasant
one.  I particularly enjoyed the joint meeting in
Copenhagen this year and hope that we can move on
as a group interacting with other groups in our great
society.  I would also like to thank Emma again for
agreeing to staying on to carry on with the excellent
job she has already done.  I would also like to thank
Jeremy for agreeing to take over my role from
November, I wish you both every success in the
coming year.
Steve

Nannos making the Danish news headlines

This SEM image of the extant coccolithophore
Rhabdosphaera clavigera, was recently front-page
news in one of Denmark’s leading newspapers. The
reason why this little alga was suddenly in a spot
normally reserved for ministers, cultural leaders, wars
or bus strikes, was a competition of images in
science. Unfortunately, microfossils did not win (this
time..!), but the image served to create some public
attention to our field of research. I have been very
happy to receive a lot of positive response, and

startled comments that something so small can be so
beautiful. “And important!” I always reply.
Karen Henriksen
<khenriksen@geol.ku.dk>

Karen is currently undertaking her PhD “The
application of surface analysis to the study of
coccolith biomineralisation and diagenesis” at
Copenhagen University and uses Atomic Force
Microscopy to aid her analysis.

Forthcoming meetings
Geologic Problem Solving with Microfossils, 6th -
11th March 2005, Houston.
The purpose of this meeting is to bring together a
diverse array of geoscientists to showcase the
problem-solving power of microfossils in a variety of
geologic settings.
The conference planning committee is dedicated to
facilitating a strong program that will showcase the
problem-solving power of microfossils, and stimulate
the “cross fertilization” of ideas that result when a
diverse group of scientists gather in a common venue.
High-quality talks and posters in which microfossils
are integrated with allied geological data and
substantially contribute to solving a significant
geologic problem are expected. 
The 2? day meeting will be followed by a field trip to
visit the Upper Cretaceous Stratigraphy of Central
Texas. This meeting is sponsored by The
Micropalaeontological Society along with 10 other
societies and foundations.
The deadline for abstract submission has now passed,
but registration is still open, see the website below for
more information regarding this meeting.
http://www.sepm.org/microfossils2005.htm

Short Course in Applied Micropalaeontology, Bonn,
Germany (April 7-9 2005.)
This short course is to be held at the Department of
Palaeontology, Bonn University and is designed to
give the participants an introduction to, and an
understanding of, the methods that have been
developed to apply micropaleontology to the
requirements of the hydrocarbon industry.
Registration fees are 80 euros for students and 200
euros for professionals; registration can be carried out
by mailing Dave Jutson (david.jutson@rwedea.com).
More information should be found at
www.paleontology.unibonn.de/mitarbeiter/LANGER/I
NDEX.HTM

European Geosciences Union (EGU) meeting, 24th-
29th April 2005, Vienna.
You are invited you to submit an abstract to the
following session: 
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Journal of Micropalaeontology
Free Online Access and downloading of Journal Article pdfs from Ingenta

(www.ingenta.com)

I am pleased to announce that all members of The Micropalaeontological Society
with up to date subscriptions will be able to access and download pdfs of papers from
the current issue of the Journal and any archived volumes uploaded to the Ingenta
website. 

We are trialling this type of online access and are using Ingenta (www.ingenta.com)
as our online provider for the moment. At present anyone can view the Journal
contents and abstracts for free, and can download papers as a Pay Per View service. 

TMS has negotiated a trial period to allow society members to download pdfs of
papers for free as one of their membership benefits. This service has now been
activated and is password protected; for more information on how to register and
obtain passwords please follow the instructions below, or see the TMS website
(www.tmsoc.org).

John Gregory 
(Editor, Journal of Micropalaeontology)

How to activate your personal TMS Journal of Micropalaeontology subscription via
Ingenta

You will need your society membership number. This is printed on your Newsletter
address label.  Alternatively, you should obtain this from Michal Kucera, TMS secretary
at m.kucera@gl.rhul.ac.uk.

1) First register with Ingenta by going to www.ingenta.com and following the “register”
link. 

N.B. If you have already registered with Ingenta, go to www.ingenta.com, log in and
follow the “manage my Ingenta” links to request online access to your subscriptions.

2) Follow the “personal registration” links, where you will be asked to enter your contact
details and select a username/password. You will be contacted by email to confirm your
registration and username/password details.

3) Once registered, you will be given the option to activate your online subscriptions via
the “add new subscriptions” page. To set-up your online subscription(s) please search and
browse for a publication, select the relevant publication(s) and supply your subscription
number(s). If you are a society member, please enter your society membership number in
place of the subscription number.

You will be contacted by email once your subscription has been verified and online access
has been enabled.



Journal of Micropalaeontology
Sale of Back Issues

TMS has a considerable number of back issues of past volumes of the Journal of
Micropalaeontology and is having a one off sale in order to try and clear much of this back stock.
Not all volumes are available, but we certainly have the majority of the Journal’s first 21 volumes
for sale at the give-away price of £1 per issue plus postage and packaging. 

Should you wish to purchase back issues of the Journal, then please use the tear off slip below.
———————————————————————————————————————

Volume 1 to Volume 4, part 1 are already sold out.
Volume 4 (2) o Volume 14 (1)
o
Volume 5 (1) o Volume 14 (2)
o
Volume 5 (2) o Volume 15 (1)
o
Volume 6 (1) Sold out Volume 15 (2)

o
Volume 6 (2) o Volume 16 (1)
o
Volume 7 (1) o Volume 16 (2)
o
Volume 7 (2) o Volume 17 (1)
o
Volume 8 (1) o Volume 17 (2)
o
Volume 8 (2) o Volume 18 (1)
o
Volume 9 (1) o Volume 18 (2)
o
Volume 9 (2) o Volume 19 (1)
o
Volume 10 (1) o Volume 19 (2)

o
Volume 10 (2) o Volume 20 (1)

o
Volume 11 (1) o Volume 20 (2)

o
Volume 11 (2) o Volume 21 (1)

o
Volume 12 (1 & 2) Sold out Volume 21 (2) o

15

✃
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roup Representatives (2005)
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SSP 26: The radiation of marine microplankton in the
Mesozoic and Cenozoic.
Conveners: Jörg Mutterlose (Institut für Geologie,
Mineralogie und Geophysik, Ruhr-Universität
Bochum, FRG) Email: joerg.mutterlose@rub.de,
Silvia Spezzaferri (Dept. of Geosciences, University
of Fribourg, CH) Email silvia.spezzaferri@unifr.ch
Talks and posters on the radiation and palaeoecology
of Mesozoic and Cenozoic marine microplankton are
invited. Groups to be covered include organic walled
dinoflagellates, calcispheres, calcareous nannofossils,
diatoms, silicoflagellates, foraminifera, calpionellids,
radiolarian and pteropods. The symposium aims at
discussing geosphere/biosphere interaction and the
overall evolutionary radiation of these groups.
Deadline for receipt of abstracts:  21 January 2005
Deadline for pre-registration:  8 April 2005
Information is available at:
http://www.copernicus.org/EGU/ga/egu05/index.htm
Please contact us if you require more information. We
are looking forward to seeing you there!
Jörg & Silvia

Joint Nannofossil and Foraminifera meeting, June
2005, Southampton.
Following the joint Foraminifera and Nannofossil
Group meeting in Copenhagen, a second joint group
meeting is planned for 16th to 17th of June 2005 at in
Southampton. See on the TMS website
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/hosted_sites/tms/

Any more meetings / conferences / field trips /
courses you feel are relevant, please let us know.

And finally…
If you have not been receiving mails from the
Nannofossil Group, please email me and I’ll add you
to the list. That’s all for now, God Jul og Godt Nytår!

Ostracod Group
Alan Lord
<a.lord@ucl.ac.uk>

Autumn Meeting 2004, Scarborough 17-19
September 2004
Attendees:  Dr Haydon Bailey (Network
Stratigraphic), Dr Ian Boomer (Newcastle), Dr Mick
Frogley (Sussex), Mrs Cath Gallagher, Dr Liam
Gallagher (Network Stratigraphic), Dr David Horne
(Queen Mary University of London), Mr Mike Horne
(Hull Geol. Soc.), Dr Nicky Johnson, Dr Koen
Martens (Brussels), Master Emrys Martens, Prof.
Alan Lord (UCL), Prof. Pete Rawson (UCL), Mr Pete
Robinson, Dr Isa Schoen (Brussels), Prof. David
Siveter (Leicester), Dr Ian Slipper (Greenwich), Dr

Matt Wakefield (BG Group), Dr Mark Williams
(BAS), and two members of North East OUGS.

Friday 17 September. 
Party convened at The Redcliffe Hotel, Scarborough.
Saturday 18 September. 
The day was devoted to collecting from the Lower
Cretaceous Speeton Clay Formation, exposed along
the shore south-east of Reighton Gap. As a
consequence of mostly argillaceous lithologies, a
condensed sequence, and highly changeable
exposures the Speeton Clay succession is difficult to

navigate stratigraphically. We were fortunate
therefore to be guided in the field by Pete Rawson,
who has more than 40 years experience with these
sediments. On the day in question we were able to
inspect and sample the following units, in ascending
order:



19

D5 to D1, C11 to C7, C1, LB6 to LB1, A4 and A3.
In addition, Mike Horne led a party to sample the
Speeton Shell Bed (Raincliff Formation, Quaternary)
exposed high in the cliffs.
The weather was
unexpectedly kind and
we had a good
collecting day. The
field day ended with
an inspection of the
dramatic Holbeck
Hall landslip site of
1993, in South Bay,
Scarborough.
Sunday 19 September
The ostracod workers
travelled south to
Hornsea Mere to
sample living ostracods. The mere is a eutrophic,
coastal, freshwater lake located on glacial till
overlying Upper Cretaceous chalk. Fryer (1993)
reported 14 species of Candona, Cyclocypris, Cypria,
Cypridopsis, Cypris, Herpetocypris,
Plesiocypridopsis, Potamocypris, Sarscypridopsis,
Notodromas and Limnocythere. After much dipping
and wading (by Isa) the party adjourned to the
convenient Hornsea Mere café for lunch before
dispersing. A formal Ostracod Group meeting
discussed plans for the future (see below).
Many thanks to Pete Rawson for leading the Speeton
day and to Dave Horne for a handout on Hornsea
Mere.
References:
Fryer, G. 1993. The freshwater Crustacea of
Yorkshire. A faunistic and ecological survey.
Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union and Leeds Philosophical
and Literary Society. Titus Wilson & Son, Kendal.
312pp. ISBN 0-9521638-1-0
Rawson, P.F. 2000. Itinerary 10 Reighton Gap to
Speeton Cliffs. In Rawson, P.F. and Wright, J.K.
2000. The Yorkshire Coast. Geologists’ Association
Guide no. 34.

Future group meetings
Spring Meeting, 2005 – Wednesday 18 May, 2005 at
13.00
Palaeontology Demonstration Room, NHM
An afternoon meeting for presentations, an
opportunity contributions for Berlin ISO15.
12-15 September 2006 – ISO15, Berlin.  Organiser:
Dr Michael Schudack. Website:
http://www.palaeo.de/iso15
Early May, 2006 – Ghent, Belgium

Palynology Group
Susanne Feist-Burkhardt and 
Paul Dodsworth
<S.Feist-Burkhardt@nhm.ac.uk>
<Dodsworth@ichron.com>

The next year’s meeting of the Palynology Group
will be held together with our French colleagues from
APLF, the Association of French Palynologists,
Additionally, the Linnean Society Palynology Group
has joint us, and we will all meet together in Paris
from 3 - 7 October 2005. As is traditional in APLF
meetings there will be a theme: “Palynology,
Palaeolatitudes, Palaeoaltitudes: Land/ocean
distribution patterns controlling climate and
biodiversity” as well as open sessions. Edwige
Masure from Paris University Pierre et Marie Curie is
the local organiser. Thanks to her efforts our venue
will be the ‘Auditorium de la Grande Galerie’ at the
Natural History Museum in Paris. We were able to
engage some excellent keynote speakers, British as
well as French, who will give an overview of recent
developments in their research areas pertinent to the
overall symposium theme.
I want to urge you, again, to make every effort to
attend our meeting in Paris. In many countries, and
Britain is not excluded, training, research and job
opportunities in palynology are becoming rarer and
rarer, and palynologists may become “endangered
species”. The more this trend continues, the more it is
important to concentrate our forces and strengthen
our European bonds. So please come along to our
joint meeting in Paris. The call for papers is out. You
will find the first circular and the pre-registration
form for the meeting in the present Newsletter (pages
22-23). And remember to be quick in indicating your
interest in attending the nice dinner we are going to
have. There are only a limited number of places
available and you won’t want to miss it. Please send
your pre-registration and indication of the subject of
your presentation as soon as possible to Monique
Troy at <palstrat@ccr.jussieu.fr> Au revoir à Paris!
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Silicofossil Group
Catherine Stickley & Ivo Grigorov
<cathy@earth.cf.ac.uk>
<ivo_grigorov@hotmail.com>

Recently we’ve been updating the Silicofossil Group
webpage
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/hosted_sites/tms/silicofossil.ht
m (see Figure) to include news, a gallery of colourful
diatom images (by Ivo) and weblinks to the best and
most useful silicofossil webpages out there. Our aim
is to provide you with the ‘first port of call’ for your
silicofossil-websearches whether you are looking for
information about Radiolarians or for diatoms
–marine and/or freshwater (other silicofossils coming
shortly). Our compilation of weblinks is accompanied
by a short description of the site. We selected to
advertise certain webpages for their relevance,
usefulness and how recently or frequently they are
updated. Although we spent some time choosing
particular sites, it is always possible we overlooked
your favourite site. Please take a moment to browse
our website. If you know of other silicofossil sites
which you think should be on our list of weblinks,

please don’t hesitate to contact us. The success of the
site depends largely on the feedback you give us. Our
aim is to limit the main list of weblinks to only those
sites which provide more detailed information on a
subject or a service (e.g., radiolaria.org and Roger
Sweets’ diatom page). However, we intend to start a
longer list of weblinks to individual projects, news
items and meetings. If you want to advertise your
projects and meetings on our site please contact us
and we’ll be happy to do so. Thanks to Andy
Henderson the TMS webmaster for posting the new
information for us.

We would also like to extend our thanks to our
diatom specialist friend and colleague, Jenny Pike of
Cardiff University, who is leaving the Society
committee after 7 years. Along with John Gregory,
Jenny founded the Silicofossil Group in 1998 and
helped manage their activities until 2001. She has
also been Newsletter Editor since 1999, one of, if not,
the most important job for communicating the
Society’s activities. We’d like to extend a large thank
you to her all her hard work and continued support
for the success of the Group.
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Forthcoming
Conferences
International Fossil Algae Association:  5th

Regional Symposium

Ferrara, Italy: August 30th to September 3rd, 2005
FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT
The next Regional Symposium of the International
Fossil Algae Association will be held in Ferrara
located in north-eastern Italy. This meeting follows
the tradition of successful regional meetings
previously held in Granada (1989), Munich-Vienna
(1993), Cracow (1997), and Cluj-Napoca in 2001 (see
http://www.ku.edu/~ifaa/home.html for details).
Presentations on any aspect of calcareous algae and
bacteria are welcome concerning:
1) Biomineralization and Skeletalisation  
2) Taxonomy and Systematics
3) Evolutionary History
4) Biogeography and Palaeoclimatology
5) Ecology and Palaeoecology
6) Oceanography and Palaeoceanography
7) Applications to Stratigraphy
8) Diagenesis and Fossilisation
Scientific sessions will be held in the University of
Ferrara. Ferrara is located in the eastern Po Plain in
north-eastern Italy between Bologna and Venice. This
city is famous for its Renaissance culture and
architecture. Traces of the Este family can be found
everywhere in Ferrara including the massive castle,
complete city walls, the famous Palazzo dei Diamanti
and many more.
Ferrara is easily reached by motorway and train
services. The nearest airports are in Bologna and
Venice which are within an hour resp. one and a half
hours from Ferrara by public transport. Train services
to the rest of Italy (e.g. Venice, Milan, Florence,
Rome) are excellent. There are numerous hotels of
different standard in Ferrara.
Programme:

August 30th to August 31st: Scientific Sessions at the
University of Ferrara.

September 1st to 3rd: Post-Symposium Field
Excursion. This field excursion will focus on shallow
water carbonates including Middle-Upper Eocene
calcareous algae and larger foraminifera (Colli Berici,

Monti Lessini) on the 1st day, Lower Jurassic
microbial structures, dasycladaleans, larger
foraminifera, and dinosaurs trackways (Rovereto) on

the 2nd day, and dasycladaleans at the K/T boundary

(Friuli area) on the 3rd day.
Important dates to Remember:

Symposium and Excursion registration: May 31st,
2005

Submission of abstracts: May 31st, 2005

Final payment of all fees: July 15th, 2005
Please forward this information to anyone who might

be interested in this symposium. The 2nd circular will
be sent in the middle of December, 2005 and a web
site will be available soon.
We look forward to seeing you here in Ferrara in
2005.
Contacts: Davide Bassi and James H. Nebelsick

Meeting
Reports
INA-10 Lisbon, Portugal 28th Aug - 4th Sept 2004
- focus on the smallest, understand the global

The 10th INA conference was held at the University
of Lisbon and was hosted by Mário Cachão and his
capable band of students. A full and varied program
was testament to the extremely hard work put into the
organisation of this years meeting. A good blend of
science / sight seeing / socialising was experienced by
around 100 delegates from all over the world.
The meeting began for some with the pre-conference
field trip to the Lisbon – Setubal Peninsula including
visits to the Miocene section of the ‘Fossil seacliff of
the Costa da Caparica’ and the Jurassic/Cretaceous
transition section. The castle of S. Felipe and the
Sado Estuary were also included in the itinerary. 
As more delegates arrived, several social events took
place, particularly memorable, being the beach party /
football match / games session which took place as an
alternative to an ice breaker. Despite good intentions
by some of the females to partake in said football
match, there developed a definite boy (football) / girl
(sunbathing/relaxing) divide. Beach games followed
involving water filled balloons, blind folds,
swimming and lots of laughing…for lots of
unflattering pictures, go to the INA website!

Hurry, we’ve made a Rhabdosphere !!
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Symposium conjoint/Joint meeting
APLF-TMS
(Palynology Group)

3-7 octobre 2005

PALYNOLOGIE,
PALÉOLATITUDES,

PALEOALTITUDES
Répartition des ensembles continentaux et océaniques au
cours du temps�: influence sur le climat et la biodiversité

AUDITORIUM DE LA GRANDE GALERIE
Muséum national d’histoire naturelle

36 rue Geoffroy Saint Hilaire, 75005 PARIS, France

PALYNOLOGY,
PALAEOLATITUDES,

PALAEOALTITUDES
Land/ocean distribution patterns controlling

climate and biodiversity

1ère Circulaire/1st Circular
Comité scientifique / Scientific committee

Jacques-Louis de BEAULIEU, IMEP-LBHP, Marseille

Ian HARDING, Southampton
Guy HARRINGTON, Birmingham

Martin HEAD, Cambridge
Marie-Pierre LEDRU, Montpellier

Jean-Marc MORON, TOTAL, Pau
Denise PONS, UPMC, UMR-CNRS 5143, Paris

Hervé RICHARD, UMR-CNRS 6565, UFR Besançon
Thomas SERVAIS, UMR-CNRS 8014, Villeneuve d'Ascq

Comité d'organisation / Organising committee

Edwige MASURE, UPMC, UMR-CNRS 5143, CEPAGE, Paris

Susanne FEIST-BURKHARDT, The Natural History Museum, London

Jean DEJAX, MNHN, USM 203, UMR-CNRS 5143, Paris

Paul DODSWORTH, ICHRON Ltd. Cheshire
Jean BROUTIN, UPMC, UMR-CNRS 5143, Paris

Jean-Louis TURON, DGO/UMR-CNRS 5805, Bordeaux, Président APLF

Nathalie COMBOURIEU-NEBOUT, LSCES, UMR-CEA-CNRS 1572,

Monique TROY, secrétariat, CNRS, UMR 5143, Paris

Frais d'inscription - Registration fee : 100 € jusqu’au/until 15/7/2005�; 110 € après le/after
15/7/2005�; étudiants/students 50 € jusqu’au/until 15/7/2005�; 55 € après le/after 15/7/2005
Payment�: next circular
Délais - Deadlines�: 15/11/2004 pre-inscription�, pre-registration ; 15/7/2005 résumé, abstract
Publication�: Revue de Micropaléontologie

Renseignements�: (++33) (0)1 44 27 47 86 / (++33) (0)1 44 27 49 87 / palstrat@ccr.jussieu.fr
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BULLETIN D'INSCRIPTION / REGISTRATION FORM

A renvoyer de préférence par courriel à l'adresse suivante / The following information are to be sent
preferably by email to�:

palstrat@ccr.jussieu.fr

Adresse/Address : Monique Troy, UMR5143 "Paléobiodiversité et Paléoenvironnements"

4 place Jussieu, case 117 – 75252 Paris cedex 05 France

Nom, prénom / Last name, first name ...................................................................................................................

Organisme / Affiliation .............................................................................................................................................

Adresse / Address ......................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................

Ville / City ......................................................................................................................................................................

Code postal / Zip code ...............................................................................................................................................

Pays / Country ..............................................................................................................................................................

Téléphone / Phone .......................................................................................................................................................

Fax ...................................................................................................................................................................................

Courriel / E-mail ..........................................................................................................................................................

J'ai l'intention / I intend

d'assister au symposium / to attend the meeting

de présenter une contribution / to give a presentation

Orale / oral

Poster / poster

Titre préliminaire de la communication ou du poster / Preliminary title of the oral or poster
presentation :
...........................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................

Les instructions pour la présentation des résumés et posters, ainsi que les informations

relatives au paiement des droits d'inscription seront incluses dans la seconde circulaire.

Details on abstract and poster format, and instructions for registration fee payment will
be included in the second circular.

IMPORTANT: Un dîner sera organisé le mercredi 5/10/2005-A dinner will be organised on Wednesday 5/10/2005.
Je suis intéressé de participer au dîner / I am interested in attending the dinner

                                     Oui / Yes                                            Non / No

Pour organiser celui-ci au mieux, nous vous demandons de nous indiquer au plus vite si vous êtes intéressés.

Nous disposerons de 50 places dans un restaurant situé à proximité de l’Université, le prix demandé (à
régler en même temps que les frais d’inscription) sera de l’ordre de 45 €. / To help in the organisation of
this event, we ask you to indicate as soon as possible if you are interested in attending the dinner. We have

made a reservation in a restaurant close to the University, where there are 50 places available. The price
for the dinner (including wine) will be around 45 €, to be paid at the same time as the registration fees.
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The official meeting opening took place in the
Museum of the City of Lisbon, where we learned why
the symbol of Portugal is the cockerel (accompanied
by actions from Mário) and sampled delicious red and
white port.
The conference itself was divided into sessions on
Biostratigraphy & Evolution, (Palaeo)ecology,
Palaeoceanography, Climate proxies & global change,
Palaeobiology, ODP/IODP results, Critical events and
Oil industry and applications. There were far too
many talks to try and summarise them but the field
seems to be healthy and there was an excellent
diversity of talks - with a good mix of geological and
biological topics. Speakers came from a very wide
range of countries, and there was very even balance
between talks by research students, post-docs,
established academics and industry workers, as well,
of course, as an even balance between men and
women. An innovation for the meeting was that each
session ended with a set of 5 minute introductions to
the relevant posters. This was very successful and the
posters themselves were often excellent.  
Wednesday afternoon was free to attend either a trip
to Sintra (a UNESCO World Heritage City) or the
treasure hunt organised by the students. Sintra is a hill
south of Lisbon with commanding views over both
the Atlantic and the Tagus Estuary, and has attracted a
succession of castles and palaces. We visited the
highest of these, (and so had to do some serious
walking ), the Castelo da Pena. This is an
extraordinary and memorable early nineteenth century
building with more turrets, architectural styles and
bizarre decoration than you can shake a stick at, well
worth a visit if you enjoy a bit of kitsch.
The treasure hunt enabled us over the course of the
afternoon to not only take a glimpse into the history
of the town and its people by way of finding the
treasure (students dressed up as famous historical
Portuguese folk) but meant we ran about 10 miles
over the city, through the shopping district (very
frustrating for some of us as we were not allowed to
stop….!), the central Rossio area, the Sé (cathedral),
Alfama (the old Moorish village) and finished up
high in the castle (Castelo de S. Jorge) grounds with
ice cream and a beautiful view. 
The conference dinner was extremely well attended,
and held in the beautiful Pateo Alfacinha restaurant in
Ajuda. Mário and his committee were thanked for an
excellent conference and Dave Watkins introduced
the INA 11 (to be held in Lincoln, Nebraska). Woody
Wise told us how wonderful the INA was, everyone
was thanked for their contributions and various
presentations were made.
Two parallel workshops were held after the oral
presentations were complete. Jeremy Young and José-
Abel Flores hosted the ‘Emiliania huxleyi

Morpholoigcal Variation and Biogeography’
workshop where participants agonised over the
patterns of intra-specific variation shown by
Emiliania huxleyi. The broad conclusion was that
nannoplankton workers probably were not fantasising
in subdviding the species into numerous types, but
rather may need to recognise more of them. Since E.
huxleyi only evolved 250,000 years ago this makes it
one of the most interesting, if still challenging,
examples of pseudo-cryptic variation known within
the plankton. 
Meanwhile Jean Self-Trail and Dave Jutson hosted a
session on ‘dissolution of calcareous nannofossils:
causes and solutions’ where sampling techniques and
sample degradation were discussed. Plenty of
methods and techniques were examined (including
taking vacuum packers into the field) and it was
suggested that interested parties should join together
at a later date to take the discussion further. Anyone
interested in taking further part in these discussions is
encouraged to contact Jean (jstrail@USGS.GOV) or
Dave (David.Jutson@rwedea.com). 
For some the next activity was a one day cruise to
sample living Coccolithophores on a transect from the
mouth of the River Tagus to the shelfal area. For this
Mario had organised the Instituto Hidrografico’s
small research ship the RV Andromeda. It is a real
research vessel with a stern crane which deployed a
rosette sampler with 1.5l bottles and a CTD, and
enough lab space to do sample filtration on board.
About half the ten participants were veteran cruise
goers and  were able to collect a nice set of samples
and show the process to the more geological
participants who had not done this kind of work.
Unfortunately as we left the Tagus Estuary an
interesting swell developed, with the result that sea
and sky swayed back and forth with an occasional
extra lurch and roll. Very few people ate much lunch
and by the time we got to the last station only two
people were left standing, so they had to do all the
work.       

The INA-10 organisation committee dressed as
historical Portuguese characters
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For others, the post-conference field trip, led by
Carlos Marques da Silva was to take us to the north
of Lisbon primarily to visit the Galinha Quarry in the
Aires e Candeeiros National Park, where Middle
Jurassic sauropod dinosaur (Opisthonyx portucalensis
and Polyonyx gomesi) footprints of the Lusitanian
Basin were recently unearthed. This site is of
particular interest as it is the longest tracksite
currently known from anywhere in the world. 
We were also able to sample the Lower Jurassic
sections of Rabacal-Coimbra for brachiopods,
bivalves, belemnites and ammonites (a nice change to
be able to see what you’re sampling in the field!). A
night in the seaside town of Figueira da Foz
(including a meal in a fresh fish restaurant where you
could meet, and look your meal in the eye before it
was prepared) was followed by a walk along the
impressive cliffs of Cabo Mondego to visit the
Middle Jurassic section and the Bajocian GSSP
(Global Stratotype Section and Point). The thoroughly
enjoyable trip was concluded by a short stop at the
Batalha Abbey (another UNESCO world heritage
site) and a visit to the beautiful medieval walled town
of Óbidos (including a completely necessary
Ginjinha, (cherry liqueur) tasting).

Emma Sheldon & Jeremy Young
<es@geus.dk>
<jy@nhm.ac.uk>

8th International Conference on
Paleoceanography (ICP VIII): An Ocean View of
Global Climate Change

Biarritz, France, 5th-10th September 2004

The eighth international conference on
paleoceanography was organised by EPOC UMR-
CNRS 5805 Université Bordeaux I and was held in
the beautiful Basque town of Biarritz overlooking the
coast (well, right next to the beach!!).  The five main
themed sessions were tackled day-by-day in
chronological order (Cenozoic-Mesozoic oceans; The
carbonate and silica systems of the Pleistocene
oceans; Biogeochemical cycles of the past; High
frequency climate variability; Interhemispheric ocean-
climate linkages) and allowed different aspects of the
most recent palaeoceanography research to be
addressed. These concerned both long and short time
scales, links between reservoirs and oceanic basins,
climatic variability, biogeochemical cycles and
leading edge tracers and tools. Approximately 700
delegates attended the conference.
A total of 30 oral presentations were made over the
five days with talks ranging from climate change in
the Eocene to export of silicic acid from the Southern
Ocean during glacial times to oceanic anoxic events.

Michel Kucera (TMS Secretary) gave a fascinating
talk on “multiproxy reconstruction of sea-surface
temperatures and sea-ice extent of the last glacial
maximum oceans”. Four key-note lectures were given
at the end of each afternoon except Wednesday: Nick
Shackleton (Stratigraphy and chronology, the
backbone of palaeoceanography), Robbie Toggweiller
(The 100-yr cycle in atmospheric CO2), André Berger

(How long will our interglacial last?) and Jean Jouzel
(Reconstructing palaeoclimates over the last 800 ky:
ice cores vs. marine records). More than 550 posters
were presented during the afternoon sessions, my own
interests are in diatom paleoceanography so it was
good to see a good proportion of posters presented by
diatom researchers such as Fatima Abrantes
(Zambujal), Claire Allen (BAS), Xavier Crosta
(Bordeaux), Jules Crespin (Bordeaux), Andrew
Davies (SOC), Alan Kemp (SOC), Cariena Lange
(Concepción), Silvia Nave (Alfragide), Ismene
Seeberg-Elverfeldt (Bremen), Catherine Stickley
(Cardiff) to name but a few (oh, and me too!).
Apart from the serious science side to the conference

we were kept very well entertained. Activities ranged
from a conference dinner, to Wednesday afternoon
tours, to the customary ICP palaeomusicology
concert. The conference dinner was held on the
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Tuesday night in Arcangues, a traditional Basque
village, 15km inland from Biarritz. We enjoyed tapas
and a traditional Basque meal, which was
accompanied by a demonstration of Pelote Basque, a
traditional Basque game (Squash, but without a
racket…..ouch!!!) and an acapella male choir. The
night (or was it morning?) was rounded off for some
of us by a visit to the local discothèque. On
Wednesday afternoon the tour of choice for the
Cardiff diatomists (Jennifer Pike, Catherine Stickley
and myself) was river rafting on the picturesque River
Nive. Even though the experience was not “white”
water rafting we all still enjoyed one or two voluntary
and involuntary underwater views of the river and
boat! We were entertained by our musical fellow
scientists with a range of musical pieces for choir,
wood and stringed instruments with piano
accompaniment at the Thursday evening
palaeomusicology concert, followed by several
rounds of Basque music by a local trio, which was
much enjoyed by all. Shanghai is the chosen location
of the next ICP (IX) in 2007.
The ICP-8 was a fantastic opportunity for me to meet,
present and discuss my results of “Laminated
sediments from Palmer Deep, west Antarctica and
Mertz Drift, East Antarctica: Circum-Antarctic
palaeoproductivity during the last deglaciation” with
a broad audience from the paleoceanography and
paleoclimatology communities both at the conference
hall and the ice cream shop!!  I would like to take this
opportunity to thank TMS for awarding me a Grant-
in-Aid towards attending this conference.
Details of the meeting can be found at:
http://www.icp8.cnrs.fr/

Eleanor Maddison
<maddisonej@cardiff.ac.uk>

… a second view of ICP VIII

8th International Conference on
Paleoceanography: An Ocean View Of Global
Change
5-10th September 2004, Biarritz France

The INA conferences are the family gatherings of the
nannofossil world, an opportunity to meet friends,
and exchange knowledge on our specialist subject.
However, significant numbers of nannofossil
specialists can also be found at nearly every
important interdisciplinary earth science meeting
dealing with global change and especially
palaeoceanography. This year was unusually busy,
with the IGC in Florence, where Simonetta Monechi
organized a nannofossil symposium and the
International Conference on Palaeoceanography in

Biarritz. So, the INA conference was scheduled to fall
in the gap between these two larger conferences and,
although I am not sure anyone had the stamina to
attend all three, many people went to two of them.
Certainly a significant number of us travelled, by car,
train or plane, from Lisbon to Biarritz to attend ICP8,
and were reunited with many of our foraminiferal
colleagues as well as the full diversity of other
palaeoceanographers. 
ICP is a big conference now, with over 500
presentations. To avoid parallel sessions talks are by
invitation only, with 6 half hours talks each morning
and  posters sessions in the afternoon. The format
works well, with very good attendance for both talks
and posters. Palaeoceanography may have developed
from micropalaeontology but nowadays it is a richly
multidisciplinary topic and a phenomenal range of
scientific approaches are involved. This made the
conference challenging and highly educational.
Nonetheless, for a large conference there was a very
strong communal feeling with free exchange between
the different specialists. I spent a lot of time talking
about micropalaeontology with
micropalaeontologists, but at least as much time
talking palaeoceanography with a very diverse range
of scientists, a great mix.
Somewhat disappointingly there were not any true
nannofossil talks, even though the meeting was co-
ordinated (very professionally) by our own Jacques
Giraudeau. There were, however, two talks on
alkenone palaeothermometry - by Mark Pagani and
Toni Roselll-Mele - reflecting the increasing use of
this as key palaeoproxy. In addition nannofossil work
cropped up in numerous other talks - if I had been
paid 5 euros for every SEM of mine which was used I
would have been able to  return on Concorde.
Nannofossil work was well represented in the posters
including work on: integration of biostratigraphy and
cyclostratigraphy; the response of nannoplankton to
OAEs, the PETM,  and Heinrich events and their
record in sapropels and laminated sediments;
development and use of palaeoproxies for
palaeoproductivity and temperature based on
assemblages,  stable isotopes and of course
alkenones.  An important emerging field is study of
changes in palaeofluxes of coccolith carbonate
through the Cenozoic, with excellent posters here
from Hanno Kinkel, Regina Krammer and Jorijntje
Henderiks, presenting abundant evidence that there
are major secular changes in coccolithophore
productivity.
In between the science Biarritz proved an ideal
conference location, it is a small town, with nice
weather, plenty of hotels close together, an airport
nearby, lots of restaurants and bars….and of course
the beach. The meeting was held in the casino
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directly overlooking the beach and the incoming
Atlantic waves. So after, or even between, sessions
we were able to return to the ocean to swim, surf, or
watch the waves from the beach with a beer or two.
The next ICP (2007) will be in Shanghai which will
be a very different location, but I would strongly
encourage any micropalaeontologist involved, even
marginally, in palaeoceanographic work to attend the
meeting. 

Jeremy Young
<jy@nhm.ac.uk>

… a third view of ICP VIII can be found in the
Foraminifera Group Report.

Evolution of Protozoa and Other Protists
13th September 2004

This one day meeting was organised by Alan Warren
on behalf of the British Section of the Society of
Protozoologists, the Linnean Society and the
Systematics Association. I am not quite sure why the
TMS were not included in the organisation, but
Michal Kucera and I were both invited to give talks.
Michal gave an excellent talk on the unique value of
the planktonic foram fossil record for direct study of
evolution, whilst I presented, with Sebastian Meier,
Susanne Feist-Burkhardt and Ian Probert the results
of recent work on coccolithophore and calcareous
dinoflagellate life-cycles and the questions these raise
for understanding diversification of phytoplankton.
Other talks were given by Bill Martin, Martin
Embley, Andrew Roger, Jan Pawlowski, William
Foissner and Tom Cavalier-Smith,. These dealt in
different ways with the general theme of large scale
evolution and diversification of protists, using a range
of molecular biological, biochemical and cytological
data. I have been to meetings dealing with elements
of this topic before and it was striking to see how fast
the field is developing. There seems to be an
emerging understanding of the range of features
which characterised the early eukaryotes, and of the
major sub-groupings within them. Every phylogenetic
tree for the eukaryotes is still different, but the
differences are getting smaller. As this consensus
emerges then the potential of integrating
palaeontological work into it increases.
Protistological research is challenging for
geologically trained micropalaeontologists (especially
when we are also trying to follow the developments
in stratigraphy, geochemistry and palaeoceanography)
but it is clear that there are real areas of common
interest. Moreover, there is a striking contrast
between the level of knowledge of the taxonomy,
evolution and even organismal biology of the groups

studied by micropaleontologists and other protists.
Biostratigraphy, transfer function development and
palaeoproxy studies have generated a demand for
knowledge which means that protists with microfossil
records are substantially better characterised than
those without. A prime example of this was provided
by Michal’s presentation of  his work with Kate
Darling and others on pseudo-cryptic speciation in
planktonic foraminifera. This work is verging on new
dogma in micropalaeontology but was regarded as
revelatory by many of the protistologists at the
meeting. Conclusion? As so often, we should have
more confidence in the value of our science and the
worth of it to contribute to answering large questions
in other fields. 

Jeremy Young
<jy@nhm.ac.uk>

Meeting to Commemorate The Geological Life and
Work of  Professor Jake Hancock
Thursday 14th October 2004, The Geological Society
of London

Jake Hancock (1928-2004) was one of the best and
nicest geologists of his generation. Anyone who met
him will remember him. Almost anyone who worked
on the Cretaceous  reveres him. He died earlier this
year and left most British stratigraphic
palaeontologists feeling they had lost one of their best
friends; especially if they were interested in the
Cretaceous, wine, ammonites, life, or potatoes. To
commemorate his unique contributions to our science,
and our enjoyment of science, John Cope, Jim
Kennedy and  Andy Gale organised a one day
meeting at the Geological Society, with talks
representing the range of his contributions to the
science and culture of geology. Jackie Lees, and I
were delighted to be asked to participate with a talk
on K/T boundary nannofossil extinctions, one of the
many topics which Jake stimulated. By combining
our recent research with that of Paul Bown and
Fabrice Minoletti we produced a synthesis which I
think Jake would have enjoyed. Other talks ranged
from the geology of wine to characterisation of ash
layers in the chalk but generally celebrated the
progress in Cretaceous stratigraphy and the pleasure
of collaborative field-based research.

Jeremy Young
<jy@nhm.ac.uk>



28

Rogues Gallery
Ever wondered what your Officers and
Group Representatives looked like??

David Siveter
Chair

Michal Kucera
Secretary

Steve Packer
Treasurer

John Gregory
Journal Editor

Malcolm Hart
Special Publications Editor

Ian Slipper
Newletter Editor

Steve Starkie
Publicity Officer

Andrew Henderson
Webmaster

Joachim Schoenfeld
Foraminifera Group Chair

Daniela Schmidt
Foraminifera Group Secretary

Paul Smith
Microvertebrate Group Chair

Henning Blom
Microvertebrate Group 
Secretary

Jeremy Young
Nannofossil Group Chair

Emma Sheldon
Nannofossil Group Secretary

Ian Slipper
Ostracod Group Chair

Alan Lord
Ostracod Group Secretary

Susanne Feist-Burkhardt
Palynology Group Chair

Paul Dodsworth
Palynology Group Secretary

Cathy Stickley
Silicofossil Group Chair

Ivo Grigorov
Silicofossil Group Secretary



29

TMS Advertising Rates for 2005

Newsletter of Micropalaeontology:
Full page advert (1 issue only): £100.00

Full page advert (2 issues): £180.00
Half page advert (1 issue only): £50.00

Half page advert (2 issues): £90.00
Quarter page advert (1 issue only): £25.00

Quarter page advert (2 issues): £40.00

Journal of Micropalaeontology:
Full page advert (1 issue only): £190.00

Full page advert (2 issues): £280.00
Half page advert (1 issue only): £90.00

Half page advert (2 issues): £160.00

Micropalaeontology News

Rex Harland
Having attained the venerable age of sixty and enjoying the advantages of maturity, including the many pleasures
of being a grandfather, I wish to inform my many friends and colleagues that I will be ceasing to trade as a
palynological consultant under my business name of DinoData Services as from the 31st March 2005. However
this does not mean I will be leaving the world of dinoflagellate research but rather I will be pursuing some of my
research interests without the necessity and encumbrance of running a business. I will also be available for some
limited consulting work on an ad hoc basis and will be more than happy to maintain my palynological connections
both in the UK and elsewhere. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all my colleagues for their friendship
and kindness in the past and I am looking forward to many more productive years. Dinoflagellates and their cysts
continue to fascinate me and I cannot imagine not wanting to be a part of the family that is the ‘dinoflagellate
research community’. It is also my intention to remain in Bingham for the foreseeable future where friends and
colleagues will find a ready welcome, good beer down the road at the local public houses, and an overnight stop
if you are ever passing. You can contact me at rex.harland@ntlworld.com or on ++44 (0)1949 875287 or at 50
Long Acre, Bingham, Nottingham NG13 8AH, UK.

Miocene Field Samples
A set of unprocessed field samples from the Miocene succession of the Piedmont Tertiary Basin, Northwest Italy,
is available to a good home.  Sections include the Lemme Section (Oligocene/Miocene boundary), Serole and
Cortemilia formations (Lower Miocene), Cessole Formation (Langhian Stratotype), Lequio and Cassinasco
formations (Serravallian Parastratotype) and Castellania Formation (Tortonian Stratotype).  All samples have been
analysed for their dinoflagellate cyst content, details of which are available.  The recipient must collect.  If
interested, please contact James Powell, Winterbourne House, The Street, Chilmark, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3
5AU, UK; Tel +44 (0)1722 716484; Email: hystrichosphere@btopenworld.com



Membership Application Form
Membership is open to individuals and to libraries on the payment of the appropriate annual
subscription.  Rates for 2005 are:
Library Membership:  contact Geological Society Publishing House      
Student Membership:  £20 per annum
Ordinary Membership:  £35 per annum      Retired membership: £20 per annum

NAME (including title).........................................................................................................................

ADDRESS ............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................POSTCODE.....................................

COUNTRY............................................................................................................................................

TELEPHONE........................................................................................................................................
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EMAIL .................................................................................................................................................

I am interested in receiving details of meetings of the following specialist groups

Foram       Microvertebrate       Nannofossil       Ostracod        Palynology        Silicofossil

I would like to become a member of the The Micropalaeontological Society

I would like to become a TMS Foundation member (suggested minimum donation £25)

I enclose a cheque/money order/bankers draft for the sum of   

I wish to pay by credit/debit card (£1 surcharge)  Total Sum  ............................................................

Visa/Mastercard/Debit card No. ...........................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

Issue No.................................................................................. Expiry Date.........................................
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...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

Signed .....................................................................................................Date.......................................

Students Supervisor ..............................................................................................................................

Please make all cheques payable to “The Micropalaeontological Society” and send with this
application form to:  Steve Packer, Treasurer, TMS, Middlemarch, 17 Brewhouse Lane, Rowsham,
Buckinghamshire. HP22 4QT, U.K.
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