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I was very much hoping to be able to begin with 
some great and encouraging news, illustrating 
how well our discipline navigates through these 
uncertain times of global economic crises. In-
deed, there are many accomplishments to be 
proud of. The membership basis of TMS is 
growing faster than we can count and at this 
rate, the society will soon be bigger than ever - 
and perhaps also younger and broader: many 
of the new members are students and their 
research projects span a remarkable range of 
earth- and life science issues. We are working 
hard to engage with the palaeontological com-
munity and our participation in the organisa-
tion of the 3rd International Palaeontologi-
cal Congress in London in early summer this 
year has been a huge success. The Congress 
was attended by more than a hundred micro-
palaeontologists and the sessions organised by 
TMS were highly subscribed. The Newsletter af-
filiation scheme has won a new partner – the 
International Research Group on Ostracoda – 
whose members are warmly welcomed among 
the readers of the Newsletter.  Considering the 
print and online distribution, the readership of 
the Newsletter will soon be measured in four 
figures, which tells us something about the ex-
tent of our community.

One could carry on for another page, but all 
such good news have been overshadowed by 
another blow to our discipline from the ranks 
of UK science managers. As many of you are 
aware, the Natural History Museum in London 
is going through a significant budget cut and 
as a consequence, the Keeper of Palaeontol-
ogy decided to close the Micropalaeontology 
Group. For decades, if not centuries, the col-
lections and expertise at NHM and the research 
excellence of the group served as a powerhouse 
of international micropalaeontology and a firm 
point of reference for academic and industrial 
users alike. The loss of this key hub will be 
strongly felt and it will represent yet another 
blow to the educational potential of our disci-
pline with consequences well beyond the UK. 
I myself have spent four weeks at the NHM as 
an undergraduate student and the experience 

gave me a momentous push towards my future 
research career.

Proverbially, there is always something good in 
all things bad. This time, the micropalaeonto-
logical community, and in fact many of our re-
lated disciplines, have risen up and joined in a 
very loud wave of protest. This fact has made it 
clear that micropalaeontology is perceived as an 
important field with considerable future poten-
tial, contributing to essential academic and ap-
plied research and that this is seen well beyond 
our field. This opinion has been communicated 
in a letter to the journal Nature and an online 
petition directed at the trustees of the NHM at-
tracted over 1200 signatures in three weeks. 
We very much hope that such overwhelming 
response will help the Trustees and the Director 
to realise that a closure of the Micropalaeontol-
ogy Group would by a fatal error and that it 
is not in the interest of the Museum to pursue 
such blatantly ill-considered action. I shall not 
describe at length the various ways in which 
TMS has been involved in this matter. To act 
on behalf of the discipline is our duty, and you 
can rest assured that myself and the Committee 
have acted proportionately to that responsibil-
ity. Nevertheless, I would like to thank here the 
many colleagues, who over the last weeks un-
stintingly and with great zeal gave much of their 
time to this cause, who communicated across 
stakeholder communities and helped to raise 
the awareness of the situation. My thanks go 
also to all of you who have added your names 
to the protest, in particular to colleagues from 
other disciplines and representatives of allied 
learned societies. 

Thus, despite the bad news, I would still like to 
end on a positive note. The show of strength 
that our discipline has made and the events of 
the last weeks are the clearest endorsement in 
years that micropalaeontology is an important 
and relevant field and that the rest of the scien-
tific community see it the same way. Enjoy the 
rest of the summer and happy reading of the 
growing Newsletter!

TMS President’s address - Professsor Michal Kucera 
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Conference Announcements
FORAMS 2010

5-10th September 10, 2010 - University of Bonn

FORAMS 2010, the International Symposium on Foraminifera, will be held in Main Building of the 
University of Bonn, an attractive 17th century baroque palace located in the center of Bonn, near 
the Old City Hall, a mere 5-minute walk from Bonn’s main railway station and the Rhine River.

The various presentations will cover aspects of foraminiferal systematics, biology, paleontology, 
stratigraphy, biogeography, ecology and paleoecology, oceanography and paleoceanography, cli-
matology and paleoclimatology, and evolutionary studies. The scientific contributions are arranged 
according to the following Scientific Program.

Plenary Lectures: Key-note lectures which highlight the current mainstream research ap-•	
proaches.
Technical Sessions: Covering the diverse aspects of the foraminiferal studies and their applica-•	
tions.
Workshop Sessions: Open forums for discussion on selected research topics.•	

Altogether the diverse Technical Program and multidisciplinary presentations of FORAMS 2010 
demonstrate the wide range of current applications of the foraminiferal studies to the field of earth 
sciences.

It is with great pleasure and honor that Bonn hosts this important scientific event, which certainly 
will contribute to spread even further the knowledge and the science among all countries repre-
sented at the meeting.

for further information please see the website www.forams2010.uni-bonn.de 
or contact forams2010@uni-bonn.de

STRATI2010 - 4th “French” Congress on Stratigraphy
August 30 -September 2, 2010 - Université Pierre et Marie Curie

This congress is organized by the French Committee on Stratigraphy along with several partners. 
Four days at the UPMC Pierre & Marie Curie University (Paris 6), 24 sessions (planktonic foraminif-
ers, nannofossils, ostracods, vertebrates, Middle East, etc..), more than 250 conferences and post-
ers, 5 pre- and post- congress field trips, some invited specialists, a number of keynote speakers, 
more attendees from abroad and some key representatives of industries associated with the earth 
sciences will attend, so this will be an event you must not miss. One of the 25 special sessions will 
be dedcated to Ostracoda.

For further details please se the website 
http://www.univ-brest.fr/geosciences/conference/ocs/index.php
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News
Report from the Secretary - Jenny Pike

Membership

Current membership of TMS is buoyant with 
523 individual members, 405 who have paid 
their 2010 subscription at this time.  In this 
light, I would like to thank Clive Jones, Mem-
bership Secretary, for his excellent work in 
keeping track of all our members and would 
encourage all those who have yet to pay their 
membership subscription for 2010 to do so as 
soon as possible.  Many of you are taking ad-
vantage of the online payment system which is 
making renewing your membership easier.  In 
2010, so far, we have welcomed 40 new mem-
bers to TMS:

Sadekov, A., Martin, R., Weldon, M., Edwards, 
P., Searle, S., Meyrick, R., Cornick, P., Hardas, 
P., Reggiani, L., Blanks, P., Butler, N., Cam-
pion, N., Miles, N.H., Sóron, A. S., O’Dea, 
S., Torrontegui Aguado, M., Kakar, M., Rae, 
J., Ramos, M.I.F., Cage, A.G., De Pelsmaeker, 
E., D'haenens, S., Sharma, C., Dong Xinxin, 
Geary, C.R., Akhtar, A., Llewellyn, R., Blaj, 
T., Rodriguez Prado, E. A., Rassmussen, J. A., 
Joseph, N., Brittain, J., de Ville de Goyet, F., 
Lawrence, T., Krol, W., Setoyama, E., Hene-
han, M. J., Pettigrew, R. P., Gilbert, I., Preddy, 
A., Button, D., and Wade, B.

AGM 2010

At the 2010 AGM we will be celebrating the 
40th anniversary of the Society.  The science 
theme will be “Quaternary to Recent Records 
of Climate Change” and the full science pro-
gramme will be available shortly from the web-
site and will be circulated in the e-newsletter.  
The 2010 AGM will be held at University Col-
lege London on Wednesday 17th November 
2010.  Items for the agenda should be sent to 
the Secretary by email, or in writing, by 13th 

October 2010.  Like every year, as well as 
excellent science talks, the AGM will include 
presentations of the Society’s awards and hon-
ours and will be followed by a wine reception, 
kindly sponsored by PetroStrat.  If you can, I 
would strongly encourage you to come along, 
enjoy the convivial atmosphere and celebrate 
our 40th anniversary with us!

Charles Downie Award

The Charles Downie Award is an annual award 
made to the member of the Society who, in the 
opinion of the Committee, has published the 
most significant paper, in any journal, based 
upon his or her postgraduate research.  The 
committee has awarded the 2010 Charles 
Downie Award  (best paper published in 2009) 
to Tom Dunkley Jones for his publication:  T. 
Dunkley Jones et al.  2009.  Exceptionally well 
preserved upper Eocene to lower Oligocene 
calcareous nannofossils (Prymnesiophycaea) 
from the Pande Formation (Kilwa Group), 
Tanzania.  Journal of Systematic Palaeontol-
ogy, 7(4), 359-411.  The Committee received 
three nominations, all of which were of a high 
standard and the decision was gratifyingly dif-
ficult.

TMS Student Awards

Six of our new members are recipients of TMS 
Student Awards.  These are Isabel Gilbert (Uni-
versity of Bristol), Miryam Torrontegui Aguado 
(Universidad del País Vasco), Ross Pettigrew 
(University of Keele), David Button (University 
of Leicester), Elien Depelsmaeker (University 
of Ghent – K.U. Leuven) and Andrew Preddy 
(Cardiff University).  The 2010 Student Award 
in memory of Brian O’Neill was awarded to 
Andrew Leighton (University of Plymouth).  
These students are nominated for an award 
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(free membership for 2010) for outstanding 
performance on one of the TMS-approved 
micropalaeontological courses (see elsewhere 
in this Newsletter for details).  Congratulations 
to them all.  The TMS Student Award scheme 
currently has 11 approved micropalaeontolog-
ical courses and I would encourage all lecturer 
and professor members to consider nominat-
ing their micropalaeontological course for the 
scheme and thereby encouraging their best 
students to perhaps continue with micropalae-
ontological endeavour.

TMS Grants-in-Aid

Six eligible applications for Grants-in-Aid were 
received by the 28th February 2010 deadline, 
and the committee decided to award four 
grants of £200 towards fieldwork costs or at-
tendance at specific micropalaeontological 
conferences:  Brian Pedder (University of Shef-
field) towards fieldwork costs in Wyoming and 
Montana, USA;  Janine Pendleton (Univer-
sity of Sheffield) towards registration fees for 
the 8th European Palaeobotany-Palynology 
Conference in Hungary;  Andrew Leighton 
(University of Plymouth) towards the confer-
ence Forams 2010: International Symposium 
on Foraminifera, Germany; and Geoffrey Lee 
(University College London) towards attend-
ance at the 3rd International School on Fo-
raminifera, Italy.

I would encourage all of our student mem-
bers to consider applying for a Grant-in-Aid.  
Grants-in-Aid are awarded annually to help 
student members of the Society in their field-
work, conference attendance, or any other 
specific activity related to their research which 
has not been budgeted for.  Grants-in-Aid can 
not be awarded for miscellaneous expenditure, 
neither can they be awarded retrospectively.  A 
maximum of £200 can be awarded to each 
successful applicant.  Awardees are expected 
to write a short report for the Newsletter once 
their grant has been used.  Applications forms 
can be downloaded from the website (www.
tmsoc.org), or obtained from the Secretary.  
The next deadline is 28th February 2011.

Alan Higgins Award for Applied Micro-
palaeontology

This year we will make the first Alan Higgins 
Award at the 2010 AGM to Dr Severyn Kender 
(British Geological Survey), a very worthy re-
cipient in the eyes of the Committee.  Alan Hig-
gins made a major contribution to Palaeozoic 
biostratigraphy and was key to establishing the 
value of micropalaeontology in the hydrocar-
bon industry.  The Alan Higgins Award, estab-
lished with the help of Alan’s family and friends, 
is for early career micropalaeontologists, less 
than 10 years from graduation, and is given in 
recognition of a significant record of achieve-
ment in applied and industrial micropalaeontol-
ogy.  Nominations for future awards should be 
sent to the Secretary by 28th February 2011.

Changes to the Committee

In 2010, we have welcomed Fabienne Marret-
Davies (Palynology Group Chair) to the Com-
mittee.

At the 2010 AGM, the terms of the following 
Officers come to end:  President, Membership 
Secretary and Newsletter Editor.  We also have 
one vacant office, Special Publications Officer.

Nominations for these positions should be sub-
mitted to the Secretary by 13th October 2010.  
Nominees, proposers and seconders should all 
be members of the Society.  Those who consid-
er standing for any of the offices are welcome 
to contact the Secretary or President for infor-
mation on what duties these posts entail.

Finally, I would like to thank those Officers and 
Group representatives who will stepping down 
at the AGM, or have stepped down over the 
past six months, for their support of the Society 
over the past few years – TMS would not be as 
vibrant as it is without their support:  Michal 
Kucera (President), Ian Slipper (Newsletter 
Editor), Giles Miller (resigned, Ostracod Group 
Chair), John Whittaker (Ostracod Group Sec-
retary) and Robert Speijer (Foraminifera Group 
Secretary).



6

TM
S

IMPORTANT!!
Activation of your Journal of Micropalaeontology 
subscription for continued online access to the 
Journal via the Lyell Collection.

As most of you will be aware, online access for TMS members to current and past issues of 
the Journal of Micropalaeontology is being moved to the Lyell Collection.  The process of 
setting up your access via the Lyell Collection is very straightforward.

To activate your subscription you will need to:

1.  Go to the Lyell Collection subscription activation webpage at:  
http://www.lyellcollection.org/cgi/activate/ibasic

2.  Enter your Subscriber ID number, which is your TMS Membership Number, i.e. 
TMS0999.

3.  Supply the requested information and set up your own username and password.  These 
will be used by you to login to and access the Journal in future.

Please remember your login and password – TMS will have no record of them so can not 
reconfirm them for you.  If you forget your login information you will need to follow the 
instructions on the automated email that you receive when you activate your subscription.

4.  Browse the Journal and download your PDFs as normal at:
http://jm.lyellcollection.org

If you have any problems, contact the Secretary of TMS, Jenny Pike, in the first instance 
(pikej@cardiff.ac.uk).  If you do not remember your TMS Membership Number, please 
make a note of it from the mailing label on the Newsletter of Micropalaeontology that you 
have just received.

Jenny Pike
Secretary, TMS
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The Brady Medal

The Brady Medal is the highest award of The Micropalaeontological Society. It is named in honour 
of George Stewardson Brady (1832-1921) and Henry Bowman Brady (1835-1891) in recognition 
of their outstanding pioneering studies in micropalaeontology and natural history.

The Medal is awarded to scientists who have had a major influence on micropalaeontology by 
means of a substantial body of excellent research. Service to the scientific community may also be a 
factor for consideration by the Award Committee. The medal was commissioned and was awarded 
for the first time in 2007.

The Medal is cast in bronze from original sculptures commissioned by The Micropalaeontological 
Society in 2007.  The sculptor is Anthony Stones, Fellow of the Royal Society of British Sculptors 
and President (1999-2004) of The Society of Portrait Sculptors. The Medal is hand crafted by the 
leading sculpture foundry Pangolin Editions of Chalford, England.

Mechanism for making a nomination:
All nominations must be made on the TMS “Brady Medal” pro-forma which can be downloaded 
from TMS website. Nominations must have a Proposer and Seconder, both of whom should be 
Members of the Society and not be affiliated to the same institute as the person they nominate. 
Nominations should be made in strict confidence and in no circumstance should the person nomi-
nated be informed. The completed nomination form should be returned to the Secretary of the 
Society.  Nominations may be made at any time of the year.

TMS AGM 2010
Quaternary to Recent Records of Environmental Change

Date: Wednesday 17th November 2010 at 1.30 pm
Venue: University College London, room to be confirmed
Local Secretary: Tom Dunkley Jones
Organisers: Jennifer Pike and John Whittaker

Schedule: 

1:30-2:00 Society business
2:00-5:30 Scientific programme
5:30-6:00 Awards ceremony:  Charles Downie Award, 
  Alan Higgins Award for Applied Micropalaeontology and the Brady Medal
6:00-7:30 Wine reception in South Cloisters

Celebrating the 40th Aniversary of
The Micropalaeontological Society
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As a dynamic Society, TMS is growing in size and our membership becomes evermore international, 
both in terms of general membership and also the membership of the Committee.  To reflect these 
changes, the Committee is suggesting the following changes to the Society’s Constitution and Rules 
in order to ensure the efficient running of the society into the future.

The following is a list of the changes, with explanations of the need for change.  These changes 
affect the Rules and so a full membership electronic ballot will take place in October this year.  We 
realize that there are a lot of changes, however, we hope that you will agree with the committee that 
the changes are necessary for the smooth running of the Society.

Our intention to hold an electronic ballot has a number of implications:
If you do not have an email address registered with the Society, please can you make sure 1. 
that you send us one as soon as possible.
If you do not have an email address, you can apply to the Secretary, Jenny Pike, for a 2. 
ballot paper and you will be sent one in due course.
If you have not paid your 2010 subscription yet, please do so as soon as possible so that 3. 
you will be eligible for a vote.

Change 1:  Constitution Article 4
The Geological Society Publishing House are taking over the management, printing and distribution 
of the Journal of Micropalaeontology from 2011, as it becomes part of the Lyell Collection, with 
TMS retaining editorial control only.  TMS will no longer have Institutional or Library Subscribers, 
hence, changes to this Article reflect this by now only listing three types of membership, instead of 
four.

Change 2:  Constitution Article 5; Rules Paragraph 3(iii)
Over the past few years, the Committee has introduced the roles of Membership Secretary and 
Industrial Liaison Officer.  We believe that it is now time to formalise the role of Membership 
Secretary to acknowledge the considerable effort involved in managing the membership information 
as the Society grows, and also to formalise the role of Industrial Liaison Officer to acknowledge the 
large industrial-based membership of the Society and to ensure a smooth relationship with the new 
Educational Trust (to be launched at the 2010 AGM).  The changes to Constitution Article 5 and 
Rules Paragraph 3(iii) reflect these changes.

Change 3:  Rules Paragraph 1(ii)
Membership can now be resigned at any time by writing to the Membership Secretary, as opposed to 
the Secretary.

Change 4:  Rules Paragraph 4(ii)
The Society’s practice has been that if there is only one candidate for election to a post, a full 
membership ballot need not be held and a candidate could be elected by a 2/3 majority of those 
members present at the AGM.  However, Paragraph 4(ii) as written appears to require a full 
membership ballot for all elections (even if there is only one candidate).  We propose to re-word 
Paragraph 4(ii) to reflect what has been general practice for many years, that if there is only one 
candidate, that candidate can be elected at the AGM.  A further change to Paragraph 4(ii) reflects the 
growing international make up of the Committee and that in future, the secretary may need to travel 
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a day, or two days before the AGM, hence, votes need to be received two days before the AGM in 
order to be counted.

Change 5:  Rules Paragraph 5(vi)
As a result of the increasing membership of the Society, the quorum for the AGM is coming close to 
being un-operational.  The Charity Commission suggest that an AGM quorum should be set at such 
a level as not to impede the smooth running of the organisation.  With membership approaching 500, 
we would require 50 members to be present in order to be quorate.  In the past few years we have 
had between 50-55 members present at the AGM so we are approaching this critical level of not 
being able to function as a Society, by our own Rules.  The Committee suggest that the percentage 
of membership required to be present at the AGM in order to be quorate be lowered to 8%.
The text below represents the proposed amended version of the Constitution and Rules, with 
changes in bold italic font.  The current Constitution and Rules can be found in your “Handbook of 
The Micropalaeontological Society” or on the website.

CONSTITUTION AND RULES OF THE SOCIETY

THE CONSTITUTION

(including amendments ratified at the Annual General Meetings of 1981, 1986, 1988, 1995, 1998, 
2000, 2001, 2003, 2010 and at the Extraordinary General Meeting of 2007).

Article 1  Name
The name of the organisation shall be “The Micropalaeontological Society”, abbreviated to TMS.

Article 2  Aims and Objectives
The object of the Society shall be the advancement of the education of the public in the study of 
Micropalaeontology.

In furtherance of the above object but not further or otherwise the Society shall have the following 
powers:
a. to undertake research in all subjects related to Micropalaeontology and to publish the 

useful results of such research.
b. to arrange and provide for or join in arranging and providing for the holding of meetings and 

lectures both nationally and internationally
c. to procure to be written and print, publish issue and circulate gratuitously or otherwise any 

reports, periodicals, books pamphlets, leaflets or other documents.
d. to maintain a Directory of Micropalaeontologists.
e. to procure and provide information on matters relating to the subject of 

Micropalaeontology.

Article 3  Rules
The Society shall establish Rules concerning the organisation and the procedures to be followed. A 
copy of these Rules shall be sent to each member. 

Article 4  Membership
Membership of the Society shall be open to all persons and organisations engaged or actively interested 
in the Science of Micropalaeontology. The Society shall be organized and operated exclusively for 
scientific and educational purposes and not for profit. Three types of membership shall be available: 
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committee to those individuals, who have made an outstanding and sustained contribution to the 
Society. Honorary Members receive all the benefits of normal membership of the Society free of 
charge for life. There is no limit to the number of Honorary Members at any one time.

Article 5  Main Committee
The business of the Society shall be conducted by a Main Committee consisting of a President, 
a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Journal Editor, a Special Publications Editor, a Newsletter Editor, a 
Membership Secretary, an Industrial Liaison Officer, a Publicity Officer, a Webmaster and elected 
representatives from each of the Specialist Groups. The number of representatives from the Specialist 
Groups shall normally be two per group, one of whom shall attend each committee meeting. Additional 
representatives can be co-opted at the discretion of the Main Committee. Representatives from other 
societies and associations may also be co-opted to serve on the Main Committee at the discretion of 
the members of the Main Committee.

Article 6  Amendment of the Constitution
The Constitution of the Society can be amended only at a General Meeting by ballot amongst those 
members present and by a two thirds majority of the votes cast, provided no alteration shall be made 
to Article 2, this Article or Article 7 without the prior permission of the Charity Commissioners for 
England and Wales and no alteration shall be made which would cause the Society to cease to be a 
charity at law.

Article 7  Dissolution
The Society shall be dissolved only by a postal ballot amongst the entire membership of the Society 
and by two thirds majority of the votes cast.

Upon dissolution the Main Committee shall distribute any assets remaining after the satisfaction of 
all debts and liabilities to some charitable institution or institutions having objects similar to those of 
the Society.

THE RULES

1 Membership
i) Membership of the Society shall be open to all persons and organisations engaged 

in or actively interested in the study of Micropalaeontology.
ii) Membership may be terminated by resignation in writing to the Membership 

Secretary of the Society.
iii) Any member whose annual dues are more than one year in arrears shall be deemed 

to have resigned, unless otherwise decided by the Main Committee of the Society.

2	 Officers	and	Ordinary	Members	of	the	Main	Committee
i) The President shall preside at all meetings of the Society and its Main Committee 

and shall rule on all questions of procedure that may arise. The President may 
appoint ad-hoc committees at his/her discretion.

ii) The Secretary shall maintain the records of the Society and prepare minutes of its 
Main Committee and shall call meetings of the Society and its Main Committee as 
provided for in the Rules. He/she shall be responsible for all the secretarial duties 
required by the activities of the Society.

iii) The Treasurer shall collect and disburse the funds of the Society and shall be 
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responsible for its accounts. The accounts should be balanced at the end of each 
year and shall be audited by a member of the Society who is not a member of the 
Main Committee.

iv) The number of members serving at any one time on the Main Committee shall not 
be rigidly limited. Additional members may be co-opted at the discretion of the 
Main Committee.

v) All members of the Society are eligible for election as members of the Main 
Committee. 

3	 Terms	of	Office
i) The mandate of Main Committee members officially commences at the end of the 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) at which they are elected.
ii) The President shall be elected to serve for a period of three years and shall not 

normally be eligible for a second consecutive term of office.
iii) The Secretary, Treasurer, Journal Editor, Newsletter Editor, Special Publications 

Editor, Membership Secretary, Industrial Liaison Officer, Publicity Officer and 
Webmaster shall be elected initially for three year terms of office but may be re-
elected for a second term of office in those positions. After two consecutive terms 
of office they shall only be eligible for re-election by a special resolution of the 
Society at the AGM.

iv) Other members of the Main Committee shall be elected for a two year term of 
office, and shall be eligible for a second term of office in that position. After 
two terms of office they shall not normally be eligible for re-election as ordinary 
members of the Main Committee. They remain eligible for election as officers of 
the Society.

4  Nominations and Elections
i) All nominations for election to the Main committee should be proposed and 

seconded by members of the Society. Nominations shall, when any position is due 
to become vacant, be made to the Secretary, at least one month before the date 
of the AGM at which the election will be held. Nominations for any vacancy of 
representatives of the Specialist Groups shall be made through the Chair of that 
group to the Secretary, at least one month before the AGM.

ii) If there is more than one candidate for a post, a list of all candidates for election 
shall be issued by the Secretary in the form of a postal and/or electronic ballot four 
weeks before the AGM. Postal ballot forms must be returned to the Secretary by 
post two days before the meeting (or be handed in prior to the start of the AGM). 
In the case of postal votes, the ballot papers should be placed in a sealed envelope 
and forwarded to the Secretary in order that these votes can be opened at the AGM. 
In the case of electronic votes, the ballot papers should be mailed to the Secretary 
for receipt up until midnight two days prior to the AGM.  If there is only one 
candidate for a post, election will take place at the AGM and be confirmed by a 
two-thirds majority of those members present.  

iii) The Main Committee shall have the power to fill any vacancy occurring for 
any reason on the Main Committee for the unexpired part of the term of office. 
Members so appointed shall be eligible for election to the Main Committee at the 
next AGM.
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i) The Society shall hold an AGM at which the business affairs of the Society shall be 
transacted. The AGM will be held at a time and place set by the Main Committee.

ii) An Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) to transact business of the Society may 
be called by the Main Committee at any time. Such a meeting may also be called if 
the President received a request for such a meeting from any group of at least ten 
members.

iii) All members of the Society shall be informed of the time, place and agenda of any 
AGM or EGM not later than three weeks before it is to be held. 

iv) Additional items may only be added to the Agenda of that meeting with the approval 
of those members present at the meeting.

v) At meetings of the Society, each member present shall have one vote; in the event 
of a tie, the Chair of the Meeting shall have the casting vote on all matters relating 
to the work and activities of the Society.

vi) At meetings of the Main Committee a simple majority of the membership of the 
committee shall constitute a quorum. At the AGM, 8% of the current membership 
of the Society shall constitute a quorum.

vii) The Main Committee may at any time call specialized scientific meetings in 
addition to the General Assemblies.

viii) The Main Committee shall be responsible for managing the business of the Society 
between the AGMs. The Main committee shall present to the AGM at the expiry of 
its term of office a general report on the activities of the Society.

6 Membership Fees
i) The annual membership fees shall be determined at the AGM by the General 

Assembly. Any change in the rates of annual subscriptions shall be determined at 
the AGM by a majority vote of those members present at the meeting.

ii) The financial year of the Society shall normally coincide with the calendar year. 
Subscriptions to the Society shall be due on January 1st of each year.

iii) The society shall participate in the Direct Debiting scheme as an originator for the 
purposes of collecting subscriptions for any class of membership and/or any other 
amounts due to the Society.

iv) Additional levies may be made from time to time by particular specialist groups to 
cover the costs of their particular activities.

7  Postal and/or Electronic Ballots
In the case of matters which must be decided by Postal and/or Electronic ballot 
(Paragraph 4 ii), the Secretary shall send ballot papers to all members of the Society. 
The closing date for the ballot will either be stated clearly on the ballot paper or will 
coincide with the holding of a general meeting of the Society.

8  Amendments of Rules
Amendments to the Rules of the Society may be proposed by the Main Committee 
or by individual members of the Society through the President. Amendments will 
be confirmed at a General Meeting following the receipt of a two thirds majority 
during a Postal and/or Electronic ballot.
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Alan Higgins Award for Applied Micropalaeontology

Alan Charles Higgins (1936–2004), a British micropalaeontologist and expert on conodonts, 
made major contributions to Paleozoic biostratigraphy and helped firmly establish the value of 
micropalaeontology in hydrocarbon exploration. He was a founding member of TMS, its past 
Chairman and Honorary Member. The award of £300 is given to a young scientist, less than 10 
years from graduation, in recognition of a significant record of achievement in the field of applied 
and industrial micropalaeontology, as documented by publications, software, patents, leadership 
or educational activities. The award was established with the help of Alan’s family and friends, to 
commemorate his contribution to micropalaeontology and encourage young researchers in the 
field. It is presented in person at the Society’s AGM in November. The first award will be made in 
2010.

Nominations can be made by any TMS member using the nomination form available on the 
website or from the Secretary, and sent by the end of February of each year to the Secretary 
of TMS. The nominees need not be members of TMS. The award is normally given each year, 
resubmission of unsuccessful nominees is possible.

TMS Grants-in-Aid

TMS Grants-in-Aid are awarded annually to help student members of the Society in their fieldwork, 
conference attendance, or any other specific activity related to their research which has not been 
budgeted for. Grants-in-Aid cannot be awarded for miscellaneous expenditure (e.g. slides, sample 
bags, sample preparation, laboratory costs, SEM photography or producing, photocopying, print-
ing and binding of theses), nor can they be awarded retrospectively. 

A maximum of £200 can be awarded to each successful applicant, and a total of £600 is available 
annually. Awardees are also expected to write a short report for The Newsletter of Micropalae-
ontology once their grant has been used. Application forms may be obtained from the Secretary. 
<pikej@cardiff.ac.uk>

Deadline for application is 28th February 2011

Charles Downie Award

The late Charles Downie was one of the pioneers of palynology in the U.K. and a mentor who 
guided the thinking and development of a large number of postgraduate students who passed 
through the University of Sheffield. Through the efforts of former colleagues at Sheffield, a perma-
nent memorial has now been established to recognize Charles’ contribution to micropalaeontology. 
An annual award will be made to The Micropalaeontological Society member, who in the opinion 
of The Micropalaeontological Society Committee, has published the most significant paper, in any 
journal, based upon his or her postgraduate research.  

An award of £200 will be made for the best paper published during 2010 and will be presented 
at The Micropalaeontological Society AGM in November 2011. Nominations for the best paper 
published in 2010 should be submitted either to the appropriate TMS Specialist Group, or The 
Micropalaeontological Society Secretary by 28th February 2011.
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In order to support the teaching of micropalaeontology at all BSc, MSc and equivalent levels, 
as well as to encourage and reward student engagement and achievement in this field, The 
Micropalaeontological Society has established TMS Student Awards. Each award consists of one 
year’s free membership of the Society, including two issues of Journal of Micropalaeontology 
and Newsletter of Micropalaeontology, discount on TMS and GSPH publications, discounted 
registration fees at TMS specialist group meetings, and eligibility for awards and grants-in-aid.

The awards are given annually by tutors of registered micropalaeontology courses. Only one 
award per year per institution may be given. Nominating tutors must be members of TMS and in 
order to register a course they must submit a completed form to TMS Secretary who will confirm 
in writing that the given course is approved for the award. The Secretary will keep a list of 
registered micropalaeontology courses, conferring with the Committee when necessary. Course 
tutors of registered courses may then give the award at any time of the year on the basis of any 
criteria to students deemed to have achieved meritorious grades. The tutor reports the name and 
address of the awardee, as well as a brief statement on the criteria used to select the awardee, to 
the Secretary, who will collate a list of citations to be tabled each year at the AGM and printed 
in the Newsletter. 

Each year, one TMS Student Award will be awarded in memory of Brian O’Neill.

Eleven courses are currently registered:

TMS Student Awards

EA2009 Microfossils 
School of Earth and Ocean Sciences, Cardiff 
University

500016  Foraminiferen im Schleswig-
holsteinischen Wattenmeer 
IFM-GEOMAR, Kiel

Advanced Micropalaeontology 
Department of Geology, University of Leicester

Microfossils, environments and time 
School of Ocean & Earth Science, University of 
Southampton

Mikropaläontologie 
Institut für Geowissenschaften, Eberhard-Karls 
Universität Tübingen

Micropalaeontology 
University of Bristol

Micropalaeontology: Principles and 
Applications 
Keele University

16199 Micropalaeontology 
Universidad del País Vasco

GLY 5102 Marine Micropalaeontology /
GLY 5104 Applied Micropalaeontology 
/GLY 5207 Case Histories in Marine 
Micropalaeontology / research project 
involving micropalaeontology 
Environmental and Marine Masters Scheme in 
the Faculty of Science, University of Plymouth

ESCM 320/440 Micropalaeontology
School of Geography, Earth and Environmental 
Sciences, University of Birmingham

Introduction to Micropalaeontology
Masters in Geology, University of Ghent – K.U. 
Leuven
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Information for Tutors: In order to register a micropalaeontology course at your institute, 
please fill in the form below and send it to TMS Secretary. You only need to do this once, 
unless the course has changed or you wish to report a different course for the award 
scheme. Tutors are welcome to submit the form electronically.

TMS Student Award – Course Registration Form

Nominating Tutor:

TMS Membership Nr:

University/Higher Education Institution:

Course Name:

Course Description (level, number of students, hours of instruction etc.):

Date:
Please return by mail or electronically to TMS Secretary

The Micropalaeontological Society
http://www.tmsoc.org

Registered as a Charity No 284013



16

TM
S

At the 2010 AGM, the following four TMS Officer posts be-
come vacant:

President
The President is the senior officer of the Society. He or she prepares and chairs 
Committee meetings and the Annual General Meeting, and represents and pro-
motes the Society in all matters between the meetings. The President is one of 
the Trustees of TMS under the UK Charity Commission regulations and is liable 
to safeguard the proper usage of TMS funds. The tenure of the President is three 
years and the incumbent cannot be re-elected.

Membership Secretary
The Membership Secretary is responsible for: producing and dispatching mem-
bership invoices at the beginning of each year, processing membership fee pay-
ments, producing and dispatching reminders when appropriate, maintaining and 
updating the membership database and issuing membership numbers, advising 
the Secretary and Webmaster of new member details for mailing list and web 
access, dispatching letters of welcome to new members, answer membership 
and general enquiries, dispatching back issues of Journal and Newsletter to new 
members.

Newsletter Editor
The Newsletter Editor is responsible for producing the biannual Newsletter of 
Micropalaeontology published by TMS. This involves: soliciting content from of-
ficers of the society and specialist group representatives; announcing meetings 
of interest to the micropalaeontological world and commissioning reports from 
those meetings; collating reports from affiliated societies; collecting general micro-
palaeontological news items; assembling all content into a suitable page layout; 
printing and distribution of the final newsletter to the membership and affiliated 
societies.

Special Publications Editor

If you are interested in standing for any of these posts, please contact TMS Sec-
retary, Jennifer Pike as soon as possible and, in any case, by Wednesday 13th 
October 2010.  The Secretary will be able to talk to you about the requirements of 
the different roles or, alternatively, you are welcome contact the incumbent officer 
(as listed on pp 24-25) and talk to them about the requirements. 

Changes to the TMS Committee
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Specialist Group News
Foraminifera Group Report
Kate Darling & Robert Speijer 
Once more, we had another of our highly suc-
cessful joint “spring” meetings with the Nan-
nofossil Group on the 28th June, hosted by 
the Palaeontology Department at the Natu-
ral History Museum, London. How special 
it always is to savor the breathtaking beauty 
of the NHM building and then enter onto its 
hallowed ground! Arranged to run before the 
start of IPC3, it was reduced to one day rather 
than our traditional two days with the theme 
of “Taxonomic Challenges and Innovations”. 
The talks highlighted the immense contribu-
tion taxonomy continues to make to all as-
pects of our interdisciplinary research themes 
on biodiversity, evolution, biostratigraphy and 
palaeoenvironmental reconstruction. As al-
ways, posters were of a high standard repre-
senting the full range of our disciplines. Sadly 
they could not receive the attention they fully 
deserved due to the time constraints of a sin-
gle day meeting. We were invited to visit the 
NHM micropalaeontology collections at the 
lunch break. As Jeremy Young explained how 
the collections of microfossils and rare books 
are available for all to view and research, we 
were privileged to open the Challenger vol-
umes and feel the excitement of holding the 
actual specimen slides in our hands. The 
meeting was closed with a memorable dis-

cussion following a talk by John Murray (and 
Elizabeth Alve) called “The genus is dead. 
Long live the genus”.  This provocative talk 
questioned the dichotomy of interest between 
serious taxonomists (for whom change is an 
objective) and the users of taxonomy (whose 
basic requirement is taxonomic stability). The 
discussion participants clearly polarized into 
the two camps! 

We now look forward to our next joint Foram 
and Nannofossil Group meeting in 2011. This 
meeting will return to our preferred 2 days for-
mat which will allow much more time for stu-
dent talks and poster sessions. We have been 
invited to join the Grzybowski Foundation 
members for a week of micropalaeontological 
extravaganza in Kraków, Poland! TMS meet-
ing and poster sessions will take place on the 
29th and 30th June, but it is hoped that most 
will come along for the whole week June 27-
July 2 which includes a 2 day field excursion 
and a BBQ party, Polish style! The first circu-
lar for the 8th Polish Micropalaeontological 
Workshop “MIKRO-2011” and Annual TMS 
Foram/Nannofossil Group Meeting Krakow, 
Poland is available on line (see page 32 of this 
Newlsetter).

Silicofossil Group Report
George Swann
Plans are currently being developed to host a 
joint silicofossil-palynology meeting in Tromso, 
Norway. Provisional dates are the 31st March 
to the 1st April 2011. Further details will be 
announced shortly. For further information 
contact George Swann 

gean@bgs.ac.uk

The group is also organising a meeting for 
September 2011 in Lille on the “Geobiology 
of siliceous biomineralisation”. For further in-
formation contact Taniel Danelian 

Taniel.Danelian@univ-lille1.fr
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Phil Jardine
We are delighted to welcome Fabienne Mar-
ret-Davies as the new Chair of the Palynol-
ogy Group. Fabienne is a senior lecturer in the 
School of Environmental Sciences, University 
of Liverpool. Her main interests are the ecol-
ogy and palaeoecology of dinoflagellates and 
their cysts, and much of her research focuses on 
the Quaternary record. Her work also encom-
passes terrestrial palynomorphs (pollen, spores 
and other plant remains) from offshore cores. 
Thanks to Ian Harding for all of his hard work 
as Chair of the Palynology Group over the last 
few years.

Negotiations are still underway for a joint meet-
ing between the Palynology and Silicofossil 
Groups. This is now looking like it will take 
place in Spring 2011; details will follow via 
email and the Palynology Group page on the 
TMS website.

Future meetings with a palynological bent:

The Palynological Society (AASP) 43rd Annual 
Meeting, 29th September to 2nd October 2010, 
at the Harbourview Holiday Inn, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia 

http://www.palynology.org/meetings.html

DINO9, 28th August to 2nd September 2011, 
in Liverpool, UK organised by Fabienne Marret-
Davies and Jane Lewis; see 

http://pcwww.liv.ac.uk/~dino9/index.htm

The Palynological Society (AASP) 44th Annual 
Meeting, 3rd to 8th September 2011, South-
ampton UK (organised by Ian Harding and 
John Marshall; see 

http://www.palynology.org/meetings.html).

Nannofossil Group Report
Tom Dunckley Jones
Foraminifera and Nannofossil groups’ joint meeting, 28 June 2010 
Natural History Museum, London - Taxonomic Challenges and Innovations

The annual foraminifera and nannofossil groups’ 
meeting was arranged at the start of a busy pal-
aeontological week in South Kensington. Meet-
ing attendees (and organisers!) got no gentle 
lead-in to the week, with delegates trickling into 
the Natural History Museum before 9am on this 
sunny Monday morning. There was a sense of 
limbering-up for the week ahead as crisp new 
posters were unfurled and discussions started 
before the meeting even began. 

A meeting focused on “taxonomic challenges 
and innovations” was partly an injunction to the 
members of our specialist groups (in the mode 
of friendly PhD examiner); tell us the taxo-
nomic basis of what you do. Most of us have 
spent hours, days, years doing the hard work of 
taxonomy in order to reconstruct environments 
and habitats, study evolutionary phylogenies, 
provide high-resolution biostratigraphic data, 

produce accurate geochemical data sets. During 
these times all of us must have thought about 
what we are doing at multiple levels: is that 
Reticulofenestra 13.9µm or 14.1µm long? why 
does that make it a different species anyway?  
if I see something with 11 rather than 12 pores 
should I create a new species? why do species 
names change across period boundaries? what 
make Pseudoemiliania, Dictyococcites, Emil-
iania separate genera (or not)? how do I turn 
morphological species concepts into accurate bi-
ological diversity estimates? how much does my 
Paleogene fossil species have in common with 
its extant representatives – its ecology, bioge-
ography, geochemistry? These are the nagging 
questions that can seem to have no final answer, 
or that are addressed by some kind of consensus 
view, or tradition, or expert judgement. They are 
the questions that can keep people arguing for 
years, and years and years… 
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Although sometimes frustrating, we should 
be grateful for these arguments. It means that 
people are thinking about the foundations of 
our classifications (even if perversely at times! 
– and there speaks someone with taxonomic 
prejudices of his own…). It means that people 
will go back and check if those isotope values 
really were from Cibicidoides “spp.”; do the ul-
tra-fine morphological observations that show 
Florisphaera nannoliths are actually highly 
modified coccoliths and that there are multiple 
distinct species; measure the size distributions 
of Reticulofenestra coccoliths and show where 
there are discrete size groups; argue about the 
applicability of Cretaceous biozonations and 
co-ordinate community efforts to standardize 
taxonomic concepts; use molecular genetic 
techniques to interpret patterns of extinction 
and origination in the fossil record; even chal-
lenge the fundamental binomial system and 
the value of the genus (but is the binomial clas-
sification fundamentally easier on our brains – 
as Jeremy noted, the informal classifications 
of our common language have a binomial 
nature of their own; brown bear, polar bear, 
black bear; goat willow, grey willow, weeping 
willow, American pussy willow [hang on, that 
last one’s trinomial! maybe that’s an option?]. 
Remember also the Bauhin brothers, Gaspard 
and Jean [Pinax theatri botanici, 1596], who 
were using a binomial system over a century 
before Linnaeus). All of these efforts were 
presented and discussed at the meeting. The 
day’s proceedings clearly illustrated the great 
taxonomic expertise within our community, 
the continuing efforts being made to refine 
and develop our taxonomic understanding 
and the fundamental importance of rigorous 
taxonomy for all those who gather and use 
data from microfossil assemblages.

The meeting finished in time for a few glass-
es of Pimms in the evening sunshine before 
many of us joined hundreds of our palaeon-
tology colleagues at Imperial College for the 
pre-meeting ice-breaker of the third Interna-
tional Palaeontological Congress. The day 
ended (and for some the evening began) with 

a tight squeeze into a South Kensington tapas 
restaurant, our numbers swelled by one or two 
dinosaur workers picked up along the way. As 
always, the success of a meeting is determined 
by those who contribute in talks and posters 
and the ~60 attendees who joined us for the 
day. I hope it was an interesting, stimulating 
and enjoyable meeting for all. Next year we 
are back on the continent for what promises to 
be another big meeting in the mould of Angers, 
Tübingen and Zurich; this time joining up with 
the Polish micropalaeontology community for 
“Mikro 2011” in Kraków, Poland on the 27-31 
June. We hope to see you there!

A lighter aside for those struggling to 
find taxonomic order:

“This book first arose out of a passage in 
Borges, out of the laughter that shattered, as 
I read the passage, all the familiar landmarks 
of my thought - our thought, the thought that 
bears the stamp of our age and our geogra-
phy - breaking up all the ordered surfaces and 
all the planes with which we are accustomed 
to tame the wild profusion of existing things, 
and continuing long afterwards to disturb and 
threaten with collapse our age-old distinction 
between the Same and the Other. This pas-
sage quotes
a ‘certain Chinese encyclopedia’ in which it 
is written that ‘animals are divided into: (a) 
belonging to the Emperor, (b) embalmed, (c) 
tame, (d) sucking pigs, (e) sirens, (f) fabulous, 
(g) stray dogs, (h) included in the present 
classification, (i) frenzied, (j) innumerable, 
(k) drawn with a very fine camelhair brush, 
(l) et cetera, (m) having just broken the water 
pitcher, (n) that from a long way off look like 
flies’. In the wonderment of this taxonomy, 
the thing we apprehend in one great leap, the 
thing that, by means of the fable, is demon-
strated as the exotic charm of another system 
of thought, is the limitation of our own, the 
stark impossibility of thinking that.”

Michel Foucault, from the Preface to The Or-
der of Things
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Colin Harris (RPS Enery, Aberdeen)

Ostracod Group Field Trip to Skye
June 11th - 14th, 2010

A small, select (and, we like to think, élite) group 
of ostracod enthusiasts met at Kyle of Loch-
alsh to visit the important sites for Jurassic 
and present day ostracods on the Isle of 
Skye. The group was led by the redoubtable 
Professor Alan Lord of the Senckenberg Mu-
seum and the equally redoubtable Dr David 
Horne of QMC and the NHM.

Day 1 started with a visit to an estuary at 
Kyleakin to collect living brackish ostracods 
before visiting the coastal SSSI at Ob Lusa. 
Here Torridonian sandstones unconformably 
underlie Hettangian - early Sinemurian stra-
ta, which contain the classic Ob Lusa Coral 
Bed.

The group motored across Skye to the south 
west coast bay at Elgol, sampling en route Toar-
cian Portree Shale claystones at a roadside cut-
ting beside Loch Slapin and encountering the 
island’s vicious predators, Culicoides impuncta-
tus  - Highland Midges. We were able to off-
set much of their attack with a ‘So Soft Skin’ 

spray, but beware chaps, because one member 
remarked, “Oh, it makes you smell lovely!”. 
Death by a million midge bites sounds almost 
preferable!

Most of the afternoon was taken up in the west 
coast bay at Elgol, where splendid foreshore ex-
posures of Bajocian - Bathonian (Great Estua-
rine Group) deltaic and lagoonal clastics were 
viewed in gloriously sunny weather. Here abun-
dant specimens of conchostracans, darwinulids 
(alicenulids) and even stromatolites could be 

seen in the Lealt Shale Formation, a locality 
featured in Matt Wakefield’s studies. 

Above we see the group at Elgol. Back row 
Nicky Johnson, Ginny Benardout, Dave 
Horne and Colin Harris and front row, Minoo 
Lord, Nikky’s dog Tia and Alan Lord (photo 
courtesy of Sarah Horne).

Such was the interest in the palaeontol-
ogy and geology of this bay, that the group 
agreed unanimously to remain there rather 
than visit Skye’s Talisker Distillery. Now, a de-
cision like that must be a first for any ostracod 
field trip!

We took in spectacular Torridonian fluvial sand-
stone sedimentary structures on the delightful 
single-track road which leads to the old ferry at 

Elgol Bay, with the Black Cuillins 
in the background
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Kylerhea. This winding road below puts you 
in mind of the one travelled by Richard Han-
nay (Robert Donat) in Hitchcock’s 1935 ver-
sion of ‘The Thirty-Nine Steps’.

On Day 2, we journeyed to the north of the 
island to collect from Robin Whatley’s now 
classic Staffin Bay location, where mate-
rial from the marine Callovian - Oxfordian 
Staffin Shale Formation is exposed in cliffs 
and across the rocky foreshore.

We visited Kilmaluag Bay, where brackish la-
goonal clastics of the late Bathonian Kilmalu-
ag Formation yielded specimens of (amongst 
others) Theriosynoecum spp., clearly visible on 
bedding surfaces.

The final highlight of the day was at an idyl-
lic setting on a coastal meadow bedecked with 
Ragged Robins and Northern Marsh Orchids 
beneath the ruins of Duntulm Castle, erstwhile 
home of the Macdonalds. Here a freshwater 
seepage yielded up specimens of the living 
endemic British ostracod Psychrodromus rob-
ertsoni. And look, here is Dave washing some 

material in a nearby rock pool, with Alan look-
ing on.

Mention must also be made of the leaders’ res-
taurant choice. On Kyle Railway Station is ‘The 
Seafood Restaurant’, where excellent fresh pro-
duce is served. This location provided the per-
fect finale to both days.

It is hoped that Alan and Dave will run this trip 
again as it maintains the Society’s high stand-
ards, and is of interest not only to ostracod 

workers for the abundance of its microfau-
nas but also to explorationists for its range of 
Hebridean Basin Jurassic strata of marine, 
deltaic, lagoonal and fluvial origin. 

And finally, for those old enough to remem-
ber, the Rent-A-Wreck Award for crashing 
a car (amongst previous winners are Eric 
Robinson and Tom Kilenyi) remains in abey-
ance as no damage to vehicles was reported, 
despite the narrow switchback roads we en-
countered on Skye.

Autumn Ostracod Group Meeting
Alan Lord is pleased to announce that he will be acting as local secretary for a forthcoming Ostra-
cod Group Autumn talks meeting to be held on 13th October in the recently refurbished Arthur 
Holmes Room at the Geological Society of London’s Burlington House, Piccadilly. The meeting 
will run from 2pm to 5pm.

The meeting will be followed by a celebration of the publication of 
Ostracods in British Stratigraphy.
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Johnny palynology is a funny old chap.  A 
quirk of composition means that pollen, spores, 
dinoflagellate cysts, acritarchs and a whole host 
of other oddments are made of similar enough 
stuff to turn up in the same preparations.  The 
remains of distantly related organisms with highly 
dissimilar life histories and ecologies are thus all 
fair game for any inquisitive palynologist to have 
a poke at.  Being someone who has spent the 
last few years getting to grips with the pollen and 
spore end of things, and who has a fair few dino-
flagellate cysts cropping up in his samples, I felt 
it was time to branch out into a different biologi-
cal group, and learn exactly what these things are 
and how they work.  Happily, help is at hand for 
those keen to steep themselves in the fascinating 
world of dinoflagellates, in the form of the catchi-
ly titled Advanced Course in Jurassic, Cretaceous 
and Cenozoic Organic-Walled Dinoflagellate 
Cysts: Morphology, Paleoecology and Stratigra-
phy (or the Urbino Dinocourse for short).  So, in 
July 2009 I packaged myself off to the beautiful 
town of Urbino in eastern Italy for five days of 
instruction courtesy of some of the world leaders 
in dinoflagellate cyst research.

The course was organised by Henk Brinkhuis 
(Utrecht University, The Netherlands), who was 
joined for the teaching by Martin Head (Brock 
University, Ontario, Canada), Jörg Pross (Goethe 
University, Frankfurt, Germany), James Riding 
(BGS, Keyworth, UK), Paul Schiøler (GNS, New 
Zealand) and Appy Sluijs (Utrecht University, The 
Netherlands).  Course members also came from 
all over the world, with folk travelling from as 
far away as New Zealand and Argentina.  Prior 
knowledge of dinoflagellates was as variable as 
home countries, with some attendees (such as 
yours truly) being completely new to dinoflagel-
late work, and others being seasoned experts in 
the field.  Coffee breaks and lunches provided 
ample opportunities for us all to get to know each 
other, as well as those attending the Urbino Sum-
mer School in Palaeoclimatology, which ran par-
allel to the Dinocourse at the University of Urbino.  

Further socialising and networking opportunities 
were available in the form of evening drinks by 
the swimming pool at the Hotel Tortorina, where 
most of the people from both courses stayed.

The five-day course comprised four days of class-
room-based teaching and practicals, and one day 
in the field. After an introduction to dinoflagellate 
biology and taxonomy on the first morning of 
the course, the majority of the teaching focused 
on describing biostratigraphically important taxa 
through time, starting in the Triassic and moving 
up to the Quaternary by the last day. On the final 
afternoon each instructor (or one of their post-
grads in the case of Henk and Appy) delivered a 
case study illustrating the various applications of 
dinoflagellates to palaeoclimatology, palaeoecol-
ogy and palaeoenvironmental reconstruction. 
There were three practical sessions during the 
course, with one practical focusing on dinoflag-
ellate cyst morphology (using polystyrene balls, 
rather inventively), and two exploring their ap-
plications in reconstructing palaeoenvironmental 
conditions, using the K-P and P-E boundaries as 
examples. All teaching presentations were pro-
vided as electronic files as part of the extensive 
course pack, which also included taxon range-
data and photographs, as well as literature and 
comprehensive notes on dinoflagellate biology 
and biostratigraphy.

The mid-course field trip took us to the world-
famous K-P boundary section in Gubbio.  A 
good look at this was followed by a delectable 
and lengthy lunch (why can’t all fieldwork be like 
this?), with a tour through the Cenozoic deep-sea 
sediments of the region in the afternoon. All in 
all this is an excellent course for anyone wanting 
to learn more about applying dinoflagellate cysts 
to palaeontological problems. The course is very 
suitable for both dino-novices and experienced 
workers looking to further their knowledge, 
perhaps in a new part of the geologic column. 
Thanks very much to TMS for contributing fund-
ing towards my attendance on this course.

TMS Grant-in-aid report 
Advanced Course in Jurassic, Cretaceous and Cenozoic 
Organic-Walled Dinoflagellate Cysts
Phil Jardine
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The Grzybowski Foundation

Report from GF Chairman - Dr Mike Kaminski

With the publication of this summer’s newslet-
ter the Grzybowski Foundation is pleased to 
renew its continuing collaboration with The 
Micropalaeontological Society to bring news 
items to the attention of Micropalaeontologists 
in Eastern Europe and elsewhere. If you are 
reading this column and you live in the “New 
Europe” or in Russia, and you are not a TMS 
member, it means that you are one of the 80+ 
associate members of the Grzybowski Foun-
dation.  We also like to thank our dues-paying 
members worldwide for their continued sup-
port, and this is also a reminder to send in 
your yearly dues payment for 2010, if you 
have not already done so. The GF relies upon 
the generosity of its members to fund ongo-
ing activities. Membership in the GF certainly 
has its benefits – members receive print copies 
of our special publications and have access to 
the Members Only pages on the GF website, 
where lots of useful publications can be found.  
In addition you have the satisfaction of know-
ing that you are supporting a dynamic group 
of people who are active in research and train-
ing in Micropalaeontology in Central Europe, 
and other valuable activities such as our meet-
ings and special publications.  

This year has been a busy one for the GF – In 
April we hosted the Third International Short 
Course on Foraminifera in Urbino (see report 
by G. Lee & E. Setoyama), and in Septem-
ber we will co-sponsor the FORAMs meeting 
in Bonn (notice the GF logo on the meeting’s 
website).  The Urbino course returned a profit 
for the foundation this year, and as a result 
we are pleased to announce that two young 
scientists from Eastern Europe have been 
awarded “Brian J. O’Neill Memorial Confer-
ence Travel Grants” to enable their partici-
pation at the FORAMs meeting (We couldn’t 
decide who was the better candidate, so we 

gave grants to both top-ranked candidates:  
Zofia Dubicka from Warszawa and Emöke 
Toth from Budapest). The big news is the 
fact that the next MIKRO-2011 meeting will 
be a much larger gathering than normal:  
For the first time, the GF and TMS will host 
a joint gathering: The 8th Polish Micropalae-
ontological Workshop and the Annual TMS 
Foram-Nannofossil Group meetings will be 
held jointly at the AGH University of Science 
and Technology in Kraków.  The meeting will 
take place beginning the 27th of June, 2011 
(see first Circular), and the event will consist 
of short courses, museum visits, a three-day 
scientific session, and a joint field excursion 
to visit Grzybowski’s localities in the Polish 
Carpathians southeast of Kraków.  One of the 
prerequisites of the meeting’s field trip is the 
traditional campfire and BBQ, with the ac-
companying sing-song around the campfire, 
in various languages. Angela, our Romanian 
guitar-playing student, has kindly agreed to 
come along and serenade us once again with 
her sweet melodies. The timing of the meeting 
couldn’t be better, since the preceding week 
the famous “Wianki” or Midsummer’s Eve 
celebrations will take place in Kraków, which 
is accompanied by concerts, outdoor events, 
and fireworks over the Wawel Castle.  This 
will be the perfect time to come and spend 
an extended holiday in Kraków.  The city is 
very accessible by budget airlines, and there is 
a wide choice of accommodation to fit every 
budget, from the new five-star Sheraton to 
low-cost student hotels and youth hostels.  We 
are planning that at least 100 people will be in 
attendance at next year’s meeting.  

This spring the GF also greets four new Ph.D. 
Micropalaeontologists among its members:  In 
the beginning of June, our former Librarian 
Agnieszka Curiej successfully defended her 
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Ph.D, in Earth Sciences at the AGH University 
of Science and Technology in Kraków on the 
subject of Oligocene nannofossil limestones 
from the northern Carpathians. Agnieszka re-
ceived the Stanislaw Geroch Memorial Grant 
in Aid while she was still a masters student, 
and for the whole tenure of her Ph.D. stud-
ies looked after the Grzybowski Library.  We 

all owe Agnieszka (pictured centre, above with 
members of her Ph.D. examination committee 
at the AGH University of Science & Technol-
ogy in Krakow; her thesis supervisorGrzegorz 
Haczewski is standing to her immediate left) a 
debt of gratitude for her loyalty in this position.  
In the middle of June Abdullah Al Dhubaib 
successfully defended his Ph.D. on the subject 
of the Jurassic micropalaeontology of Saudi 
Arabia at UCL.  Abdullah has now returned 
to Saudi Arabia to take up a position at Saudi 
Aramco.  Finally at the end of June we had a 
“two for one deal” at the Babes-Bolyai Univer-
sity in Transylvania.  

Claudia Beldean (pictured right) successfully 
defended her Ph.D. thesis on the subject of 
Lower Miocene micropalaeontology of the 
northern Transylvanian Basin, and the next 
day Lorand Silye (who was also a recipient 
of the Stanislaw Geroch Memorial Grant in 
Aid some years ago) defended his Ph.D. on 

the topic of Sarmatian micropalaeontology of 
the southern part of the Transylvanian Basin.  
Claudia will be doing a post-doc at BBU, while 
Lorand (pictured above) will stay on at BBU 
as a lecturer. The bottle of homemade Palinka 
I received from Lorand’s “Uncle Csobi” will re-
main on my shelf as a lasting reminder of the 
big event. Our heartfelt congratulations go out 
to all our new Ph.D. micropalaeontologists, 
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The 10th International Symposium on Fossil 
Algae will be held in Cluj-Napoca (Romania) 
between September 8-13, 2011. Two days (11 
and 12 September) are planned for oral presen-
tations and posters. During the pre-symposium 
excursion (8-10 September), localities with al-
gae from East Carpathians (Haghimas Moun-
tains and Dambovicioara region), as well as 
from the western border of the Transylvanian 
basin (Lopadea Veche and Somesul Rece) will 

be visited. A second field-trip (post-symposium 
excursion, 13 September) is planned to visit lo-
calities with Eocene red algae from the north-
western part of the Transylvanian basin (Letca 
and Rastoci in Jibou area). More information 
will be available together with the first circular 
during September 2010. For further informa-
tion please contact: Ioan Bucur: 

ioanbucur@yahoo.com 

The 10th International Symposium on Fossil Algae

and we are looking forward to seeing exciting 
new research articles from them!  The Ph.D. 
dissertations will be made available to down-
load on the GF website.  

At the Grzybowski Library we need to make al-
ternative arrangements for people who wish to 
visit – for now Museum Curator Jola Gruza will 
be looking after the library, as our Librarian 
Wieslawa Król will be doing a summer work 
placement at Statoil and then spending the 
autumn semester at the University of Bergen 
on a research scholarship.  Best wishes to you, 
Violka, and we hope things turn out well for 
you in Norway! 

The dates and venue of the Ninth Interna-
tional Workshop on Agglutinated Foraminif-
era have now been decided.  The meeting will 
be held at the University of Zaragosa in Spain 
the first week of September, 2012. The post-
conference field excursion will be to the north 
coast of Spain to see the famous Zumaya and 
Sopelana sections, which are candidates for 
various GSSPs. We hope the meeting will not 
conflict with the INA meeting which will be or-
ganised in Cluj-Napoca – and we will adjust 
the dates of the meeting accordingly to avoid 
any overlap. The organizing committee will be 

headed by Laia Alegret, and people can con-
tact Laia for additional information. 

Finally, the GF will publish two special publica-
tions later this year:  Theodor Neagu’s book on 
Albian Foraminifera from the Romanian Plain 
has been reviewed and is now back on the 
author’s desk for final corrections.  The “Pro-
ceedings of the Eighth International Workshop 
on Agglutinated Foraminifera” is now in the 
final editing stage.  Authors’ proofs are being 
sent out this week – we now have 12 articles 
in the proof stage, and another three that are 
still in review.  If you have attended the 8th 
IWAF and you still wish to submit something 
for the proceedings volume, please contact me 
immediately. This is the last chance to submit 
an article to the volume. Of course, the Ab-
stract Volume and Field Guide to next year’s 
MIKRO/TMS meeting will also be published 
as a Grzybowski Foundation Special Publica-
tion.  The deadline for submitting abstracts to 
this volume will be announced in the second 
circular, which will be circulated in the next 
Newsletter.  Wishing all our members a good 
summer! 

Mike Kaminski, Chairman 
m.kaminski@ucl.ac.uk
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A new genus of agglutinated foraminifera has entered the micro-
palaeontological literature in the current issue of the Revue de Micro-
paleontologie.  The genus Rectogerochammina Kaminski, Cetean & 
Neagu, 2010 was discovered in Campanian deep-water limestones 
of the Scaglia Rossa Formation in the Contessa Highway section in 
Italy.  The derivation of the name is actually from the genus Gero-
chammina first described by Theodor Neagu in 1990.  Gerocham-
mina displays trochospiral to biserial chamber arrangement, while 
Rectogerochammina adds a terminal uniserial part.  Of course, the 
genus name ultimately honours the memory of our old friend and 
mentor Stan Geroch, who devoted his scientific career to the study 
of agglutinated foraminifera.  A pdf of the article with the description 
of the new genus can be obtained from Science Direct or from the 
authors of the paper.  

Figure 1. Holotype of Rectogerochammina eugubina, scale = 100 
µm.

Reference: 
Kaminski, M.A., Cetean, C.G. & Neagu, T. 2010. Rectogerocham-
mina eugubina, n.gen., n.sp. a new agglutinated foraminifer from 
the Upper Cretaceous of Gubbio, Italy. Revue de Micropaleontologie, 
53, 121-124.

New Foraminiferal Genus honours the memory of 
Stanislaw Geroch

The International Working Group on Fo-
raminiferal Classification is an ad-hoc group of 
foraminiferal specialists who are interested in 
the higher systematics of the foraminifera and 
in the generic classification of the group.  The 
IWGFC is an initiative organised through the 
Grzybowski Foundation and meets regularly at 
the IWAF meetings, and at the MIKRO meet-
ings.  The group has met annually since 2003, 
and is currently overseeing an effort to compile 
an up-to-date catalogue of all the valid genera 
of agglutinated foraminifera, and order them 
into a system of higher systematics.  This effort 
to revise the agglutinated genera is currently 
funded by a consortium of petroleum compa-
nies and micropalaeontological consultancies. 
From this starting point, we hope to move on 

to revise the other groups of foraminifera and 
eventually produce a new version of the fo-
raminiferal “Treatise”.  

The IWGFC is not intended to be an exclusive 
committee or organisation, and we wish to in-
vite other like-minded people to join us in this 
effort.  For this reason the GF will organise a 
workshop at the FORAMs meeting in Bonn this 
year.  This may simply take the form of an in-
formal evening gathering during the meeting 
with the aim to broaden participation, but the 
next formal working session of the group will 
be held at the Grzybowski Library in Kraków 
during the MIKRO-2011 meeting. This meeting 
of the working group is likely to take place on 
Monday morning, June 27, 2011. 

The GF’s Working Group on Foraminiferal Classification 
meets at the FORAMs meeting
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on Foraminifera held at the University of 
Urbino, Italy.  Nearly fifty students attended 
each week from all over Europe and the rest 
of the world, many from places as far away as 
Egypt, China, Korea, Australia, Israel, the USA, 
the Middle East, and a good number from 
South American countries.  In just three years 
the school has become very popular and places 
had to be limited due to over-subscription.  The 
school was organised and hosted by Dr Mike 
Kaminski of University College London, and Dr 
Fabrizio Frontalini of the University of Urbino 
under the auspices of, and with sponsorship 
from, the Gzyrbowski Foundation.  There were 
many others involved both in the presentation 
and the organisation of the course and some 
notable names in foraminiferal micropalaeon-
tology were included amongst the lecturers.

The University of Urbino is located on a hill with 
panoramic views in all directions, and the old 
city with its palace, artworks, architecture and 
restaurants is only a ten-minute stroll away.  Ac-
commodation for delegates was provided at 
a modest cost in single en-suite rooms at the 
university.  The rooms were clean and comfort-
ably furnished, and breakfast was included in 
the price.  Many of the rooms have panoramic 
views of the surrounding countryside including 
some of the highest peaks in the area.  There is 
a cafeteria style restaurant providing lunch and 
dinner, although the restaurants in Urbino are 
well worth a visit.  Staying on the site encour-
aged students to socialise together and lasting 
friendships and professional relationships have 
been forged that can only be of benefit to the 
future of micropalaeontology.

The school itself is divided into two stand-alone 
five-day courses, one on benthics and the other 
on planktonics.  These can be attended indi-
vidually or taken together to offer a full intro-
duction to the subject.  The courses are suitable 

either for first-time students or for seasoned 
academics and industry specialists needing to 
refresh or update their knowledge.  Students 
included people at all stages in their careers 
from bachelors to post-docs and industrial mi-
cropalaeontologists, and from disciplines as 
diverse as archaeology, environmental science 
and geochemistry, as well as micropalaeontolo-
gy.  Student’s interests spanned the stratigraphic 
record and included both fossil and recent fo-
raminifera.

The benthic course was structured to include 
lectures in the morning part of the session and 
practical work each afternoon.  Input on ag-
glutinated and calcareous forms was provided 
by Mike Kaminski with additional material from 
Claudia Cetean of the Natural History Museum 
in London, Fabrizio Frontalini of the University 
of Urbino, Justin Parker of the Goethe Univer-
sity in Frankfurt, and Eiichi Setoyama of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences.  Subject matter 
included not just the biostratigraphy, palae-
oecology, classification and identification of fos-
sil taxa, but also the ecology and distribution 
of living forms.  Extensive reference collections 
were available to support study of the numerous 
type slides and samples available.  The material 
included examples from the Boreal and Tethyan 
realms as well as the Indian, Pacific, and Atlan-
tic oceans and the Mediterranean. Extensive 
use was also made of ODP samples.

The planktonic course also contained a mixture 
of lecture and practical work and, in addition 
to input from Mike Kaminski, included sessions 
with Rodolfo Coccioni and Isabella Primolo Sil-
va on the Cretaceous, and Maria Rose Petrizzo 
on the Palaeogene.  Particularly popular was 
the use of a microscope fitted with a camera 
that showed the material under discussion to 
the whole class and which aided understanding 
of morphotypes and taxonomy.

3rd International School on Foraminifera  
Urbino, Italy, 7th - 16th April 2010 
Geoff Lee (UCL) and Eiichi Setoyama (PAN-Kraków)
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Each course included a field trip and a social 
dinner.  The benthic field trip included a visit 
to the Contessa quarry close to Gubbio where 
students were able to see and sample the Ceno-
manian-Turonian boundary and then walk all 
the way up through the section almost to the 
Miocene.  

Figure 1. The Cenomanian-Turonian boundary 
at Contessa.

Above the quarry on the Contessa Highway sec-
tion the Cretaceous-Palaeogene boundary was 
exposed although, by this time, everyone was 
wet through due to the only day of bad weather. 
The boundary clay itself has long since been re-

moved by souvenir hunters!  Later a visit to the 
geological museum at Piobbico allowed every-
one to dry off and also buy some palaeontologi-
cal gifts from the little shop.  In the afternoon 
came an opportunity to explore the old town 
of Gubbio and then, in the evening, the social 
dinner included a four course meal, wine, kara-
oke and dancing.  Mike Kaminski and Rodolfo 
Coccioni’s rendition of some traditional songs 
sprinkled with some Beatles numbers will be re-
membered for a long time to come.

The excursion for the planktonic course was to 
the Monte Conero national park close to Anco-
na.  This time the weather was kinder and a visit 
to the Eocene-Oligocene GSSP was enjoyed by 
everyone.  Close by it was possible to sample 
the Cretaceous-Palaeogene boundary again.
 
At the end of the course many students took the 
opportunity to see a little more of Italy before 
they went home.  Of course, for some, the erup-
tion of the volcano on Iceland ensured that their 
stay as a tourist was longer than they intended 
but everyone agreed that the course had been 
interesting, worthwhile and good value.  We 
would like to thank The Micropalaeontological 
Society (Geoff Lee) and the Grzybowski Foun-
dation (Eiichi Setoyama) respectively for sup-
porting our attendance on this course through a 
grant-in-aid to each of us.
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8th Polish Micropalaeontological 
Workshop “MIKRO-2011”

Annual TMS Foram/Nannofossil Group Meeting
Kraków, Poland, June 27 – July 2, 2011

First Circular
The Grzybowski Foundation and The Micropalae-
ontological Society are pleased to announce the 
dates of the combined MIKRO-2011 Workshop 
and TMS Foram/Nanno Group meeting. The 
workshop is open to all micropalaeontologists 
irrespective of society membership, and follows 
workshops previously held in the Holy Cross 
Mountains (MIKRO-2009) and at the Natural 
History Museum (TMS Foram/Nanno group).  
The combined workshop/meeting will consist of 
three days of technical sessions, followed by a 
two-day field excursion in the picturesque Car-
pathian flysch deposits made famous by Józef 
Grzybowski and co-workers. 

The meeting will be held in the main building 
of the AGH University of Science & Technology 
situated on the outskirts of the medieval city of 
Kraków. This is the first joint meeting hosted by 
the Grzybowski Foundation and The Micropalae-
ontological Society, and we hope this will be an 
ideal venue for colleagues from east and west. 
Microscopes and seminar rooms will be made 
available for working groups and for demonstra-
tion purposes. The Grzybowski Foundation will 
publish the conference abstract volume as a Spe-
cial Publication.

Costs:
The registration fee for the conference is estimat-
ed around 150 zloty (£40), and TMS travel grants 
will be made available to student participants. 

The Grzybowski Foundation will also make avail-
able a limited number of MIKRO-grants for stu-
dent participants from Eastern Europe. Kraków 
is easily accessed by several budget airlines, and 
offers a full range of accommodation possibilities 
for the visiting tourist. There is a wide choice of 
accommodation within walking distance to the 
AGH, from youth hostels and student hotels in 
the 60-zl range to 4 and 5-star hotels. The full 
venue and details of costs and registration dead-
lines will be announced in the second circular. 

Preliminary Program:
Monday, June 27  – Micropalaeontological Data 
Analysis Short Course (by Oyvind Hammer; ex-
tra fee)
Grzybowski Museum Tour (Geol. Museum ING 
UJ, sw. Anny, Collegium Maius)
Annual Meeting of the Working Group on Fo-
raminiferal Classification 
Tuesday, June 28  – MIKRO-2011 meeting and 
GF welcoming reception. 
Wednesday June 29 to Thursday, June 30 – 
TMS Foram/Nanno group meeting and Poster 
Sessions
Thursday evening, June 30 – Departure for Field 
Excursion.  Overnight in Iwonicz Zdrój.  
Friday, July 1 to Saturday, July 2 – Field Excur-
sion (Krosno, Weglówka, Dukla, Barwinek). Fri-
day: second overnight in Iwonicz / BBQ party.  
Saturday: Field Excursion (Bóbrka, Gorlice) 
evening return to Kraków.

Organising committee
For the Grzybowski Foundation:
Mike Kaminski; Chairman, Anna Waskowska (Co-
ordinator at AGH), Forams; Marta Bak (ING UJ), 
Siliceous Microfossils; M. Adam Gasinski (ING 
UJ),	Forams;	Jarosław	Tyszka	(ING	PAN),	Forams;	
Ramona Balc (BBU), Nannofossils; Felix Gradstein 
(UiO Geology Museum), Stratigraphy.

For The Micropalaeontological Society:
Michal Kucera (President);
Kate Darling (TMS Foram group);
Tom Dunkley Jones (TMS Nannofossil group)

For further information check the Grzybowski Foundation website under “what’s new?”
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ful to make connections. One such connection 
came to mind earlier this week when the Ger-
man team lost against the Spanish in World Cup 
competition. One of Germany’s key players is 
Łukasz	Podolski,	whose	paternal	ancestors	ob-
viously hailed from Podole, a geographic entity 
that no longer exists. This was the Polish name 
for an eastern district of the country that was 
annexed by the Soviet Union in 1939: the area 
is now known as the Khmelnytskyi and Vinnyt-
sia oblasts in the western Ukraine.  Since the 
German hopes for the World Cup likewise no 
longer exist, the link to Podole becomes more 
apparent. In addition to its persistence in the 
surnames of Polish people scattered around the 
globe, the name of the province still persists in 
zoological nomenclature.  In 1949, Joseph A. 
Cushman	 and	Konstanty	Głazewski	 published	
a paper on the Jurassic foraminifera from the 
Podole region in which the authors described 
the species Lituola podolica.  

Konstanty	Maria	Franciszek	Głazewski	was	born	
in 1911 into an aristocratic family in Chmielowa 
nad Dniestrem in the Tarnopol District of the 
former eastern Poland. According to one of the 
genealogy websites Konstanty married Johan-
na Korwin-Krasinska, the countess of Krasny, 
in London in 1946. Joanna was a descend-
ant of Prince Adam Kazimierz Czartoryski who 
served in the “Great Congress” of 1788-1790 
that voted in the Polish Constitution (The same 
website reveals that King Alexander Karageor-
gevich of Yugoslavia (1888-1934) was a distant 
cousin).	We	assume	that	Głazewski	was	in	the	
Polish forces, finding himself in London at the 
end of the war.

The	paper	by	Cushman	&	Głazewski	is	indeed	
a curiosity. In a defiant gesture of post-WWII po-
litical incorrectness, the location map published 
in the paper shows Poland with its pre-1939 
borders, not the ones drawn up by Uncle Joe 
Stalin. The introduction to the paper states that 

K.	Głazewski	collected	the	sam-
ples in 1937, most likely during 
an excursion of the Polish Geo-
logical Society that took place 
that year, but it is not clear how 
the collection of foraminifera 
from Podole found its way to 
London. The paper states that 
Mr.	Głazewski	worked	(perhaps	
as only a visitor?) at the Natural 
History Museum after the war. 
This fact is unsurprising, since 
many Poles from the eastern 
part of the country could not 
return home after the fall of 
the iron curtain. Unfortunately, 
there is no record at the Mu-
seum of what kind of connec-
tions	K.	Głazewski	had	with	the	
NHM. Anything beyond the fact 
that the collection is housed at 
the NHM is pure speculation.  
In	any	case,	by	1947	Głazewski	

The K. Głazewski Collection of Foraminifera 
at the NHM, London
By Mike Kaminski
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was in Trinidad, and moved on from there to 
Bogota.	 	 By	 1958	 the	 Głazewski	 family	 had	
moved to Paris, where Konstanty died in 1989.  
The brachiopod genus Glazewskia Pajaud, 
1964 described from the Jurassic of Podole 
honours his memory.  Thank goodness the fo-
raminiferal collection remained in London, as 
colleagues working on the Jurassic foraminifera 
of the region will be pleased to know that the 
collection can be easily accessed.  

The	Głazewski	Collection	of	Jurassic	Foraminif-
era at the NHM occupies two drawers in the 
foraminiferal collections housed in the Heron-
Allen Library. Housed in cardboard single-hole 
slides, the new species described by Cushman & 
Głazewski	are	all	in	the	collection	–	and	in	some	
cases the holotype and paratypes are identi-
fied	as	such.	Głazewski	honoured	some	famous	
Polish micropalaeontologists with patronymic 

species names, such as Lituola siemiradzkii and 
Gaudryina althi.  These species are present in 
the NHM collection, although the specific name 
of the former species is mis-spelled on the slide 
containing the holotype (see fig. on p. 33). A 
number of slides have annotations that ad-
ditional specimens have been sent to the US 
National Museum.  There are many slides with 
additional specimens that are not labeled as 
primary types.  Visitors to the micropalaeonto-
logical collections of the NHM can access the 
collection, which is housed in drawers T14 & 
T15 in the Heron-Allen Library.  
 
Reference:
Cushman, J.A. & Glazewski, K. 1949. Upper 
Jurassic Foraminifera from the Nizniow Lime-
stone of Podole, Poland. Contributions from 
the Cushman Laboratory for Foraminiferal Re-
search, 25, 1-10. 
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IRGO
the International Research Group on Ostracoda

Birds do it, bees do it, ….

…even societies do it now: since swarm behaviour 
is known to be a very efficient protection against 
predators it is the method of choice to support the 
threatened species micropalaeontology! After INA 
has announced affiliation in the last Newsletter, it 
is now the turn of IRGO, which is glad to enter 
the flock of societies gathering with TMS to form a 
more powerful, international micropalaeontologi-
cal association.

What is IRGO? A brief retrospective: following to 
a first meeting of ostracod workers in 1963 (ini-
tiated by H. S. Puri), the “Committee on Recent 
Ostracoda” was established. Herein, a number of 
subcommittees were formed, each confined to an 
ostracod taxon, by which the consistency of fossil 
(= valve) and Recent (=soft part) taxonomy could 
be improved. In spite of this practical collabora-
tion of the two fields, the success of subsequent 
committee meetings was hampered by the fact 
that palaeontologists naturally did not feel fully 
represented by the ‘Committee on Recent Ostra-
coda’. As a reaction, the International Research 
Group on Ostracoda was proclaimed in 1977 as 
an official working group of the International Pal-
aeontological Association under the International 
Council of Scientific Unions and UNESCO.  From 
then on, IRGO has been representing the commu-
nity of all ostracod workers worldwide, no matter 
which branch or position. 

Today, IRGO is still a voluntary association, with-
out dues or membership lists. International meet-
ings are held regularly (currently every four years). 
In between, the community keeps in touch by sub-
group meetings, such as the European Ostracod-
ologists’ Meeting and meetings of German, French 
or Italian language, TMS Ostracod Group and - 
last but not least - by using OSTRACON, an email 
based discussion list. This was established as early 
as 1995 by Rosalie Maddocks at the University of 
Houston. Community news has been circulated 
by ‘The Ostracodologist’ from 1963 (by Ephraim 
Gerry), replaced by ‘Cypris’ in 1982, active until 

today. More details can of course be found on the 
IRGO home page (address see below); however, a 
new internet presentation is currently in prepara-
tion.

Ostracods have the best fossil record of all Crus-
tacean classes. A very high percentage of IRGO 
members are palaeontologists, and I am sure that 
every ostracodologist investigating extant taxa will 
admit that his/her work is somehow depending on, 
or influenced by the knowledge of ostracod evolu-
tion, achieved by a long tradition of palaeontologi-
cal research. 

The current IRGO committee is well aware of the 
pressures and threats micropalaeontology increas-
ingly experiences – the severe cuts of posts within 
the micropalaeontological section of the Natural 
History Museum in London being the latest nega-
tive culmination in this story. On the other side, 
can any other palaeontological discipline serve in 
similar multifaceted ways to highly current topics 
and applied techniques, such as climate recon-
struction, sediment dating, hydrocarbon explora-
tion, oceanography, and archaeological excava-
tions?

It is high time for micropalaeontological associa-
tions to grow together in order to speak up loudly 
and in one voice. However, we can only speak in 
one voice, if we have the same text to follow, so 
to say. We need a fluid exchange of information, 
and the proper wish to communicate between the 
associations. IRGO very much appreciates the 
opportunity to spread ostracod and related news 
through the TMS newsletter to a wide community 
of micropalaeontologists, and is eager to learn 
more about what is going on in related fields. 

As a starter, the current Newsletter includes three 
ostracod meeting reports. I am confident that fu-
ture issues will be intensively used as an informa-
tion platform by the IRGO community. 

http://userpage.fu-berlin.de/~palaeont/irgo/irgo-
home.html

An Introduction to IRGO from the President - Renate Matzke-Karasz
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Réunion des ostracodologistes de langue Française 23
Ian Boomer & Jean-Paul Colin

The successful ROLF series of meetings (Réun-
ion des ostracodologistes de langue Française) 
continued this year with a meeting organised 
by Rakia Benzarti and her colleagues from 
SEREPT, and Tunis University, Tunisia. As usu-
al, the meeting was not restricted to those with 
a good knowledge of the French language (one 
of the current authors can attest to this!). A to-
tal of 31 ostracodologists attended the meeting 
from Tunisia, France, Morocco, Portugal, UK, 
Poland, Luxembourg, Belgium, Switzerland, 
Italy and Brazil.

The first day began with eulogies following 
the recent losses of our friends Pierre Donze, 
Emmanuel Grosdidier and Roseline Weiss. A 
brief discussion followed regarding the venue 
for the next ROLF – most likely in Geneva in 
2012 as proposed by Jacques Sauvagnat. We 
then had the traditional introductions via the 
“table ronde” and this was followed by a full 
day of talks  discussing material ranging from 
Devonian to Holocene in age but with a strong 
emphasis on Cretaceous-Early Tertiary ostra-
cods – the meeting was slightly interrupted by 
an unpleasant virus (of the PC variety) that held 
up proceedings. The 6 course lunch at the ad-
joining SEREPT restaurant helped us to deal 

with the stress (including a lamb couscous and 
a fish course based on what appeared to be two 
large 10 kg ‘Groupers’ cooked in a tin bath, pre-
sented to the ensemble for our approval). Fol-
lowing a later-than-planned end to the session, 
we boarded the bus to Hammamet, about 90 
minutes drive away on the eastern Coast of Tu-
nisia to the Hotel Méhari where we dined well, 
not for the first time that day. In the late evening 
we visited ‘Medina’ a purpose-built collection 
of shops and restaurants/bars within a walled 
‘Beau-Geste’ setting.

Day 2, our first field day, began with the threat 
of rain in the air, but that soon lifted as we set 
off to examine sediments of the Cap Bon penin-
sula. Most of the exposure was associated with 
the construction of small local dams providing 
access to sequences of Messinian and Pliocene 
age, all developed in shelf facies.  We returned 
to the same hotel for lunch and in the afternoon 
left for the central region of Tunisia in the direc-
tion of El Kef. However, we turned off a little be-
fore reaching the famous KT boundary site and 
instead on this occasion visited an early Palaeo-
gene section cut through a river gorge exposing 
highly-angled beds of alternating clays, marls 
and shelly limestones of Lutetian-Priabonian 
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age (Eocene). The shallowing-up sequence 
was particularly rich in marine ostracods and 
foraminifera at the base but the microfauna 
became increasingly de-pauperate as the sedi-
ments became younger. Occasional limestones 
packed with small 1 cm-sized ‘conch’ gastro-
pods became more common up-sequence.

It was almost 7pm by the time we set off for 
Kairouan and our 3rd hotel in three days, the 
5-star El Kasbah Hotel (it rocked). Day 3 began 
with a brief tour of the Old City of Kairouan 
and a visit to the streets around the 7th century 
Mosque, the 4th most important in the Islamic 
world. We were given a bird’s-eye view of the 
mosque by a friendly local shopkeeper – who 
of course then invited us to see the full range of 
carpets he had for sale. Following a bit of hag-
gling for carpets and local trinkets we moved off 
by coach for a 2 hour journey to our first stop of 
the day, an exposure adjacent to a road tunnel 
at El Garia through more Palaeogene sediments 
(Ypresian-Priabonian). 

A further 2 hour drive took us to our last field 
locality of the meeting in the Kasserine area 

where we examined some late Cretaceous ma-
rine shelf sediments at Djebel Douleb, again al-
ternating argillites and limestones. From there 
we travelled a short distance to an operational 
oil production site at Douleb where both ‘nod-
ding-donkey’ and injection wells were in opera-
tion from a fractured limestone reservoir of Ap-
tian age and Albian source-rock. We were then 
treated to an ‘al fresco’ 4 course meal on site 
followed by a brief cultural stop at the Roman-
Byzantine archaeological site at Sbeitla mark-
ing a fine end to the field trip. We then began 
the long 3hr journey back to Tunis, many of 
us laden with samples. We arrived back at our 
original hotel at about 10:30pm where many of 
us contemplated the possible effects of the latest 
Icelandic volcano eruption on our homeward 
journeys.

I’m sure that all the participants would like join 
us in thanking Rakia and her co-organisers 
for their wonderful organisation and for the 
friendly welcome we had in Tunisia, we all took 
away many great memories and look forward 
to meeting up again at the next Reunion in Ge-
neva.

German-Speaking Ostracodologists’ Meeting 
Jena, 9th - 11th April 2010
Peter Frenzel & Thomas Daniel

There have been twelve meetings of German-
speaking ostracodologists since the first one or-
ganized by Eugen Kempf in Cologne in 1988. 
New results and perspectives of ostracod research 
by biologists and palaeontologists are presented 
in a relaxed atmosphere. The latest meeting hap-
pened from April 9th to 11th 2010 at the Institute 
of Geosciences of the Friedrich-Schiller University 
in Jena, Thuringia. Altogether, 25 scientists and 
interested hobby palaeontologists from Germany 
and Austria as well as guest scientists from abroad 
met in Jena.

Our meeting started with a dinner in the restau-
rant Zur Noll in the city centre of Jena on Friday. 
On Saturday, Thomas Daniel (Jena) opened the 
talks giving an overview on the ostracods from 
the Middle Pleistocene hominid site Bilzingsle-

ben in Thuringia, a part of his PhD project. New 
perspectives of synchrotron analysis of fossil and 
Recent ostracod soft parts were presented in 
3D by our new IRGO president Renate Matzke-
Karasz (Munich). Gerhard Blumenstengel (Jena) 
showed results of his work on Lower Carbonifer-
ous ostracods from the underground of the Island 
of Ruegen. He requested a continuation of the 
work on plenty of material from deep corings of 
the 1960s to 1980s in the GDR. A device for col-
lecting ostracod samples from Recent waters and 
sediment cores were demonstrated in theory and 
practice by Burkhard Scharf (Bremen). Unfortu-
nately, there were not so many ostracods in the 
river Saale but we could collect a great number 
of aquatic organisms from the gravel by using the 
powerful ‘ostracod-exhauster’. Anna Pint talked 
about Holocene ostracods and foraminifers from 
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the athalassic saline water site Sieblebener Teiche 
close to the city of Gotha in Thuringia. Ivana Ka-
ranovic (Tasmania), who is a Humboldt fellow in 
Hamburg this year, presented new taxonomic and 
systematic results of her work on Cyclocypridi-
nae. Also taxonomic results were communicated 
by Henning Uffenorde (Goettingen) on Tertiary 
strongly ornamented Trachyleberididae. A new 
project linking palaeolimnology and archaeology 
in reconstructing migration paths of modern man 
from Africa to central Europe was presented by 
Finn Viehberg (Cologne). The project is housed 
within a priority program at University of Co-
logne. Ostracods play an important role within 
the multi proxy studies. Peter Frenzel (Jena) gave 
a talk about potentials and problems of ostracod-
based transfer functions regarding the example of 
Holocene lakes of the Tibetan Plateau. Simone 
Nuñes Brandao (Hamburg) recommended con-

tributions of ostracodologists to taxonomic-sys-
tematic internet databases for boosting ostracod 
research for the future.

An excursion filled the program of the last day. 
Our first destination was the karstic spring of Kin-
delbrueck in northern Thuringia, where we sam-
pled for living ostracods and foraminifera.

The next station was the archaeological-palae-
ontological excavation of Bilzingsleben. Here, 
Dietrich Mania has excavated Middle Pleistocene 
hominids and their environment for more than 
30 years. Thomas Daniel presented recent micro-
palaeontological results drawn mainly from os-
tracods and referred to the studied sediment sec-
tions. Our lunch comprised trout from fishponds 
sampled by Erika Pietrzeniuk (Berlin) in 1978. 
This tasty ostracod-related meal was followed by 
collecting living ostracods from a nearby swamp.

We think that the last meeting demonstrated the 
great potential of interdisciplinary work between 
biologists and palaeontologists. This type of meet-
ing is especially suited for young scientists starting 
work on ostracods because of the direct contact 
with experienced ostracodologists and an easy 
discussion of methods, results, problems and 
ideas.

We hope that the participants enjoyed the meet-
ing and found it worth coming to Jena. We are 
looking forward to see you all again during the 
European Ostracodologists Meeting (EOM 7) in 
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The Sixteenth International Symposium on Os-
tracoda (ISO 16), organized in Brasilia on 'Bios-
tratigraphy and Applied Ecology " by Professor 
Dermerval A do Carmo University of Brasilia was 
held from July 26 to 30. This Congress was spon-
sored by the IRGO (International Research Group 
on Ostracoda), PETROBRAS and the Brazilian 
Paleontological Society. About a hundred experts 
attended the meeting, from 23 countries: Argen-
tina, Austria, Australia, Belorussia, Belgium, Bra-
zil, China, France, Germany, Great-Britain, India, 
Italia, Japan, Luxembourg, Poland, Portugal, Rus-
sia, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, 
United States.

Presentations and posters, numbering 101, includ-
ing 4 invited conferences were divided in 8 sessions! 
Biology, Morphology and Morphogenesis (8), Bio-
geography and Paleobiogeography (18), Biostratig-
raphy (7), Freshwater Ecology and Environmental 
Reconstructions (174), Marine Ecology and Envi-
ronmental Reconstructions (7), Paleolimnology and 
Paleoclimates (6), Paleoceanography and Paleocli-
mates (6), Systematics and Evolution (32).

The 4 invited lectures were presented by K. Mar-
tens, Belgium (Zoogeography on non-marine Os-
tracoda), R. Matzke-Karasz, Germany (Synchrotron 
holotomography ostracods in research - an assess-
ment of prospects and limits), J.-P. Colin, France 
(Marine ostracods at the K / T boundary: state of 

knowledge) and J. Salas, Argentina (Diversity Pat-
terns of Ordovician ostracods from Argentina). The 
prize for best oral delivery for students (Sylvester-
Bradley award) went to Laurent Decrouy Lawrence 
(University of Lausanne, Switzerland) for his bril-
liant presentation "Controlling factors valve geo-
chemistry of ostracods: insights from analysis of live 
species in Lake Geneva (Switzerland)”. It must be 
noted, however, that although the year 2009 was 
the Year of France in Brazil, only 2 representatives 
of our countries attended this international event 
(including one whose travel and subsistence was 
paid by Brazil – guess who!,  the other an unem-
ployed enthusiastic post-doc who paid from his one 
pocket!).

Oral presentations will be published after approval 
in a special issue of the journal Hydrobiologia In 
addition to the oral sessions and poster presenta-
tions, participants visited the city of Brasilia, capi-
tal of Brazil, the work of architect Oscar Niemeyer 
and urban planner Lucio Costa, who will turn 50 
in 2010. A workshop entitled "Procedures in micro-
paleontologic curatorship" was also organized by G. 
Miller the Natural History Museum in London. In 
replacement of Koen Martens whose term has now 
expired, Renate Matzke-Karasz was elected new 
IRGO president until the next Congress (ISO 17) to 
be held in Rome in 2013 and is to be organized by 
Elsa Gliozzi of the University of Rome (Italy).

16th  International Symposium on Ostracoda (ISO 16)
Biostratigraphy and Applied Ecology
Jean-Paul Colin
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International Nannoplankton Association

Report from INA President - Dr Paul R. Bown

There has been a flurry of micropalaeontology-
related meetings in the last few months, includ-
ing Isabella Premoli Silva’s retirement confer-
ence, Colours of Cretaceous and Paleogene 
Oceans, in Verbania, Italy, the International 
Commission on Stratigraphy’s GSSP Workshop 
in Prague, Czech Republic, the International 
Palaeontological Congress 3 in London, UK 
and CO2 at the Zoo in Bristol, UK. INA and 
TMS have been well represented at all of these 
and, in particular, jointly sponsored a session at 
IPC3 called Microfossil contributions to under-
standing the tree of life, convened by Jeremy 
Young, Daniela Schmidt and myself. The morn-
ing session brought together a broad range of 
talks, which nevertheless demonstrated the 
power of microfossil fossil records when used 
in combination with, for example, molecular 
phylogenetic analyses. The first keynote talk by 
Jan Pawlowski focused on the role of the micro-
fossil groups in elucidating the deep phylogeny 
of eukaryotes, and the second keynote by Ivan 

Sansom showed the huge amount of additional 
phylogenetic information that can be gleaned 
from studying the micro-remains of early fish. 
We also had talks on the origins of the cono-
dont skeleton, potential controls on long-term 
planktic foraminiferal diversity, integration of 
palaeontological and molecular data in coc-
colithophores, and examples of spectacular 
preservation, including the soft parts of early 
Palaeozoic ostracods from the Herefordshire la-
gerstätte and reproducing dinoflagellates caught 
in Cretaceous amber! INA will now turn its at-
tention on our forthcoming meeting in Yamaga-
ta, Japan in September, where we hope to see 
around 100 friends and colleagues. Still not too 
late to sign up 

(http://ksgeo.kj.yamagata-u.ac.jp/~INA13/) 

and the host says there still room for a few more 
posters!! Hope to see you there.
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The closure, two years ago, of the University 
College London Micropalaeontology MSc by 
the then Head of the Earth Science Depart-
ment, sent ripples of concern around the inter-
national micropalaeontology community. Over 
the decades the UCL course had trained hun-
dreds of academic and industrial micropalaeon-
tologists. Coming at the end of the serial reduc-
tion in UK post-graduate micropalaeontological 
training opportunities, it left the UK with no 
dedicated post-graduate taught courses in mi-
cropalaeontology. This trend has been of great 
concern within TMS and is being increasingly 
noted within the wider industrial and research 
communities. In response to the ongoing need 
for highly skilled biostratigraphers and the ab-
sence of an appropriate training provider within 
the UK, TMS chose to create a new officer on 
the committee for industrial liason, currently 
Dr Haydon Bailey of Network Stratigraphic. 
This is part of an ongoing strategy to ensure 
that appropriate high-level taxonomic and bi-
ostratigraphic training continues. It should be 
emphasized that this issue extends beyond 
national boundaries – UK micropalaeontologi-
cal training and biostratigraphic consultancies 
have had, and for the consultancies continue 
to have, an extensive international reach and 
impact. The trend in training provision and aca-
demic taxonomic expertise is also downwards 
in the US. Whether the gaps in knowledge can 
be filled from continental Europe, Asia or the 
southern hemisphere is not clear. The events 
in the UK and US should be a cautionary tale 
for the micropalaeontological community in all 
countries.

With a commercially important discipline, vital 
also to the palaeoclimate, evolution and envi-
ronmental change research communities, under 
pressure TMS was working hard to emphasize 
the importance of maintaining fundamental 

capacity in this area. There is no doubting the 
health of micropalaeontology as an active dis-
cipline; in the UK alone industrial consultancies 
employ somewhere in the region of 150-180 
post-graduate trained micropalaeontologists 
and this number is stable if not increasing. In 
the research community many paleoceanogra-
phers and palaeoclimate researchers are expert 
micropalaeontologists, or have considerable 
knowledge of specific fossil groups. The health 
and life in these communties is shown by the 
recent considerable increases in TMS mem-
bership, bucking the trend of almost all other 
learned societies, and the attendance of young 
researchers at TMS meetings such as the annual 
foraminifera and nannofossil group meeting. 
These consultants and researchers, however, 
critically depend on a core of world-class taxo-
nomic expertise held by relatively few people. 
These people are scattered through industrial 
consultancies and universities but have histori-
cally been concentrated around the great col-
lections of national museums of Natural His-
tory. Here too, they have been most accessible 
to the whole community, able to undertake fun-
damental taxonomic research and then com-
municate this by teaching, publication, training, 
supervision and increasingly web-based taxo-
nomic databases. 

In early May this year, three of the four remain-
ing permanent micropalaeontolgy staff at The 
Natural History Museum (NHM), London, were 
told that they were at risk of redundancy by the 
Keeper of Palaeontology, Dr Norman MacLeod. 
The three proposed redundancies are part of 
40 permanent positions to be lost this financial 
year across the NHM in response to a cut in 
the museum’s grant-in-aid from the UK’s De-
partment of Culture, Media and Sport. It is un-
derstood that these job cuts were split between 
the constituent departments of the museum, 

Micropalaeontology under threat at the Natural History 
Museum
Tom Dunkley Jones
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with responsibility for identifying posts at risk 
of redundancy falling to the heads of depart-
ment, in this case the Dr MacLeod. The three 
micropalaeontology staff concerned are the two 
remaining research staff, Drs Jeremy Young and 
Susanne Feist-Burkhardt, and the micropalae-
ontology collections manager, Mr Clive Jones. 
If approved, these redundancies will leave only 
one curator Dr Giles Miller, who will be respon-
sible for the entire micropalaeontology collec-
tions, and no micropalaeontology research ca-
pability at all.

When Dr MacLeod took over as Keeper of Pal-
aeontology in 2002 there were three sub-divi-
sions within the NHM’s Palaeontology Depart-
ment: Invertebrate Palaeontology, Vertebrate 
Palaeontology and Micropalaeontology. At that 
time the Micropalaeontology Division consisted 
of three curators, three researchers as well as 
a number of scientific associates and contract 
staff. Since then Dr John Whitaker, a foraminif-
eral and ostracod researcher, retired in 2005 
and Dr Andy Henderson, curator of foraminif-
era and palynology, left the museum to work for 
a biostratigraphic consultancy in 2008.  Despite 
strong recommendations by the external review 
“Visiting Group” to the Palaeontology Depart-
ment in 2005, that Dr Whitaker be replaced by 
a foraminiferal researcher as a matter of urgen-
cy, neither the micropalaeontology researcher 
or the curatorial position were replaced.

Even after the loss of Dr Whitaker, the Visiting 
Group described the Micropalaeontology Divi-
sion as “a well-functioning Division with high 
morale” and a “powerhouse in micropaleontol-
ogy”. Since Dr MacLeod has taken charge of 
the Department, this group has shrunk from 6 
to 4 staff and the current proposal is to reduce 
this to a single curator. After admitting his re-
sponsibility for the proposed cuts on the email 
list Paleonet, Dr MacLeod said:

“Let me stress that there is no intention for the 
NHM to diminish the extent of the micropal-
eontological collections in its care or diminish 
the management/development of those collec-
tions.”

Although researchers are not responsible for the 
collections, we contend that the presence of ex-
perienced researchers safeguards and develops 
the collections within their area of expertise. 
Many of us know the great efforts both Jeremy 
and Susanne have made to make their knowl-
edge and the museum collections freely avail-
able to the community. Most recently, Jeremy 
conceived, developed and largely populated 
the website nannotax, a web based taxonomic 
resource of Cenozoic nannofossils. For the Neo-
gene it reproduces his own classic synthesis of 
Neogene nannofossil taxonomy and evolution 
(Young, 1997). Susanne has played a similar 
leading role in the translation of the NHM’s 
Duxbury database of Cretaceous dinoflagel-
lates into a significant web resource. The mu-
seum is an ideal location for this work and has 
many other valuable micropalaeontological col-
lections that could be opened to global usage 
via the web.

http://nannotax.org/content/neogene-nanno-
fossils-overview

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/research-curation/re-
search/projects/duxbury/

Researchers also bring additional post-doctoral 
staff, research funding and short-term project 
specific staff that contribute to the museum’s 
strategic research and collections development. 
For example Jeremy currently has a Marie Curie 
Research Fellow, Dr Martine Couapel working 
with him at the museum, and has just received 
funding from the NERC Ocean Acidification 
research programme. The loss of researchers is 
thus multiplied by the loss of these associated 
staff and funding. Whether intentional or not, 
the reduction in micropalaeontological staff 
from 6 to 1 in less than a decade will cause 
an appreciable, if not terminal, diminishment 
of both the management of the NHM’s micro-
palaeontological collections and the fundamen-
tal taxonomic knowledge base that we all use 
daily. 

In response to this situation there has been a 
community wide lobbying of the NHM Trus-
tees and Senior management. Many concerned 
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individuals have written to the Director of the 
museum, Dr Michael Dixon and to the Chair 
of the Trustees Mr Oliver Stocken. So too have 
heads of biostratigraphy divisions in major oil 
companies, Directors of biostratrigraphic con-
sultancies, Heads of academic departments, 
representatives of learned societies and other 
natural history museums around the world. Fur-
ther, over 1200 people have signed an online 
petition calling on the Trustees and Director to 
reconsider the proposed redundancies:

http://www.gopetition.co.uk/petitions/save-nat-
ural-history-museum-micropalaeontology.html

Five leading members of the Earth and Envi-
ronmental Science communities sent a letter to 
Nature highlighting their concerns:

http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v465/
n7301/full/4651005c.html

The online petition was delivered to the Direc-
tor and Trustees of the NHM prior to a Trus-
tees meeting on the 6 July 2010. The situation 
and all of the submissions made to the Director 
and Trustees were considered at this meeting. 
We understand that there will, however, be no 
decision made until the end of the internal con-

sultation period on the 1 September 2010. All 
submissions made to the NHM will form part of 
this consultation process. In spite of the consid-
erable concerns expressed by the wider com-
munity it is still not clear whether they are hav-
ing any effect on the management of the NHM. 
Given that perhaps a month of the consultation 
period remains when you read this, there is still 
time to influence the decision process. In fact 
the pressure applied on the NHM during August 
may be the most important. There are three ac-
tions that we suggest, first is sign the online peti-
tion; although a version of this was submitted 
to the Trustees on 6 July, there will probably be 
continued attention paid to the level of support 
expressed in this way. Second, please write to 
the Director of the Museum and the Chair of the 
Trustees he Natural History Museum (Cromwell 
Road, London, SW7 5BD, UK) either in an in-
dividual capacity or as the representative of a 
larger organisation. Third, particularly if you are 
a UK resident, highlight the situation with your 
local member of parliament – we are now at 
the stage where effective pressure needs to be 
applied from above onto the Director and Trus-
tees of the NHM. Many thanks for all those who 
have given their support over the past couple of 
months; I know that Jeremy, Susanne and Clive 
appreciate all your efforts.

IPC3 was the main event for Palaeontologists 
this summer (not to be confused with the tenth 
International Conference on Paleoceanography, 
ICP10, at Scripps later this summer, and heaven 
help the people doing both!). A week with the 
global glitterati of Palaeontology hosted in the 
environs of the Natural History Museum, Lon-
don – it doesn’t get much better. The event cer-
tainly pulled in the crowds with meeting registra-
tion taken to the full capacity of 850 attendees. 
I remember a staff meeting a couple of months 
ago in the Earth Science & Engineering Depart-
ment at Imperial, who are the co-hosts and loca-
tion for most of the oral sessions, when the local 
organiser, Dr Mark Sutton, casually mentioned 
that there would be ~800 palaeontologists in 

the department for a week. This was met by a 
certain amount of incredulous laughter, not I 
trust because they were palaeontologists but due 
to the sheer quantity. The Micropalaeontologi-
cal Society played a significant roll in attracting 
a large section of our research community to be 
present at an IPC meeting for the first time. TMS 
sponsored two scientific symposia at IPC3: The 
Micropalaeontological Record of Global Change 
convened by myself and Taniel Danelian, and 
Microfossil Contributions to Understanding the 
Tree of Life convened by Paul Bown, Jeremy 
Young and Daniela Schmidt. Together these 
sessions included ~70 oral and poster presenta-
tions and presented some excellent micropalae-
ontogical research to the wider community.

Third International Palaeontological Congress (IPC3) 

Natural History Museum / Imperial College 28 June – 3 July
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The first of these sessions, The Micropalaeon-
tological Record of Global Change, took place 
on Wednesday, 30 June and opened with our 
excellent keynote speaker, Dr Luc Beaufort of 
CEREGE, Marseille. Luc presented a continua-
tion of his recent work on the influence of oce-
anic carbonate chemistry on coccolithphore 
calcification recorded in both plankton sampling 
of the modern ocean and down-core records of 
late Quaternary glacial cycles. His latest data 
from a core in the oligotrophic Coral Sea, Gulf 
of Papua spans the last 800kyr and beautifully 
shows negative correlations between the Ant-
arctic atmospheric CO2 record and gephyro-
capsid calcification, with increased calcification 
during glacial times. This record also highlights 
the impact of evolutionary innovations on such 
morphometric/calcification records, as the ap-
pearance of the dominant Emiliania huxleyi at 
~270ka produces a marked shift in the records 
to lighter/smaller coccoliths that is decoupled 
from the pCO2 record. The rest of the morn-
ing session dealt with the impact of carbonate 
chemistry on the marine plankton and the geo-
logical record of hyperthermal events in Earth 
history. Presentations included records from the 
early Toarcian carbon isotope event (Michaël 
Hermoso) and Cretaceous ocean anoxic events 
(Oliver Friedrich) to several presentations of the 
latest research on the Paleocene-Eocene Ther-
mal Maximum (Daniela Schmidt, Sam Gibbs, 
Rachel Jamieson, Phillip Jardine, Peter Stas-
sen). Jorijnte Henderiks and Andy Ridgwell 
complemented these “event-focused” studies 
with a consideration of the long-term interaction 
between climate, ocean geochemistry and the 
evolution of the calcifying plankton. 

After lunch, the session went both backwards 
and forwards in time from the mornings Mes-
ozoic-Paleogene focus and spanned palynol-
ogy, microvertebrate and siliceous microfossil 
groups. Marco Vecoli and Aurélien Delabroye 
presented records of the evolution and dynamics 
of Palaeozoic phytoplankton; Michal Kucera and 
Delphine Desmares discussed the evolutionary 
responses of planktonic foraminifera to global 
change, both ancient and modern. Those, like 
me, in the Mesozoic-Cenozoic palaeoceanog-
raphy community received a lesson in the lat-

est Paleozoic stable isotope studies in talks from 
James	Wheeley	and	Živile	Žigaite,	which	drew	
a sizeable crowd of Paleozoic workers into the 
session. It was a great pleasure to listen to the 
second modeller of the day (after Andy Ridgwell 
in the morning) when Matthew Pound presented 
the latest efforts to model global vegetation for 
the Miocene and Pliocene. [Aside: I believe one 
of the many strengths of the micropalaeonto-
logical research community is the ability to be 
informed by and inform those in the climate/
biogeochemical modelling and palaeoceaonog-
raphy/palaeoclimate communities. It’s an area 
where we can and do lead the way in palaeonto-
logical research.] Finally we closed the oral ses-
sions right back in the geological “present” with 
TMS secretary, Jenny Pike, giving a fascinating 
talk on the record of Holocene Antarctic sea ice 
from seasonally (and I mean all four!) laminated 
diatom-rich clays. It was great to continue the 
science with a fantastic array of posters that were 
enjoyed over a cold, and well-earned, beer. 

Many people took advantage of a quiet day 
on Thursday to explore London, the Museum 
and continue to peruse the micropalaeontology 
posters from the night before at leisure. Thurs-
day evening, however, was the occasion for the 
conference dinner and this was surely one not 
to miss. Opportunities to dine under the Diplo-
docus skeleton in the NHM’s “cathedral-like” 
Central Hall do not come frequently, even to 
palaeontologists working in London. The won-
ders of NHM corporate entertainment depart-
ment transformed the area using black drapes 
from floor to ceiling, studied with glittering stars, 
tinted lights that gave Diplodocus a futuristic 
purple-tinge and smoke machines spewing from 
the upper galleries that had a number of mu-
seum staff briefly concerned for their collections 
(they don’t get to these events any more than the 
rest of us). Some comments were made about 
the placing of the “top-tables” beneath the less-
pleasant business end of the Diplodocus, but 
perhaps this was payback from the conference 
organisers? Judging by the general laughter and 
good humour, a wonderful night was had by all, 
punctuated by a brief exchange of plainchant 
and pleasantries between Richard Fortey and 
Dick Aldridge.
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Obituaries
Professor Dr Gerhard Becker
31 August 1928 – 14 December 2009

Friday morning and we were all, of course, bright 
and ready to go for the second TMS sponsored 
session, Microfossil Contributions to Understand-
ing the Tree of Life. The convenors and keynote 
speakers coped admirably with a last minute 
change of venue, due to an air-conditioning 
failure, and delivered a stimulating morning of 
thought-provoking talks. This session shifted to 
a biological and evolutionary understanding of 
the microfossil record and its use in understand-
ing the history of life on our planet. In this vein 
the first keynote from Jan Pawlowski took us on 
a tour of the latest molecular genetic phylogenies 
of the eukaryotes and especially its agreement or 
otherwise with the microfossil record of the ori-
gin of the major microfossil groups. This was fol-
lowed up by some fascinating new approaches to 
reconstructing and interpreting the phylogenetic 
history of Cenozoic planktonic foraminifera from 
Thomas Ezard and co-workers Tracy Aze, Paul 
Pearson and Andy Purvis, whilst Jeremy Young 
presented his overview of the molecular genetic 
and micropalaeontological record of the cocco-
lithophores. After a quick coffee break (another 
feature of the meeting), the second keynote, 
Ivan Sansom presented his understanding of 
the Paleozoic origination and evolution of fish, 
which has been substantially revised in the light 
of the microfossil record of fish teeth and scales. 

Finally, a series of micropalaeontological pres-
entations at a major palaeontology conference 
such as this wouldn’t have been complete with-
out the ostracod “bits” of Siveter & Siveter. This 
time reproductive biology wasn’t at the fore but 
a rather alarming decoupling of soft-part and 
hard-part morphology – Paleozoic taxonomists 
watch out for myodocopes who come to you in 
palaeocope clothing…

Finally a heart-felt thank you to all those who 
presented, attended, supported and organized 
the IPC sessions, thanks too to TMS for its sup-
port. It was a week when the TMS and micro-
palaeontology was fully represented at one of 
the largest ever Palaeontology gatherings; it is 
worth noting that one of the TMS sponsored 
sessions received the most submissions of any 
session at IPC, including the Lyell symposium. 
This presence testifies to the health of micro-
palaeontology. I’m also sure that most of the mi-
cropalaeontologists attending also learnt a great 
deal from the wider palaeontology sessions and 
benefitted from the opportunity to listen to some 
of the palaeontological “greats” of recent times. 
I’m looking forward to 2014 and IPC4. 

Tom Dunkley Jones

German ostracodologist Prof. Dr Gerhard 
Becker passed away on 14 December 2009 at 
the age of 81. Born in Marburg, he was moved 
to the southern part of Hesse as a child, thus 
becoming a “real” Southern Hessian. He re-
ceived his school education in Frankfurt-am-
Main, Neu-Isenburg, and Friedberg where he 
passed his university entrance examination in 
1947. Between 1948 and 1950 Gerhard Beck-
er qualified and worked as a bricklayer in the 
heavily destroyed area of central Frankfurt. Af-
ter starting his studies at the Technical Univer-
sity of Darmstadt (1950-1953) in the Faculty of 

Civil Engineering, he then studied geology and 
palaeontology at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe 
University of Frankfurt (Diploma Geologist, 
1960). From 1961 to 1969 he worked at the 
Gmelin Institute of Inorganic Chemistry and Re-
lated Subjects of the Max Planck Society where 
in 1964 he became the editor of the series Bibli-
ographien zur Kernforschung und Kerntechnik. 
Also in 1964 he received his PhD from Frank-
furt University for a dissertation on the use of 
ostracods in biostratigraphy and biofacies of 
the Middle Devonian of the Sötenich Syncline, 
northern Eifel. He joined Frankfurt University as 
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a palaeontology teacher in 1969, and in 1987 
was appointed as Professor. He taught in Frank-
furt until his retirement in September 1993. 
In retirement from the University of Frankfurt, 
Gerhard Becker was as busy as ever with his 
research, based in the Senckenberg Research 
Institute as an Ehrenamtlicher Mitarbeiter (Hon-
orary Co-worker), a status already given to him 
in 1967, and he was particularly proud to be 
a long-standing member (since 1961) of the 
Senckenberg Gesellschaft für Naturforschung 
(Senckenberg Society for Nature Research). His 
library has been donated to the Department of 
Palaeontology and Historical Geology where 
he was part of the Devonian Working Group. 
Gerhard Becker was also a member of the Ger-
man Subcommission on Devonian Stratigraphy 
(SDS) from 1976 onwards – for many years as 
a Titular Member, only stepping down to a be 
a Corresponding Member when his health and 
mobility became weaker. He is survived by his 
wife Karin.

Gerhard Becker will always be associated with 
Palaeozoic and in particular Devonian ostracods, 
a group of animals and a time period to which 
he almost exclusively devoted himself during a 
publishing career from 1961 to his death. Over 
100 publications describe and analyse espe-
cially Lower and Middle Devonian ostracods, 
their morphology, taxonomy, biogeographical 
distribution, and palaeoecological interpreta-
tion and application. His interest in the Devo-
nian was stimulated by Karl Krömmelbein, who 
taught in Frankfurt University before moving to 
Brazil. Starting in the classic German Devonian 
sequences of the Eifel, Gerhard Becker soon 
extended his interests to other parts of western 
Europe, especially to northern Spain, then to 
Morocco and most recently to Western Canada. 
The focus of several of these contributions was 
in developing the concept of the Thuringian 
ecotype. Other publications concern Carbonif-
erous and Permian age taxa and general themes 
on fossil ostracods; although whether all the 
animals he devoted his scientific life to are bio-
logically ostracods is now uncertain. Seventeen 
ostracod taxa were named after him (3 genera, 
13 species, 1 sub-species). Gerhard Becker was 
enthusiastic about producing a revised version 

of the Treatise on Invertebrate Paleontology for 
Palaeozoic ostracods. When the project was 
abandoned he set out, in collaboration with his 
friend the late Franciszek Adamczak, to publish 
his own views in Contributions to Palaeozoic 
Ostracod Classification (POC) which ran to 43 
parts and 13 supplements published in Neues 
Jahrbuch für Geologie und Paläontologie. In 
addition, he regularly contributed to the Senck-
enberg Museum’s popular magazine Natur 
und Museum on a variety of subjects. He was 
a regular contributor to international symposia 
on ostracods, where his often impish sense of 
humour would enliven the proceedings. 

Senckenberg holds extensive collections of Ger-
hard Becker’s published material and reprints of 
many of his publications.

Alan Lord & Eberhard Schindler
(Senckenberg Forschungsinstitut und Naturmu-
seum Frankfurt)
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Manu was intended for the applied arts, glass work 
and stained glass, however in 1957 his responsibili-
ties as a young father led him to accept a position 
as a draftsman in the Compagnie d’Exploration 
Pétrolière (CEP) in Chambourcy near Paris, but he 
could not avoid staying in Algeria.

His meeting with Henri Jules OERTLI opened him 
the to the world of ostracods.

His early works focused on the Jurassic of the Par-
is Basin and the Lower Cretaceous faunas of the 
Champagne region. In 1962, he maintained his 
Paris DES thesis on ostracods from the Lower Cre-
taceous of Champagne Humide.

Then in the early 1960s, it was he who described - 
often at the wellsite - the Lower Cretaceous pre-salt 
series of Gabon. In parallel with the faunal inven-
tory (when nothing was known of the fauna). In just 
a few years he had built a particularly robust biozo-
nation that became the regional benchmark. Skep-
tical about the notion of “markers” Manu defined 
biozones in terms of changes in microfaunal asso-
ciations, and related environments. In searching the 
literature, he did not fail to notice the similarities 
with the Brazilian series. 

In 1967, the CEP and RAP merged in Saint-Gau-
dens to create ELF-RE, and he transferred from 
Chambourcy in Boussens (Haute-Garonne) where 
Manu and Therese settled and raised Mathilde, 
Christophe and Martin.

In 1966 he released the first version (unpublished) 
of his Atlas of pre-salt Ostracods from presaliferous 
Gabon and Congo, while he attacked the Lower 
Cretaceous of the North Sea, then the Upper Cre-
taceous of the Middle East. In the early 1970s, it 
was the African Lower Cretaceous that kept his 
attention. As always, he simultaneously identified 
and built reference series which are still employed 
today. 

A petroleum geologist in his soul, Manu kept an in-
dustrial approach and published little. But he has 
authored over 700 reports that he routinely extract-
ed enough to keep academic contacts. During his 
career he formally described only a minor part of 
the faunas, always carefully inventoried.

He devoted part of his last years of activity in set-
ting up an invaluable collection of key species, more 
than six thousand specimens, arranged perfectly for 
his successors.

For those who had the opportunity to work with 
him, Manu was a man open to others, generous 
and helpful with his junior colleagues, hiding under 
a pragmatic appearance a scientifically rigorous ap-
proach.

Of constant humor, often deliberately creaky and 
prone to self-deprecating, always unobtrusive but 
always there at the right time, Manu was the soul 
and the mentor of the biostrat group until his retire-
ment in 1994. Manu was very modest and never 
appeared in large “masses” (International Collo-
quium), and in fact very few ostracodologist col-
leagues had met him

Some of his works, particularly his monograph on 
the Cretaceous ostracods from the Middle East (Per-
sian Gulf), the Lower Cretaceous and the middle 
Cretaceous of Gabon are still references very often 
used and mentioned by all specialists working on 
these regions, and even across the South Atlantic, 
in Brazil. 

Manu left us on October 15, 2009 after a brief hos-
pitalization. A few of his ashes will be deposited in 
the cathedral of Rheims, at the foot of the Smiling 
Angel.

Jean-Louis Volat & Jean-Paul Colin

Emmanuel Grosdidier
1934-2009
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Micropalaeontology Diary

2010

 Aug 28-Sept 2 DINO 9 - Liverpool    p.18

 Aug 30-Sept 10 STRATI 2010 - Univ. Pierre et Marie Curie, Paris p.3

 Sept 5-10 FORAMS 2010 - University of Bonn, Germany  p.3

 Sept 5-10 13th INA meeting - Yamagata, Japan   p.40

 Sept 29-Oct 2 43rd Annual Palynological Society - Nova Scotia p.18

 Oct 13  TMS Ostracod Group meeting - Burlington House p.21

 Oct 13  Items for agenda for TMS AGM to be sent to secretary p.4

 Oct 13  Deadline for nomination for TMS officers  p.5

 Nov 17  TMS AGM - University College, London  p.7

2011

 Feb 28  Grant-in-Aid application deadline   p.13

 Feb 28  Nomination deadline for Alan Higgins Award  p.13

 Feb 28  Nomination deadline for Charles Downie Award p.13

 Mar 31-Apr 1 TMS Silicofossil Group meeting - Tromso (provisional) p.17

 Jun 27-Jul 2 MIKRO 2011 - 8th Polish Workshop - Krakow, Poland p.32

 Jun 27  TMS Foram-Nanno Groups’ meeting - Poland   p.26

 Jul 25-28 7th European Ostracodologists Meeting - Graz  p.38

 Sept  TMS Silicofossil Group meeting - Lille   p.17

 Sept 3-8  44th Annual Palynological Society - Southampton p.18

 Sept 8-13 10th Intl. Symposium on Fossil Algae - Romania p.28

2012

 Sept  9th Intl. workshop on agglutinating forams - Zaragosa p.28
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BiotecMicroslides
Little Lower Ease
Cuckfield Road
ANSTY
West Sussex RH17 5AL
England
Tel/Fax: +44 (0)1444 452 282
Email: sales@biotecmicroslides.co.uk
Web: www.biotecmicroslides.co.uk

BiotecMicroslides has been manufacturing
slides for the storage of microfossils and small
zoological and botanical specimens since 1974.

Slides, with either black or white cell
backgrounds are available in cardboard with
aluminium holder and glass coverslide. Also
available to order are double-depth single-cell
slides with paper tops and either acetate or
glass coverslip.

Slide dimensions 3” x 1” (76mm x 27mm)

• Pine Storage Cabinets (28 drawers)
with or without glazed door

• Picking trays 33⁄4 x 31⁄4
(97mm x 84mm)

• 00 Picking brushes with sable or
synthetic bristles

CF64B or CF64W

CF32B or CF32W

C10B or C10W

C4B or C4W

C2B or C2W

CSB or CSW

CSBDD or CSWDD
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Palytech Processing Ltd
PALYNOLOGICAL & MICROPALAEONTOLOGICAL

PROCESSING & SUPPLIES

2 Lorn Street, Birkenhead, Wirral, CH41 6AR, UK
Tel: 00 44 (0)151 666 8406
Fax: 00 44 (0)151 647 3641
Email: palylab@aol.com

High quality processing in our fully dedicated laboratory, with separate washing, •	
crushing and slide making facilities

•	 	Processing	specific	to	your	requirements

•		 Notification	of	sample	receipt,	progress	and	dispatch

•		 Friendly,	helpful	and	reliable	service

•	 	Confidentiality	assured

•		 Highly	competitive	prices

•		 Any	project	size	undertaken

•		 Free	trial	sample	processing	on	request

•		 Processing	for	spore	colour,	vitrinite	reflectance,	geochemistry,	etc.

•		 Overseas	enquiries	most	welcome

We	also	offer	competitive	prices	on	nylon/polyester	mesh,	mesh
holders	and	metal	sieves	for	washing	cuttings,	top	sieving,
micropalaeo, etc.

A	range	of	laboratory	services,	equipment,	training	and	mobile	
labs on request

Your Requirements Are Our Priority



52

Don’t forget - every sale you make with Amazon 
earns money for TMS if you click through the link 
on our home page - it really works!

www.tmsoc.org
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The Paly Parlour

The one-stop shop for all your bio & chemostratigraphic
laboratory services!

Dr Rae Jones
15 years experience, references available
State-of-the-art local authority backed lab

Also Hotshots, Micro, Nanno, Kerogen, Vitrinite, etc.

For barren strata we can offer additional
chemostrat processing, analysis and interpretation

Unit F4 Britannia Enterprise Centre
Pengam Rd, Blackwood, Caerphilly, NP12 3SP

Mobile 07841 750 945, Fax/Ansa 01443 862 331
Email rae330@btinternet.com

Let your samples unbind in our hot spas
Enjoy a break with a relaxing massage

Release the tensions of millions of years of sedimentary
confinement in our saunas
Lighten up in our jacuzzi

Then shed any remaining mineralogical inhibitions

Why?

Because your fossils mean everything to you!
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