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The year 2010 has been memorable for the 
rare confluence of the quadrennial FORAMS 
conference in Bonn, the triennial International 
Conference on Paleoceanography in San Diego 
and the biennial International Nannoplankton 
Association meeting in Yamagata, topped up 
with the triennial International Palaeontological 
Congress, which took place in early July in London 
and was co-sponsored by TMS. The excellent level 
and broad attendance of all meetings and the very 
significant presence of micropalaeontology at the 
IPC meeting in London bear witness to how active 
and buoyant the micropalaeontological research 
community is and how successfully we engage 
with allied disciplines.

The past year will also be remembered by many 
as a true rollercoaster of micropalaeontological 
emotions, starting with the shocking decision 
by the Natural History Museum to close its 
micropalaeontology research group, followed by a 
wave of protest and a remarkable show of strength 
and solidarity in the community, and culminating 
with the partial reversal of the decision and 
commitment by the NHM to establish two new 
micropalaeontology posts in the near future. I am 
convinced that the concerted and strong protest 
campaign had a real impact, well beyond the single 
case of the NHM. It has raised awareness of the 
value of micropalaeontology in basic and applied 
Earth Science research and highlighted the need 
for continuing training in the discipline. This is a 
strong baseline on which we can build and TMS 
takes this as an endorsement of its commitment to 
raise the flag for the discipline in policy issues and 
act towards enabling high-quality education of the 
coming generations of micropalaeontologists.

The fortieth year of the existence of TMS has been 
concluded with an Annual General Meeting in 
November, which ratified the first three partners 
for the Newsletter affiliation scheme, saw the 
announcement of the establishment of the new 
Educational Trust of the society, followed by a 
series of excellent talks on microfossils and climate 
change and the presentation of the Society awards 
and honours. The latter activity has been the most 
pleasurable aspect of my tenure as the President 
of TMS. I am proud for having been able to hand 
over three Brady Medals to truly exceptional 
personalities, three Charles Downie Awards to 

those who are on the best way to become such 
personalities in the future and to present the first 
inaugural Alan Higgins Award that marks our 
commitment to recognise and support the role of 
micropalaeontology in the industry.

Equally pleasant was my duty to announce the 
conferment of honorary membership to two most 
merited members of the Society, Jim Riding and 
Malcolm Hart, who have each served on the 
committee for more than a generation’s time. 
The recognition of their service resonated with 
the fortieth anniversary of TMS and both now 
honorary members gave in their reply at the AGM 
fascinating personal accounts on the founding of 
the Society and its early years. On the occasion of 
this anniversary, we have attempted to (re)establish 
contact with our “founding fathers” (remarkably, 
there was only one “founding mother” among 
the attendees of the first meeting of the Society in 
1970). It was a most rewarding experience and I 
would like to thank all who wrote me or talked to 
me. It is rare that a Society can keep counting on 
the support of so many of its original members and 
their overwhelming endorsement for the current 
course of TMS means a lot to me.

The 2010 AGM concluded my nine years’ stint 
with the Society. It was a remarkable experience, 
which leaves one single lasting impression: 
micropalaeontology is on the rise; the discipline is 
broader than ever and permeates in subtle ways 
into unexpected fields. It also allowed me discover 
the secret behind the success of TMS: hard work 
by enthusiastic, keen and jolly bunch of colleagues, 
convinced that what we do is important and 
ready to convert their words into deeds. Instead 
of reiterating all the various successes of the 
Society, I will end with the simple but powerful 
truth: The Micropalaeontological Society is doing 
well because of its people. I know the Society is in 
the best hands and I sincerely thank all who have 
contributed to our work over the past years.

I wish the new President, Paul Smith, and the 
Committee a productive and enjoyable tenure 
and all readers of the Newsletter a happy and 
successful year 2011!

Michal Kucera
TMS President (2008-2010)

TMS President’s address - Professsor Michal Kucera 
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Conference Announcements

We are pleased to announce the 4th Joint Meeting of the TMS Silicofossil and Palynology specialist 
groups. The meeting will take place on 31st March 2011 at the University of Tromsø, Norway, and will 
be locally coordinated by Catherine Stickley (catherine.stickley@npolar.no).

As with previous joint meetings (UEA 1992, Cardiff 2004, Utrecht 2006), this conference will take 
advantage of the shared interests and expertise of these groups’ members, and will bring together 
exciting new developments in silicofossil and palynological research. The meeting will include a day 
of talks and discussions followed by a wine reception. We also invite you to join us for dinner in the 
city of Tromsø at a popular traditional restaurant. On 1st April there will be an optional afternoon 
through evening tourist excursion to the Norwegian fjords by bus and boat that will hopefully take in the 
Northern Lights (both meal and excursion to be paid for by participant). If necessary, talks may continue 
into the morning of April 1st prior to the excursion.

We welcome abstract submissions for oral presentations of 20-30 minutes duration including questions. 
Submissions can be on any aspect of siliceous micropalaeontology or palynology. Abstracts should 
not exceed 250 words, and should also include the presentation title, names of authors and their 
affiliations. An abstract template is available for download at http://www.nhm.ac.uk/hosted_sites/tms/
silicopaly2010.htm; please use this when preparing abstract submissions. Abstracts should be submitted 
by 14 March 2011 to Phil Jardine (Palynology Group Secretary) at pej083@bham.ac.uk.

Please note that there is no registration fee for the event. Non-members of TMS are welcome to attend.

Tromsø is a vibrant, picturesque city nestled between stunning mountains and fjords more than 300 km 
inside the Arctic Circle. Known as the ‘Paris of the North’, it is a popular tourist destination as well as 
the first, or last, mainland port of call for scientists carrying out research in the Arctic. Further popular 
information can be found here: http://www.destinasjontromso.no/english/

Local meeting information will become available nearer the time.
Please see http://www.tmsoc.org/silicopaly2011.htm for updates.

ILIC V 2011
Konstanz (Germany)

The next International Limnogeology Congress ILIC V will be held in Konstanz - on the banks of 
Lake Constance - from August 31st-September 3rd 2011. This congress will focus on both integra-
tive multidisciplinary and specialized contributions on ancient to recent lacustrine records, their 
settings and their paleoenvironmental significance.

For further information: http://www.iug.tu-bs.de/limnokongress/

4th Joint Silicofossil-Palynology Group Specialist 
Meeting of The Micropalaeontological Society

Sponsored by Shell
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24th ROLF - Réunion des Ostracodologistes de Langue 
Française, Geneva 2012

Jacques Sauvagnat, Jean-Paul Colin and Danielle Decrouez

After the big success of the last 23 ROLF (Réunion des ostracodologistes de Langue Française) which 
was held in Tunisia last May and had brought to Tunis more than 30 participants from Poland to Brazil, 
we have the great pleasure to announce that the 24th ROLF will be in Geneva (Switzerland), most 
likely from May 30 to June 1st 2012.

This meeting will be in honor to one of the pioneers of applied ostracodology, our colleague and friend 
H.J. Oertli.

The first day, scientific sessions (in French or English) will be held in the Museum of Natural History of 
Geneva and there will be a possibility for the ones who desire to publish in the Revue de Paléobiologie 
or (in English) in the Revue de Micropaléontologie. Field trips will be organized during the two following 
days in the Alps and the Jura mountains.

Since accommodation in Geneva is very expensive, we managed to find much cheaper hotels on the 
other side of the border in France (Annemasse) with easy end cheap public transportation to the centre 
of Geneva.

For these reasons we are asking you to tell us if you are interested to come to this meeting as soon as 
possible. When we will have an approximate number of potential participants we will make preliminary 
housing arrangements and send the first circular.

Looking forward to see many of you in Geneva in 2012.

EOM 7 and MIO 2
Graz (Austria)

Following the meeting at Frankfurt/Main in 2007, EOM 7 takes place in Graz (Austria) in July, 
2011. EOM 7 is open for any contribution related to ostracods and is not restricted to the European 
researcher’s community.

Attached to the main EOM meeting, three special workshops will be held, which aim to strengthen, 
improve or even initiate intra- as well as inter-continental research cooperation (Ponto-Caspian 
region; The Omega project; Research initiatives).

Immediately after EOM 7, a fourth workshop follows, Methods in Ostracodology 2 (MIO 2), which 
offers lectures and practical sessions in a summer school like atmosphere.

For the detailed programme: http://www.museum-joanneum.at/en/geology/events-10

Date and location
25 – 28 July 2011
Karl-Franzens-University of Graz
Institute of Earth Sciences (Department of Geology & Palaeontology)
Heinrichstrasse 26, 8010 Graz, Austria
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Geobiology and Environments of silica biomineralizers

Organizers: Taniel DANELIAN, Nicolas 
TRIBOVILLARD & Jean PRYGIEL

4-7 September 2011
at the University Lille 1 (France)

Silica biomineralization is widely distributed amongst eukaryotes; it occurs in many clades of pro-
tists (Radiolaria, Diatoms), animals (sponges) and plants. The interaction of silica biomineralizers 
with the environment is interesting in many respects: from deciphering the ecological health of an 
aquatic environment to understanding processes related to global change. Silica biomineralizers 
are important players in global biogeochemical cycles, especially the carbon and silica cycles in 
both terrestrial and oceanic ecosystems.

Since the silica cycle was profoundly altered by the evolution of silica biomineralizers, a closer look 
at their evolutionary and macroecological history will help us understand how they influenced the 
Earth’s global environment during the Phanerozic. On the other hand, their micropalaeontological 
record provides insights of particular interest in the study of global environmental perturbations 
such as the intervals of mass extinction events.

This specialized meeting of The Micropalaeontological Society intends to bring together micro-
palaeontologists, biologists, sedimentary geochemists and palaeoceanographers to discuss the 
interaction of the silica biomineralizing organisms with the environment at different spatial and 
time levels: from polluted ponds or rivers to the global ocean, from ecological time scales to the 
co-evolution of life and Earth history.

We welcome presentations (talk/poster) on any aspect related with silica-precipitating organisms, 
including their applications to environmental sciences, geological problem solving and oil explora-
tion.

RCMNS-RCANS
Interim Colloquium

21-23 September 2011
Salamanca (Spain)

The RCMNS-RCANS Interim Colloquium will be held in Salamanca (Spain) in September, 2011, 
about Climate Changes, Bioevents and Geochronology in the Atlantic and Mediterranean over the 
last 23 Myr.

This congress will be organized by Francisco J. Sierro and Jose Angel Gonzalez
You can find information about the Congress on the following webpage:
http://fundacion.usal.es/RCMNS-RCANS-Salamanca2011
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The Foraminifera and Nannofossil 
Groups Joint Meeting 2011

Integrating records from the oceans 
and epicontinental seas

Eighth Polish Micropalaeontological Workshop
MIKRO-2011

27-30 June 2011, Krakow, Poland

We welcome all friends of Micropalaeontology to take part in the annual TMS Foram/Nannofossil 
Group meeting which is combined with the Eighth Polish Micropalaeontological Workshop „MIK-
RO-2011”, which will take place at the AGH University of Science & Technology and the Institute 
of Geological Sciences of the Jagiellonian University on June 27 – 30, 2011.

The theme of the TMS joint Foraminifera and Nannofossil Groups meeting will be "Integrating re-
cords from the oceans and epicontinental seas", a title that we hope will stimulate a wide variety of 
scientific discusison. The theme of the associated MIKRO workshop will be "Micropaleontological 
development of the Polish Carpathians”, and will include a one-day field excursion to the Car-
pathian flysch. The topics of the joint meeting are, however, open, and will include all aspects of 
Micropalaeontology including systematics, taphonomy, stratigraphy and (paleo)ecology.

The meetings will consist of plenary sessions for oral presentations, poster sessions, and demonstra-
tion workshops where participants can bring microscope slides for demonstration and discussion.  
We invite everyone to take part in the scientific sessions and bring microscope slides for discussion. 
We also invite you to sign up for the one-day field excursion to see micropaleontologically docu-
mented exposures in the Carpathian Flysch south of Krakow.

Please register using the application form. Please send the completed form to the meeting secretary 
before January 30, 2011.

For further information, www.nhm.ac.uk/hosted_sites/tms/foramnanno2011.htm

EMMM 2011
St Petersburg/Moscow

The 6th International Conference “Environmental Micropaleontology, Microbiology and Meioben-
thology”, EMMM 2011, will be held at the A.A. Borissiak Paleontological Institute of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences (PIN RAS) Federal State Unitary Enterprise “A.P. Karpinsky Russian Geologi-
cal Research Institute” (FGUP “VSEGEI”), September 15 -22, 2011.

For more information, www.paleo.ru/EMMM-2011
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Fourth International School on Foraminifera
University of Urbino

July 13-22 2010

We are pleased to announce that the International School on Foraminifera will organize the 
4th Course, which will be held on July 13-22, 2011 in Urbino (Italy).

This ten-day intensive course is specifically designed to provide an overview of the Taxonomy, 
Ecology, Biodiversity, and Geological History of Foraminifera. The course is intended for students 
interested in Micropalaeontology, Palaeoceanography, Palaeoecology, Climate History, and indus-
trial applications. The course structure consists of morning lectures and afternoon microscope ses-
sions.  The 4th ISF will be structured in two parts: Benthic Foraminifera and Planktonic Foraminif-
era. Lecturers in this year’s course will include Mike Kaminski (KFUPM), Rodolfo Coccioni (U. 
Urbino), Malcolm Hart (U. Plymouth), Fabrizio Frontalini (U. Urbino), and Claudia Cetean (Polish 
Academy of Sciences).

The course consists of lectures and practical classes covering the taxonomy, distribution, and ecol-
ogy and paleoecology of foraminifera. Microscope lab sessions provide the opportunity for partici-
pants to learn the foraminiferal genera and species, and view Cretaceous to Neogene foraminiferal 
assemblages from Petroleum Exploration areas and ODP sites as well as Quaternary and modern 
assemblages. Course materials include numerous reprints of classic papers, distributed on CD-
Rom. We will also demonstrate a pre-release version of the new “Catalogue of Agglutinated Fo-
raminiferal Genera”.

Applications for this year’s course are now being accepted.

For more information and registration, please contact:

Dr. Frontalini Fabrizio
Dipartimento di Scienze dell’Uomo, dell’Ambiente e della Natura
Facoltà di Scienze e Tecnologie
Università degli Studi di Urbino “Carlo Bo”
Campus Scientifico, Località Crocicchia, 61029 Urbino (Italy)
fabrizio.frontalini@uniurb.it or giuseppe.bancala@uniurb.it
Tel: (+39) 0722 304254  Fax: (+39) 0722 304220
Mobile phone: (+39) 3928457666
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Meeting Reports
Prof. malcolm B. HarT
School of Geography, Earth & Environmental 
Sciences, University of Plymouth, Drake Circus, 
Plymouth PL4 8AA, UK

STRATI 2010
In Paris, the French Committee on Stratigraphy 
organised the STRATI 2010 meeting at the 
beginning of September 2010. The three days 
of meetings, expertly assembled and managed 
by Prof. Bruno Granier and his team, attracted 
international participation despite a parallel 
meeting in Dijon and other conferences that 
were also planned for September (e.g., FORAMS 
2010). Amongst sessions on many aspects of 
stratigraphy there were a large number of papers 
on micropalaeontology (including foraminifera, 
calcareous nannofossils, dinoflagellates, pollen, 
ostracods, pteropods and calcareous algae).

There were particularly interesting sessions 
on shallow shelf carbonates of Cretaceous 
age covering areas such as the French Alps, 
Switzerland and the Middle East. The use of 
micropalaeontology in the interpretation of 
sequence stratigraphy was particularly well 
covered, especially in Oman, Saudi Arabia and 
Iran. The STRATI 2010 website is still available 
and a number of the presentations are being 
uploaded over the next few months.

The STRATI 2010 meeting was the latest in 
a series of meetings on stratigraphy that have 
been held every 4 or 5 years and which the 
French Committee on Stratigraphy hope to 
“promote” as a pan-European event. There is 
no conference volume planned, although the 
Abstract Volume is most useful. Some of the 
sessions may lead to separate special parts of 
mainstream journals if the co-ordinators of the 
sessions can gather sufficient papers from the 
session participants.

8th International 
Symposium

 on the Jurassic System
The four-yearly meeting of the International 
Sub-Commission on Jurassic Stratigraphy was 
held in August 2010. The venue was an hotel 
and conference centre near Suining in China, 
close to a newly designated Shehong Petrified 
Forest National Geopark and Museum.

There was a full programme of keynote and 
other presentations (both oral and poster), 
many of which were in parallel sessions. As 
these were often held in separate buildings, 
and the outside temperature was ~ 30ºC, 
running between sessions was not an option 
(for most participants). There were a great 
many papers on palaeobotany but relatively 
few on mainstream micropalaeontology. There 
were some very odd combinations, with two 
papers on foraminifera (von Hillebrand and 
Hart) leading off a session that was mainly 
on insect/plant relationships! Most of the 
micropalaeontological papers  focussed either 
on the base of the Jurassic System (and the 
newly defined GSSP) or global bioevents such 
as the mid-Toarcian oceanic anoxic event.

The meeting was intensely “managed” with a 
very large number of staff and “volunteers” on 
hand to keep the delegates organised, fed and 
– most importantly – watered. The opening and 
closing banquets were truly memorable as was 
the Civic Reception in Suining after the whole 
conference visited the new Shehong Petrified 
Forest National Geopark and its petrified mid-
Jurassic “forest”. The new museum and visitor 
centre in the Geopark is world class, with a vast 
collection of fossil wood from around the globe.

The mid-conference excursion to the epicentre 
of the devastating May 2008 earthquake in 
Sichuan Province (northeast of Chengdu) had 
little to do with Jurassic geology, but it was a 
memorable visit to see the destruction caused 
by the massive earthquake. Much of the 
damage was caused by long run-out landslides, 
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Strati 2010, the 4th French Congress on 
Stratigraphy, was held in Paris (Université 
Pierre et Marie Curie, Paris 6) and organized 
by Prof. Bruno Granier (Université de Bretagne 
Occidentale, Brest)  from August 30 to 
September 2

More than 250 participants, coming from about 
30 countries attended this conference. 170 talk 
and 47 posters were presented.

The importance of this meeting for  
biostratigraphers is that 5 sessions amongst  24 
were dedicated to palaeontology and especially 
micropalaeontology s.l.:
-Nannofosssils: How nannobiostratigraphy can 
impact the age control of stage boundaries
-Ostracoda: Strat-ostra-coda
-Foraminifera: Mesozoic and Cenozoic 

planktonic foraminifera biostratigraphy, 
palaeobiography, phylogeny
-Palynology: Applied stratigraphy make the 
most of marine and continental palynomorphs
-Vertebrates: Fossil vertebrates and stratigraphy

Many other papers in other sessions gave 
also a great importance to biostratigraphic 
information, demonstrating that good cyclo- 
or sequence– stratigraphy cannot be achieved 
properly without a good palaeo control.

This was the last French Stratigraphic Congress, 
the next one will be European.

The abstract volume is available as a DVD for 
only 4 Euros using PayPal.

http://paleopolis.rediris.es/cg/uk-cdrom.html

Strati 2010
Jean-Paul colin

some of which blocked rivers and caused major 
flooding events when the landslide dams were 
either topped, or in some cases, removed to 
prevent further damage. One will never forget 
the sight of the collapsed school in which so 
many of the children died. As a reminder of 
that tragedy we were taken to a newly rebuilt 
school just outside the damaged area. The 
huge convoy of coaches (> 12) made the very 
long round trip from the conference centre in 
what seemed like record time, thanks to the 
traffic management of hundreds of police who 
stopped everything from getting in our way 
as we travelled across Sichuan Province and 
around the capital (Chengdu), bringing their 
version of the M25 to a complete halt as we 
passed. In one village we were greeted by 
almost the entire population in their traditional 
dress and entertained to local music and dance. 
Local music and dance were on the agenda for 
an evening concert and entertainment after 
dinner one evening. This was a tremendous 
show of music, colour and spectacular magic. 
The sight of 20+ “pandas” leaping around the 
stage and balancing on oversize beach balls 

was both amusing and a reminder of the plight 
of the panda in Sichuan Province.

Some of the papers from the conference may 
be published although the exact detail of how 

this is to be done has not yet been decided. The 
venue for the 2014 was to have been decided 
by a vote at the meeting (between proposals 
from Mexico and India) but the result was a tie. 
Subsequent to the meeting, the International 
Sub-Commission has voted that the 2014 
meeting will be held in Jaipur (India), although 
the final dates have not yet been decided.
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S The Micropalaeontological Society

News
Report from the Secretary - Jenny Pike

At last year’s AGM we reported that individual 
membership of TMS stood at 478. At the time 
of this AGM, the current membership stands at 
455 comprising 252 UK members, 119 members 
from Europe and 84 members from the rest of the 
world. We currently have 353 full members, 29 
retired members, 8 honorary members, and 65 
student members. In previous years, the Society 
has reported current year non-payers as part of its 
end of year membership total, deleting them from 
the database at the beginning of the new calendar 
year. This artificially inflates membership numbers 
so this year we are not reporting non-payers. If we 
did, we would have 510 members, which would 
have been an increase on previous years. Our 
Membership Secretary, Clive Jones, has done a 
fantastic job assisting the Secretary and Treasurer 
this year and I believe that our membership data-
base is now as accurate with current information 
as it has ever been. As his term in office ends, I 
would like to thank Clive for his great contribution 
over the past 3 years.

New members in addition to those listed in the 
Summer 2010 Newsletter, are:  
Poropat, S., Mitlehner, A., Bornemann, A., Wil-
liams, L., Bucki, R., Gupta, A., Elliott, E. G., 
Munz, P., Caine, H., Lacey, J., Benardout, G., 
and Foy, D.

Tms sTuDenT awarDs
In 2010 we have made 8 awards to out-stand-
ing students (one year free membership), one of 
which (Andrew Leighton, Plymouth Univ.) was 
made in memory of Brian O’Neill. Each year, we 
will continue to make an award in memory of Bri-
an and this award will rotate through the courses 
that are part of the TMS Student Award scheme.

2010 Recipients
Ross Pettigrew (Keele Univ.), Andrew Preddy 
(Cardiff Univ.), David Button (Univ. Leicester), 
Philipp Munz (Univ. Tübingen), Isabel Gilbert 
(Univ. Bristol), Miryam Torrontegui Aguado 

(Univ. País Vasco), Robert Bucki (Univ. Birming-
ham) and Elien Delpelsmaeker (Univ. Ghent – 
K.U. Leuven).

The Committee strongly encourages any member 
who runs an undergraduate or Masters course in 
micropalaeontology to apply to join the Student 
Award Scheme (details and application form are 
on the website).

meeTings in 2010
The Society continues to promote micropalaeon-
tology through national and international meet-
ings organized by its specialist groups, as well as 
by sponsoring various activities at other scientific 
meetings. This year, TMS co-organised the In-
ternational Palaeontological Conference (IPC) 
in London and contributed two very successful 
symposia to the meeting:  The Micropalaeonto-
logical Record of Global Change and Microfossil 
Contribution to Understanding the Tree of Life. A 
well-attended joint Foraminifera and Nannofos-
sil Groups’ meeting was held in conjunction with 
IPC. The Ostracod Group held a field meeting on 
Skye and a seminar event at Burlington House. 
The Microvertebrate Group has a meeting prior 
to the 2009 end of year Palaeontological Asso-
ciation meeting and were also active in sessions 
at IPC. Further to these activities, TMS sponsored 
the Forams 2010 in Bonn, Germany, the Inter-
national Nannoplankton Association meeting 
(INA13) in Japan and MIKRO 2010 in Poland.  
TMS also agreed to sponsor a public lecture series 
in Cardiff celebrating the departure of Captain 
Scott and his ship, the Terra Nova, from Cardiff 
in June 1910.

cHanges To commiTTee
At the 2010 AGM, Paul Smith was elected Presi-
dent, George Swann was elected Membership 
Secretary, Mark Williams was elected Special 
Publications Editor and Magali Schweizer was 
elected Newsletter Editor. We would like to thank 
out-going committee members Michal Kucera 
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(President), Clive Jones (Membership Secretary) 
and Ian Slipper (Newsletter Editor) for their sig-
nificant contributions to the running of the Soci-
ety over recent years and it is worthy of note that 
Ian Slipper leaves the committee after 13 years 
continuous service to the committee! We also 
welcome Phil Sexton (Foraminifera Group Sec-
retary) and Claire Allen (Silicofossil Group Sec-
retary) to the committee and thank outgoing spe-
cialist Group representatives Robert Speijer and 
George Swann for their valuable contributions.

granTs-in-aiD
Four Grants-in-Aid have been awarded to post-
graduate students in 2010. The awardees were: 
Janine Pendleton (University of Sheffield) to help 
with attendance at the 8th European Palaeobot-
any-Palynology Conference (EPPC) in Hungary 
and Commision International Microflore Palaeo-
zoique Conference (CIMP 2010) in Poland, An-
drew Leighton (University of Plymouth) to help 
with attendance at FORAMS 2010, Brian Pedder 
(University of Sheffield) to carry out fieldwork in 
the USA, and Geoffrey Lee (University College 
London) for attendance at the 3rd International 
School on Foraminifera at the University of Urbi-
no “Carlo Bo”, Italy, followed by collection of field 
samples at Gubbio. The committee encourages 
student members to apply in 2011 for awards of 
up to £300. Details and application form can be 
found on the website (28th February deadline).

cHarles Downie awarD
The Charles Downie Award is given annually to 
the member of TMS who, in the opinion of the 
Committee, has published the most significant 
paper, in any journal, based upon his or her post-
graduate research. The Committee has awarded 
the 2010 Charles Downie Award (best paper 
published in 2009) to Tom Dunkley Jones for his 
paper: Dunkley Jones, T., Bown, P.R. and Pear-
son, P.N. 2009. Exceptionally well preserved up-
per Eocene to lower Oligocene calcareous nan-
nofossils (Prymnesiophycaea) from the Pande 
Formation (Kilwa Group), Tanzania. Journal of 
Systematic Palaeontology, 7(4), 359-411. As al-
ways, the Committee were gratified at the high 
standard of nominations and hope that this will 
continue. Nominations for 2011 (best paper pub-
lished in 2010) should be sent to the Secretary by 
28th February.

alan Higgins awarD
The Alan Higgins Award is given to a young sci-
entist, less than 10 years from graduation, in rec-
ognition of a significant record of achievement in 
the field of applied and industrial micropalaeon-
tology, as documented by publications, software, 
patents, leadership or educational activities. The 
award was established with the help of Alan’s 
family and friends, to commemorate his contri-
bution to micropalaeontology and encourage 
young researchers in the field. We are delighted 
to make the first award at the 2010 AGM to 
Severyn Kender and that this inaugural award 
was presented by Barbara Higgins at the AGM. 
Nominations for the 2011 award should be sent 
to the Secretary by 28th February.

Honorary memBersHiP
This year we awarded Honorary Membership of 
TMS to two stalwarts of the Society: Jim Riding, 
who has held the posts of Secretary, Treasurer, 
Palynology Group Representative and Honorary 
Auditor; and Malcolm Hart who has been Presi-
dent, Treasurer, Journal Editor, Special Publica-
tions Editor and Foraminifera Group Representa-
tive. Both have over 20 years of service to the 
Society and we send Malcolm our best wishes on 
the occasion of his retirement this year.
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The 2010 Brady Medal was awarded to Christo-
pher R. Barnes at the AGM for his contribution to 
microvertebrate micropalaeontology; conodonts 
in particular. The Brady medal is the Society’s 
highest award for scientists who have had a major 
influence on micropalaeontology by means of a 
substantial body of excellent research. The Medal 
is named in honour of George Stewardson Brady 
(1832-1921) and Henry Bowman Brady (1835-
1891) in recognition of their outstanding pioneer-
ing studies in Micropalaeontology and Natural 
History. Further details are given in the Report of 
the AGM elsewhere in the Newsletter.

newsleTTer
Ian Slipper continued as the Editor of the News-
letter of Micropalaeontology. No. 81 came out in 
Spring 2009, and no. 82 in the Summer. We are 
pleased with the new design and contributions 
from affiliated societies that mean that our micro-
palaeontological news reaches a wider audience. 
The Committee would like to thank Ian for his 
considerable contribution to the Society over the 
past 6 years as he comes to the end of his term as 
Newsletter Editor.

weBsiTe
This year Tom Russon has continued to develop 
the website and has overseen the movement of 
the Journal of Micropalaeontology archive to the 
GSPH Lyell Collection. The website is used to dis-
seminate information to the membership includ-
ing details of specialist group meetings. The link 

is: http://www.tmsoc.org. We would like to thank 
Tom for all his efforts with the website this year.

PuBliciTy
Rob Raine has taken over PR activities this year, 
sending publicity materials to meetings and con-
ferences.  Rob has been producing a TMS public-
ity leaflet this year, as well as investigating other 
avenues such as the production of TMS T-shirts 
– watch this space!

TMS President, Michal Kucera, opened the 
AGM by welcoming members (numbering 
60) and guests (total attendance >100). This 
was followed by Society business and then a 
scientific programme of talks and, finally, by the 
presentation of the 2010 TMS Awards.

rePorTs from THe socieTy officers
The President, Secretary (Jenny Pike), and 
Treasurer (Jeremy Young) reported on the 
progress of the Society since the 2009 AGM.  
Journal Editor-in-Chief (Alan Lord) reported 

on the status of the Journal and a report from 
the Special Publications Editor (John Gregory) 
was read out by the Secretary. The Industrial 
Liaison Officer (Haydon Bailey) reported on 
the Educational Trust announcing that the Trust 
hoped to make its first awards in 2011.

Following the reports from Society Officers, the 
current three TMS affiliations with the Grzybowski 
Foundation, International Nannoplankton 
Association and International Research Group 
on Ostracoda were ratified.

2010 TMS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Pearson Lecture Theatre, University College London
Wednesday 17th November 2010
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cHanges To consTiTuTion anD rules
The Secretary confirmed the result of the 
electronic ballot of members regarding five 
changes to the Constitution and Rules of the 
Society; the changes having been advertised, and 
ballot announced, in the September Newsletter. 
44 ballot papers were returned; one was blank. 
Four of the 5 proposed changes were carried 
by a unanimous vote and the fifth was carried 
by unanimous vote (42/43 votes cast agreed to 
change the AGM quorum to 8%). The Secretary 
confirmed that the Charity Commission did not 
have a guideline quorum for charity AGMs; it 
only stipulated that the quorum should not be 
set so high as to prevent the smooth running 
of Society business. The new Constitution and 
Rules of the Society are published elsewhere in 
the Newsletter.

elecTion of officers
The members present confirmed Phil Sexton and 
Tom Dunkley Jones as scrutineers. In order to be 
quorate under the 2010 Society Rules, the AGM 
requires 10% of the membership (46 members) 
to be present; there being 60 members present 
the election of Officers could continue. The 

Secretary announced the Offices that were open 
for election and named the one nominee for 
each Office. There were no other nominations.
1. President – Paul Smith
2. Special Publications Editor – Mark Williams
3. Newsletter Editor – Magali Schweizer
Each nomination was voted on separately and 
each was carried by a majority vote of those 
members present.

science Programme – microfossils 
anD evoluTion
Following the conclusion of Society business 
Jenny Pike and John Whittaker convened an 
excellent series of talks on the topic of Quaternary 
to Recent Microfossil Records of Environmental 
Change. The first speaker was David Horne 
from Queen Mary, University of London, who 
talked to us about quantitative temperature 
reconstructions of climate during the Hoxnian 
interglacial (marine isotope stage 11). David 
presented records derived from chironomids, 
beetles and ostracods and concentrated on 
evidence from Hoxne, eastern England, which 
had abundant evidence of human occupation 
at that time. The multiproxy reconstructions 

The Brady Medal
The Brady Medal is the highest award of The Micropalaeontological Society. It is named in 
honour of George Stewardson Brady (1832-1921) and Henry Bowman Brady (1835-1891) in 
recognition of their outstanding pioneering studies in micropalaeontology and natural history.

The Medal is awarded to scientists who have had a major influence on micropalaeontology by 
means of a substantial body of excellent research. Service to the scientific community may also 
be a factor for consideration by the Award Committee. The medal was commissioned and was 
awarded for the first time in 2007.

The Medal is cast in bronze from original sculptures commissioned by The Micropalaeontological 
Society in 2007. The sculptor is Anthony Stones, Fellow of the Royal Society of British Sculptors 
and President (1999-2004) of The Society of Portrait Sculptors. The Medal is hand crafted by the 
leading sculpture foundry Pangolin Editions of Chalford, England.

Mechanism for making a nomination:
All nominations must be made on the TMS “Brady Medal” pro-forma which can be downloaded 
from TMS website. Nominations must have a Proposer and Seconder, both of whom should be 
Members of the Society and not be affiliated to the same institute as the person they nominate. 
Nominations should be made in strictest confidence and in no circumstance should the person 
nominated be informed. The completed nomination form should be returned to the Secretary of 
the Society. Nominations may be made at any time of the year.
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that David presented sometimes agreed well 
and at other times did not – David stated that 
the differences between the records were often 
more interesting because they challenge your 
assumptions and methods! David was followed 
by Simon Parfitt from the Natural History 
Museum and University College London, who 
used evidence from small mammal remains, 
molluscs and plants to address a debate over the 
climate of the UK during the time of the Boxgrove 
deposit (human occupation and remains) – 0.5 
Ma. Holmes et al., using microfossil evidence, 
suggested that summers were similar to modern 
but that winters were cooler, whereas Fernandez-
Jalvo et al. (in press), using small mammal 
evidence, suggest that there was a very high 
Mediterranean component to Boxgrove climate 
which was much warmer than today. Using his 
mollusc, small mammal and plant evidence, 
Simon showed that the climate of Boxgrove 
was similar to that of modern day coastal 
southern Scandanavia and very defiantely not 
Mediterranean! Frank Peeters from the Free 
University, Amsterdam, took us into the marine 
realm with a talk about planktonic foraminifera. 
He told us that he was presenting research 
that had largely been conducted as a hobby 
alongside bigger projects! Frank showed us how 
it was possible to investigate calcification depth 
of foraminifera using stable oxygen isotope ratios 
to learn more about past ocean stratification 
and the thermocline. Frank presented results 
from modern depth-stratified plankton tows 
and demonstrated biological vital effects in 
surface dwelling planktonic foraminifera and 
depth integrated growth effects in sub-surface 
dwellers. Chronis Tzedakis (University College 
London) took us into the realms of land-ocean 
interactions with his presentation using data 
from pollen and marine proxies, from marine 

cores off the Iberian margin dating back to 
before the last interglacial (marine isotope 
stage 6). Following from David Horne’s earlier 
observation, Chronis mentioned that often 
the most interesting features are those where 
marine and terrestrial proxies diverge. Chronis 
used the terrestrial and marine records from his 
Portuguese core (his Rosetta Stone) to provide 
a stepping stone from Greenland ice core and 
Atlantic marine records to those from continental 
Europe. Moving from southern Europe to 
northern Europe, Sarah Woodroffe from the 
University of Durham presented some relative 
sea level reconstructions from Greenland, using 

data from isolation basins and diatom-sea level 
transfer functions, concentrating on the last 1000 
years. Sarah told us that her diatoms were from 
salt-marshes and showed us some photographs 
to prove that yes, salt-marshes do exist in polar 
regions! Sarah stressed that you need to really 
understand the ecology of your modern diatom 
training sets in order to correctly interpret the 
results from the transfer function, however, she 
presented some new, relatively high-resolution 
sea level reconstructions that were a dramatic 
improvement on existing relative sea level curves. 
Our last speaker was Jeremy Young from the 
Natural History Museum who talked to us about 
the Quaternary evolution and environmental 
records from coccolithophores, concentrating on 
Gephyrocapsa. He showed us that in the Late 
Quaternary, coccoliths could be used to tell the 
difference between interglacials, marine isotope 
stages (MIS) 1, 5, 7 and 9 – each is characterised 
by different coccolith taxa – the evolutionary 
signal overpowers the environmental one. He 
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emphasised the utility of a multiproxy approach 
in that other proxies could tell you that your 
samples were from an interglacial and that the 
coccoliths could tell you which one! Jeremy used 
some genetic data, as well as fossil data, from 
Gephyrocapsa and its relatives to demonstrate 
the very fast coccolithophore evolution during 
the Quaternary and posed an interesting 
question: is the very fast rate of evolution in a 
response to climate change?

Tms awarDs
The President presented the 2010 Charles 
Downie Award to Tom Dunkley Jones for his 
paper: Dunkley Jones, T., Bown, P.R. and 
Pearson, P.N. 2009. Exceptionally well preserved 
upper Eocene to lower Oligocene calcareous 
nannofossils (Prymnesiophycaea) from the 
Pande Formation (Kilwa Group), Tanzania. 
Journal of Systematic Palaeontology, 7(4), 359-
411. Following this, the inaugural Alan Higgins 
Award was presented to Severyn Kender by Mrs 
Barbara Higgins.

The President then presented Honorary 
Membership to Jim Riding and Malcolm Hart 
to acknowledge their very many years of 
service to the Society. Following receipt of his 
Honorary Membership, as one of the attendees 
at the first ever meeting of the Society (then 

as the British Micropalaeontology Group) in 
1970, Malcolm Hart said a few words about 
the development of the Society over its first 
40 years. Finally, the President presented the 
highest award of the Society, the Brady Medal, 
to Christopher R. Barnes whose contribution 
to the detailed taxonomic study of conodonts, 
especially those from the Ordovician, was 
described as immense.  He placed conodonts in 
the spotlight of international research by using 
them to tackle large-scale questions relating to 
histology, phylogeny and ecology through to 
global oceanic circulation and climate and it was 
a great pleasure for the society to award him the 
Brady Medal.

closure of THe agm
The outward-going President, Michal Kucera 
formally closed the AGM by thanking the 
speakers once again and proposing a vote of 
thanks to PetroStrat for sponsoring the wine 
reception in the Rock Room. The new President, 
Paul Smith, thanked Jenny Pike and John 
Whittaker for organising the science programme 
and Michal Kucera for safely guiding the Society 
through the past 3 years.

Jenny Pike
TMS Secretary

During the year Journal of Micropalaeontology 
has been added to the Geological Society of 
London’s Lyell Collection and since 1st October 
2010 all TMS members have had free electronic 
access to the journal via the Lyell Collection. 
Back parts to volume 14 are now included 
in the Web of Science, however, there are no 
immediate plans by Thompson ISI to ‘backfill’ 
the run with volumes 1 to 13. Representations 
have been made by the Geological Society 
Publishing House (GSPH) and Thompson ISI 
plan to enter the early volumes into the system 
but they do not regard this as an urgent action. 

Electronic manuscript management system. 
This has been delayed by the workload on 

GSPH staff, however, the Geological Society 
Council recently agreed extra staffing resources 
and it is anticipated that the system will be 
ready for use by the end of Q1 2011.

Volume 29, Part 1 was published on 13 May 
2010.

Volume 29, Part 2 to be mailed first week of 
December (contents list attached).

Acknowledgement.
Thanks to my fellow Editors but especially to 
Sarah Gibbs (GSPH) for her unfailing support.

Alan Lord, Editor-in-Chief

Journal of Micropalaeontology
Editor-in-Chief’s Report 2009-2010
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of TMS, 17th November 2010
CONSTITUTION AND RULES OF THE SOCIETY

THe consTiTuTion
(including amendments ratified at the Annual General Meetings of 1981, 1986, 1988, 1995, 

1998, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2010 and at the Extraordinary General Meeting of 2007).

Article 1  Name

The name of the organisation shall be “The Micropalaeontological Society”, abbreviated to TMS.

Article 2  Aims and Objectives

The object of the Society shall be the advancement of the education of the public in the study of 
Micropalaeontology.

In furtherance of the above object but not further or otherwise the Society shall have the following 
powers:

a. to undertake research in all subjects related to Micropalaeontology and to publish the 
useful results of such research.

b. to arrange and provide for or join in arranging and providing for the holding of meetings 
and lectures both nationally and internationally

c. to procure to be written and print, publish issue and circulate gratuitously or otherwise 
any reports, periodicals, books pamphlets, leaflets or other documents.

d. to maintain a Directory of Micropalaeontologists.

e. to procure and provide information on matters relating to the subject of Micropalaeontol-
ogy.

Article 3  Rules

The Society shall establish Rules concerning the organisation and the procedures to be followed. 
A copy of these Rules shall be sent to each member. 

Article 4  Membership

Membership of the Society shall be open to all persons and organisations engaged or actively 
interested in the Science of Micropalaeontology. The Society shall be organized and operated 
exclusively for scientific and educational purposes and not for profit. Three types of membership 
shall be available: Individual, Student, and Retired. Honorary Membership will be offered, at the 
discretion of the committee, to those individuals who have made an outstanding and sustained 
contribution to the Society. Honorary Members receive all the benefits of normal membership of 
the Society free of charge for life. There is no limit to the number of Honorary Members at any 
one time.
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Article 5  Main Committee

The business of the Society shall be conducted by a Main Committee consisting of a President, 
a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Journal Editor, a Special Publications Editor, a Newsletter Editor, a 
Membership Secretary, an Industrial Liaison Officer, a Publicity Officer, a Webmaster and elected 
representatives from each of the Specialist Groups. The number of representatives from the Spe-
cialist Groups shall normally be two per group, one of whom shall attend each committee meeting. 
Additional representatives can be co-opted at the discretion of the Main Committee. Representa-
tives from other societies and associations may also be co-opted to serve on the Main Committee 
at the discretion of the members of the Main Committee.

Article 6  Amendment of the Constitution

The Constitution of the Society can be amended only at a General Meeting by ballot amongst 
those members present and by a two thirds majority of the votes cast, provided no alteration shall 
be made to Article 2, this Article or Article 7 without the prior permission of the Charity Commis-
sioners for England and Wales and no alteration shall be made which would cause the Society to 
cease to be a charity at law.

Article 7  Dissolution

The Society shall be dissolved only by a postal ballot amongst the entire membership of the Society 
and by two thirds majority of the votes cast.

Upon dissolution the Main Committee shall distribute any assets remaining after the satisfaction of 
all debts and liabilities to some charitable institution or institutions having objects similar to those 
of the Society.

THe rules

1 Membership

i) Membership of the Society shall be open to all persons and organisations engaged in or 
actively interested in the study of Micropalaeontology.

ii) Membership may be terminated by resignation in writing to the Membership Secretary of 
the Society.

iii) Any member whose annual dues are more than one year in arrears shall be deemed to 
have resigned, unless otherwise decided by the Main Committee of the Society.

2 Officers and Ordinary Members of the Main Committee

i) The President shall preside at all meetings of the Society and its Main Committee and 
shall rule on all questions of procedure that may arise. The President may appoint ad-hoc commit-
tees at his/her discretion.

ii) The Secretary shall maintain the records of the Society and prepare minutes of its Main 
Committee and shall call meetings of the Society and its Main Committee as provided for in the 
Rules. He/she shall be responsible for all the secretarial duties required by the activities of the So-
ciety.

iii) The Treasurer shall collect and disburse the funds of the Society and shall be responsible 
for its accounts. The accounts should be balanced at the end of each year and shall be audited by 



18

TM
S

a member of the Society who is not a member of the Main Committee.

iv) The number of members serving at any one time on the Main Committee shall not be 
rigidly limited. Additional members may be co-opted at the discretion of the Main Committee.

v) All members of the Society are eligible for election as members of the Main Committee.

3 Terms of Office

i) The mandate of Main Committee members officially commences at the end of the Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) at which they are elected.

ii) The President shall be elected to serve for a period of three years and shall not normally 
be eligible for a second consecutive term of office.

iii) The Secretary, Treasurer, Journal Editor, Newsletter Editor, Special Publications Editor, 
Membership Secretary, Industrial Liaison Officer, Publicity Officer and Webmaster shall be elected 
initially for three year terms of office but may be re-elected for a second term of office in those 
positions. After two consecutive terms of office they shall only be eligible for re-election by a special 
resolution of the Society at the AGM.

iv) Other members of the Main Committee shall be elected for a two year term of office, 
and shall be eligible for a second term of office in that position. After two terms of office they shall 
not normally be eligible for re-election as ordinary members of the Main Committee. They remain 
eligible for election as officers of the Society.

4  Nominations and Elections

i) All nominations for election to the Main committee should be proposed and seconded by 
members of the Society. Nominations shall, when any position is due to become vacant, be made 
to the Secretary, at least one month before the date of the AGM at which the election will be held. 
Nominations for any vacancy of representatives of the Specialist Groups shall be made through the 
Chair of that group to the Secretary, at least one month before the AGM.

4 ii) If there is more than one candidate for a post, a list of all candidates for election shall 
be issued by the Secretary in the form of a postal and/or electronic ballot four weeks before the 
AGM. Postal ballot forms must be returned to the Secretary by post two days before the meet-
ing (or be handed in prior to the start of the AGM). In the case of postal votes, the ballot papers 
should be placed in a sealed envelope and forwarded to the Secretary in order that these votes can 
be opened at the AGM. In the case of electronic votes, the ballot papers should be mailed to the 
Secretary for receipt up until midnight two days prior to the AGM.  If there is only one candidate 
for a post, election will take place at the AGM and be confirmed by a two-thirds majority of those 
members present.  

iii) The Main Committee shall have the power to fill any vacancy occurring for any reason 
on the Main Committee for the unexpired part of the term of office. Members so appointed shall be 
eligible for election to the Main Committee at the next AGM.

5 Meetings and Management between Meetings

i) The Society shall hold an AGM at which the business affairs of the Society shall be trans-
acted. The AGM will be held at a time and place set by the Main Committee.

ii) An Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) to transact business of the Society may be 
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called by the Main Committee at any time. Such a meeting may also be called if the President 
received a request for such a meeting from any group of at least ten members.

iii) All members of the Society shall be informed of the time, place and agenda of any AGM 
or EGM not later than three weeks before it is to be held. 

iv) Additional items may only be added to the Agenda of that meeting with the approval of 
those members present at the meeting.

v) At meetings of the Society, each member present shall have one vote; in the event of a tie, 
the Chair of the Meeting shall have the casting vote on all matters relating to the work and activities 
of the Society.

vi) At meetings of the Main Committee a simple majority of the membership of the com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum. At the AGM, 8% of the current membership of the Society shall 
constitute a quorum.

vii) The Main Committee may at any time call specialized scientific meetings in addition to 
the General Assemblies.

viii) The Main Committee shall be responsible for managing the business of the Society be-
tween the AGMs. The Main committee shall present to the AGM at the expiry of its term of office a 
general report on the activities of the Society.

6 Membership Fees

i) The annual membership fees shall be determined at the AGM by the General Assembly. 
Any change in the rates of annual subscriptions shall be determined at the AGM by a majority vote 
of those members present at the meeting.

ii) The financial year of the Society shall normally coincide with the calendar year. Subscrip-
tions to the Society shall be due on January 1st of each year.

iii) The society shall participate in the Direct Debiting scheme as an originator for the pur-
poses of collecting subscriptions for any class of membership and/or any other amounts due to the 
Society.

iv) Additional levies may be made from time to time by particular specialist groups to cover 
the costs of their particular activities.

7  Postal and/or Electronic Ballots

In the case of matters which must be decided by Postal and/or Electronic ballot (Paragraph 4 ii), the 
Secretary shall send ballot papers to all members of the Society. The closing date for the ballot will 
either be stated clearly on the ballot paper or will coincide with the holding of a general meeting 
of the Society.

8  Amendments of Rules

Amendments to the Rules of the Society may be proposed by the Main Committee or by individual 
members of the Society through the President. Amendments will be confirmed at a General Meet-
ing following the receipt of a two thirds majority during a Postal and/or Electronic ballot.
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overall financial PosiTion
The total expenditure of the society during this 
financial year was £38,567 and total income 
was £39,599, so we achieved a modest surplus 
of £1,033. As a result our closing balance for 
the year is £25,802. This closing balance effec-
tively represents a capital reserve and it has pro-
gressively increased over the past decade. The 
Society is thus in good financial health and, as 
outlined below, our finances should improve 
further as a result of the new publishing contract 
with the Geological Society Publishing House 
(GSPH) for the Journal of Micropalaeontology. 
Hence we can continue to hold subscriptions 
at the current level (they were last increased 
in 2005), and we can look to cautiously con-
tinue to increase the level of our activities.  As 
Treasurer I have also endeavoured to improve 
our financial management. From this year I will 
produce a formal budget for the coming year 
to guide the committee in making expenditure 
decisions and I have arranged with Stephen 
Packer (Honorary Auditor) for a more rigorous 
auditing of the accounts than has been carried 
out previously.

Journal
As in the past, the largest items in the accounts 
are the costs of publishing the Journal of Micro-
palaeontology (£25,116) and the library journal 
subscriptions (£19,759). From 2011 this will 
change as the new contract with the GSPH 
comes into effect. In the future the GSPH will 
both bear the cost of producing the Journal of 
Micropalaeontology and keep the library journal 
subscription income. This will reduce our turno-
ver but increase our net income, by ca. £5,000 
per year.

newsleTTer
The cost of producing and distributing the 
Newsletter of Micropalaeontology has increased as 

a consequence of the larger size and wider dis-
tribution following from successful launch of the 
Affiliation Scheme. The newsletter is now dis-
tributed to members of the Grzybowski Foun-
dation and the International Nannoplankton 
Association. The cost of this is partially offset by 
charging those societies £1 per issue per mem-
ber. The increased circulation should also make 
the newsletter more attractive for advertisers.

meeTings anD awarDs
As a result of our strengthening financial po-
sition we have increased our sponsorship of 
meetings and awards. Meetings sponsored this 
year included: the International Nannoplankton 
Association INA13 conference in Japan (£500 
for student attendance grants); the International 
Palaeontological Conference, IPC3, in London 
(£1,025 for guest speakers at TMS-organised 
micropalaeontological sessions); Congress of 
the Carpathian Balkan Geological Association, 
CBGA2010, in Thessaloniki (£400 for student 
participants at TMS sponsored session on ra-
diolarian biochronology). As well as publicising 
the Society and promoting micropalaeontology, 
the direct beneficiaries of these grants were al-
most all TMS members. We also made four stu-
dent Grant-in-Aid awards.

Tms eDucaTional TrusT
The TMS Educational Trust has been estab-
lished under the guidance of Haydon Bailey 
(Industrial Liaison Officer) with the primary aim 
of sponsoring graduate level training in micro-
palaeontology. TMS has committed to contrib-
uting to this at a rate of £1,000 per year and 
British Petroleum has made a generous dona-
tion of £10,000. Expenditure from the Trust will 
commence in 2011. The TMS Treasurer will 
also be Treasurer of the Trust and accounts for 
the Trust will be presented in parallel with the 
main TMS accounts.

Treasurer’s Report
Jeremy young

Treasurer of The Micropalaeontological Society

NOTES
1. This is the closing balance from the published accounts for 2008-9
2. The advertisements income includes advertising from two years (Nov 2008-Oct 2010)
3. The affiliation fees from the Grzybowski Foundation and the INA are used to offset costs of posting 
the newsletter to their members.
4. Compensation; ex gratia payment from Barclays bank following erroneous direct debit payment
5. Amazon click-through; advertising revenue from the TMS website
6. Gift aid; tax reclaimed from UK taxpayers. NB This is claim for 3 years (Nov 2007-Nov 2010)
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TMS Statement of accounts for financial year 2009-2010

INCOME Notes EXPENDITURE

BALANCE FROM 2008-2009 Journal of Micropalaeontology

Closing balance in 2008-9 accounts 24,794.63 1 Volume 29, Part 1 12,558.00

Volume 29, Part 2 12,558.00

Total Journal 25,116.00

INCOME DURING YEAR

TMS Special Publication

Membership & subscriptions TMS spec vol. 003 - drafting figures 465.00

Individual membership 14,520.37

Journal Subscriptions 19,759.49 Newsletter of Micropalaeontology

Total Subscription income 34,279.86 Newsletter 81 printing 989.00

Handbook printing 1,118.29

Postage Newsl 81 & Handbook 922.00

Publication-related income Newsletter 82 printing 1,187.00
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TMS spec publ 003 (ostracod atlas) 377.05

Royalties from Springer 86.36 Annual General Meeting

Advertisements in the newsletter 1,325.00 2 Catering 804.08

Advertisments in the Journal 560.00 2 Speaker's meal 224.12
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Downie Fund donations 92.00 INA 13 sponsorship (student grants) 502.58
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Interest 7.72 Scott Lecture Cardiff 200.00

Paly. Gp. meeting (refunded payment) 83.72 CBGA Radiolarian session (2 student awards) 400.00

Total Miscellaneous income 2,237.42 IFPS subscription 2010 89.92

Total meetings and awards 4,495.49

TOTAL INCOME 39,574.58 Committee expenses

Catering 69.85

Memb Sec. Expenses 192.78

Opening balance 24,794.63 Travel to committee meetings 737.34

Income 39,574.58 Total committee 999.97

Expenditure -38,566.84

Closing balance 25,802.37 Charges

Barclaycard 523.47

This closing balance includes: Bank charges (foreign payments) 44.00

Downie Fund 1,854.52 Pegasus computing (direct debits) 53.38

Higgins Fund 1,505.00 PayPal 156.73

Total charges 777.58

Opening balance 0.00 TOTAL EXPENDITURE 38,566.84
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Donation from BP 10,000.00
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Transfer from TMS main funds 1,010.00 Dr. J.R Young  (Treasurer)

Total income 11,010.00 Dr. S.Packer (Honorary Auditor)
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Alan Higgins Award for Applied Micropalaeontology

Alan Charles Higgins (1936–2004), a British micropalaeontologist and expert on conodonts, 
made major contributions to Paleozoic biostratigraphy and helped firmly establish the value of 
micropalaeontology in hydrocarbon exploration. He was a founding member of TMS, its past 
Chairman and Honorary Member. The award of £300 is given to a young scientist, less than 10 
years from graduation, in recognition of a significant record of achievement in the field of applied 
and industrial micropalaeontology, as documented by publications, software, patents, leadership 
or educational activities. The award was established with the help of Alan’s family and friends, to 
commemorate his contribution to micropalaeontology and encourage young researchers in the 
field. It is presented in person at the Society’s AGM in November. The first award will be made in 
2010.

Nominations can be made by any TMS member using the nomination form available on the 
website or from the Secretary, and sent by the end of February of each year to the Secretary 
of TMS. The nominees need not be members of TMS. The award is normally given each year, 
resubmission of unsuccessful nominees is possible.

TMS Grants-in-Aid

TMS Grants-in-Aid are awarded annually to help student members of the Society in their fieldwork, 
conference attendance, or any other specific activity related to their research which has not been 
budgeted for. Grants-in-Aid cannot be awarded for miscellaneous expenditure (e.g. slides, sample 
bags, sample preparation, laboratory costs, SEM photography or producing, photocopying, print-
ing and binding of these), nor can they be awarded retrospectively.

A maximum of £300 can be awarded to each successful applicant.  Awardees are expected to write 
a short report for the Newsletter of Micropalaeontology once their grant has been used.  Application 
forms may be downloaded from TMS website or obtained from the Secretary.

Deadline for application is 28th February 2011

Charles Downie Award

The late Charles Downie was one of the pioneers of palynology in the UK and a mentor who 
guided the thinking and development of a large number of postgraduate students who passed 
through the University of Sheffield. Through the efforts of former colleagues at Sheffield, a perma-
nent memorial has now been established to recognize Charles’ contribution to micropalaeontology. 
An annual award will be made to The Micropalaeontological Society member, who in the opinion 
of The Micropalaeontological Society Committee, has published the most significant paper, in any 
journal, based upon his or her postgraduate research.

An award of £200 will be made for the best paper published during 2010 and will be presented 
at The Micropalaeontological Society AGM in November 2011. Nominations for the best paper 
published in 2010 should be submitted either to the appropriate TMS Specialist Group, or The 
Micropalaeontological Society Secretary by 28th February 2011.
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In order to support the teaching of micropalaeontology at all BSc, MSc and equivalent levels, 
as well as to encourage and reward student engagement and achievement in this field, The 
Micropalaeontological Society has established TMS Student Awards. Each award consists of one 
year’s free membership of the Society, including two issues of Journal of Micropalaeontology 
and Newsletter of Micropalaeontology, discount on TMS and GSPH publications, discounted 
registration fees at TMS specialist group meetings, and eligibility for awards and grants-in-aid.

The awards are given annually by tutors of registered micropalaeontology courses. Only one 
award per year per institution may be given. Nominating tutors must be members of TMS and in 
order to register a course they must submit a completed form to TMS Secretary who will confirm 
in writing that the given course is approved for the award. The Secretary will keep a list of 
registered micropalaeontology courses, conferring with the Committee when necessary. Course 
tutors of registered courses may then give the award at any time of the year on the basis of any 
criteria to students deemed to have achieved meritorious grades. The tutor reports the name and 
address of the awardee, as well as a brief statement on the criteria used to select the awardee, to 
the Secretary, who will collate a list of citations to be tabled each year at the AGM and printed 
in the Newsletter. 

Each year, one TMS Student Award will be awarded in memory of Brian O’Neill.

Eleven courses are currently registered:

TMS Student Awards

EA2009 Microfossils 
School of Earth and Ocean Sciences, Cardiff 
University

500016  Foraminiferen im Schleswig-
holsteinischen Wattenmeer 
IFM-GEOMAR, Kiel

Advanced Micropalaeontology 
Department of Geology, University of Leicester

Microfossils, environments and time 
School of Ocean & Earth Science, University of 
Southampton

Mikropaläontologie 
Institut für Geowissenschaften, Eberhard-Karls 
Universität Tübingen

Micropalaeontology 
University of Bristol

Micropalaeontology: Principles and 
Applications 
Keele University

16199 Micropalaeontology 
Universidad del País Vasco

GLY 5102 Marine Micropalaeontology /
GLY 5104 Applied Micropalaeontology 
/GLY 5207 Case Histories in Marine 
Micropalaeontology / research project 
involving micropalaeontology 
Environmental and Marine Masters Scheme in 
the Faculty of Science, University of Plymouth

ESCM 320/440 Micropalaeontology
School of Geography, Earth and Environmental 
Sciences, University of Birmingham

Introduction to Micropalaeontology
Masters in Geology, University of Ghent – K.U. 
Leuven
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Information for Tutors: In order to register a micropalaeontology course at your institute, 
please fill in the form below and send it to TMS Secretary. You only need to do this once, 
unless the course has changed or you wish to report a different course for the award 
scheme. Tutors are welcome to submit the form electronically.

TMS Student Award – Course Registration Form

Nominating Tutor:

TMS Membership Nr:

University/Higher Education Institution:

Course Name:

Course Description (level, number of students, hours of instruction etc.):

Date:
Please return by mail or electronically to TMS Secretary

The Micropalaeontological Society
http://www.tmsoc.org

Registered as a Charity No 284013
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Foraminifera Group Report
kaTe Darling

Forams 2010 was held in the beautiful Main 
Building at the University of Bonn from the 
5-10 September 2010. We have to give Mar-
tin Langer and the Organisation Committee 
a great big thank you for producing such 
an entertaining programme throughout the 
week. Social events featured an ice breaker 
party, a very generous evening reception 
sponsored by the Cushman Foundation and 
a truly superb congress dinner enjoyed by 
all while cruising along on the river Rhine. 
One or two old sea dogs murmured that they 
were river sick as we turned for home, but 
I suspect that it was really the alcohol tak-
ing its toll! There were pre and post confer-
ence field trips to view Cretaceous sediments, 
explore North Sea modern intertidal flats 
and visit the spectacular Fossilagerstätten 
of S-Germany. The mid-conference break 
featured several all-day field trips including 
a visit to the famous UNESCO World Her-
itage Site at Messel. For culture enthusiasts, 
a field trip to Cologne included stops at the 
famous Cathedral and the Roman-German 
Museum rounded off by a compulsory visit 
to a German Beer Brewery. Many also joined 
a guided tour through the City of Bonn which 
featured a memorable visit to Beethoven’s 
house. We were privileged with a taste of the 

Beethoven Festival on our final evening as 
the first concert was broadcast onto a large 
screen to be enjoyed by all those dining al-
fresco in the main square.

The Forams 2010 Scientific Committee and 
symposium contributors put together an ex-
cellent Technical Program of multidisciplinary 
presentations which continue to demonstrate 
the relevance and current applications that 
foraminiferal studies still have in the field of 
earth sciences. Workshop sessions featured a 
Paleogene planktonic foraminifera working 
group meeting, a discussion on foraminif-
eral culturing to avoid duplication of effort, 
foraminiferal classification and a Mesozoic 
Working Group Meeting. After a very close 
vote between Japan and Chile, it was decid-
ed that Concepción, Chile would be the next 
venue for Forams 2014.

We look forward to our next TMS Foram/
Nannofossil Group Meeting to be held jointly 
with the Grzybowski Foundation in Kraków, 
Poland in June 2011. We are also pleased to 
announce that our 2012 Foram/Nannofossil 
Group meeting will take place in Edinburgh, 
jointly hosted by the University of Edinburgh 
and University of St Andrews. 

Silicofossil Group Report
Taniel Danelian & george swann

A half-a-day session dedicated to “Radio-
larian biochronology: key to tectono-strati-
graphic reconstructions” was organised by 
TD and S. Gorican (Ljubljiana) within the 
framework of the 19th Congress of the Car-
pathian-Balkan Geological Association which 
took place successfully on September 25th, 
2010, in Thessaloniki (Greece). The meet-
ing, sponsored by TMS with 2 student grants, 
attracted about fifteen radiolarian specialists 

coming from a number of different countries  
including Austria, Armenia, Croatia, France, 
Hungary, Italy, Russia, Serbia, Slovenia, 
Switzerland and Turkey.

A joint siliceous-palynology meeting will be 
held in Tromsø, Norway, on the 31st March 
with an optional excursion on April 1st to 
the fjords. The meeting is being organised 
by Cathy Stickley with assistance from the 
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siliceous/palynology groups and will follow 
on from a 2-day workshop/symposium on 
Cretaceous-Paleogene Arctic palaeoenvi-
ronments. A number of those attending the 
initial Arctic meeting have already agreed to 
stay on for the TMS meeting and give talks 
and it is expected that a number of Norwe-
gian students/post-graduates will also be at-
tending.

Since the TMS meeting will follow on from 
another workshop and in order to encourage 
a high attendance the plan is to not charge a 
registration fee. Instead support is requested 
for funds to cover a wine reception and re-
freshments. Fabienne Marret-Davies will be 
attending the meeting and will promote TMS 

and encourage new members to join during 
these events, as such it is hoped that the new 
membership will recoup some of the society’s 
costs.

Preparations for a meeting of the Silicofos-
sil Group in early September 2011 in Lille 
(France) progress well. The meeting, which 
will be organised by TD and 2 other mem-
bers of staff of the University Lille 1, will be 
dedicated to the “Geobiology and environ-
ments of silica biomineralizers” and intends 
to bring together micropalaeontologists, biol-
ogists, sedimentary geochemists and palae-
oceanographers interested in a large number 
of interactions between silica biomineralizers 
and the environment.

Final preparations are now being made for 
the long awaited 4th Joint Meeting between 
the Palynology and Silicofossil Groups. This 
will take place on 31st March 2011 at the Uni-
versity of Tromsø, Norway. Please see a full 
advertisment Page 3 in this newsletter, and 
the meeting webpage (http://www.nhm.ac.uk/
hosted_sites/tms/silicopaly2011.htm) for fur-
ther details, including those regarding abstract 
submissions.

Other upcoming meetings with a palynologi-
cal slant:

DINO9, 28th August to 2nd September 2011, 

Liverpool, UK (organised by Fabienne Marret-
Davies and Jane Lewis; see http://pcwww.liv.
ac.uk/~dino9/index.htm).

The Palynological Society (AASP) 44th An-
nual Meeting, 3rd to 8th September 2011, 
Southampton, UK (organised by Ian Harding 
and John Marshall; see http://www.palynology.
org/meetings.html).

And looking further ahead, the next Interna-
tional Palynological Congress:
IPC XIII/IOPC IX, 23rd to 30th August 2012, 
Tokyo, Japan (see http://wwwsoc.nii.ac.jp/
psj3/IPC2012Web/web-content/index.html).

Palynology Group Report
PHil JarDine

Microvertebrate Group Report
Paul smiTH

The Microvertebrate Group gathered in its tra-
ditional way at the Pal Ass annual meeting, this 
year in a very snowy Ghent. Talks included a 
look at new morphological decay experiments, 
and the implication for the fossil record of ear-
ly vertebrates, by Rob Sansom, Sarah Gabbott 
and Mark Purnell (Leicester); and a discussion 
of tooth function in fishes by Laurent Darras, 

Mark Purnell and Ralph Turingan (also Leices-
ter). The literal high point was the documen-
tation of Middle Ordovician conodonts from 
the summit limestones of Everest by Svend 
Stouge, in a talk presented by Dave Harper.

Sofie Gouwy (University of Missouri) and oth-
ers presented a poster on Eifelian-Frasnian 
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Ostracod Group Report
maTT wakefielD (Bg grouP)

Tms osTracoD grouP meeT-
ing, 13TH ocToBer 2010

The meeting was organised and hosted by Alan 
Lord and chaired by John Whittaker in the Ar-
thur Holmes Room of the Geological Society of 
London, Burlington House, Piccadilly.

John Whittaker gave a short update on the lat-
est TMS Special Publications available via the 
Geological Society Publishing House. Initial 
reviews of “Ostracods in British Stratigraphy” 
have praised its presentation and quality of its 
plates, thoroughly recommending its purchase. 
John also described the official launch of the 
“Curry Volume” in Chichester on October 2nd 
attended by Dennis’ family.

Giles Miller (Natural History Museum) started 
off proceedings by showing us a series of beau-
tiful 3-D plastic models (c.15cm long) of Pat-
tersoncypris micropapillosa Bate 1972, created 
from the 3-D computer scans taken at the ESRF 
synchrotron at Grenoble. Apparently the mod-
els are created using two lasers focussed in to 
a bath of liquid resin that hardens where the 
beams cross. Ray Bate, who is donating them 
to the NHM, kindly paid for the models. Other 
models of such scans now form a display at the 
NHM based on recent research published in Sci-
ence suggesting that ostracods were reproducing 
using giant sperm as far back as the Cretaceous 
(see TMS Newsletter No. 80, p.19 and search for 
ostracod on www.esrf.eu).

Ian Boomer (University of Birmingham) has 
just started work on some Miocene (probably 
Burdigallian) ostracods from sediments around 
Lake Victoria (Kenya). Samples were provided 
by Laura Basell (University of Southampton) as 

part of a palaeoarchaeological study sponsored 
by a NERC URGENCY grant. The sediments are 
full of vertebrate fossils (turtles, crocs, lizards, rhi-
no and even the tusk of a proto-elephant). Large 
numbers of worked stones by early hominins are 
also common in the study area. The freshwater 
ostracods are dominated by Limnocythere with 
Ilyocypris, Heterocypris, Potamocypris and Dar-
winula but few if any Candonids. Preservation 
was variable from good to clearly recrystralised.

Dave Horne (Queen Mary, University of Lon-
don) described the history behind finds of Ter-
restricythere in the UK, the genus first being 
described from the Far East. The genus lives in 
brackish waters but is able to crawl around in 
damp vegetation free of water. A new record of 
Terrestricythere from Tollesbury in Essex, was 
studied by Lauradana Day and Toyah Parker as 
part of their undergraduate degrees. Lauradana 
examined cores from Tollesbury to ascertain 
if there was a fossil record of the ostracod or 
whether it was a recent ‘invader’. To date, al-
though common on the “surface”, none has 
been seen from the core. However as agglutinat-
ing foraminifera, but no calcareous foraminifera, 
are present it suggests that decalcification may 
be an issue.

Ginny Benardout has just started her doctoral 
work at Queen Mary, University of London (su-
pervised by Dave Horne and Steve Brooks), ini-
tially looking at Hoxnian interglacial sediments 
(MIS11) at Beeches Pit, West Stow in Suffolk. 
Ginny is utilising the Mutual Ostracod Tempera-
ture Range (MOTR) methodology developed 
by Dave Horne, in conjunction with chirono-
mid temperature data. Initial results suggest a 
mean temperature in winter (Jan) of -8°C (range 
-10 to -2°C) and in summer (June) of +20°C 

conodonts from the Villech section in the 
Spanish Pyrenees, Martha Koot (Plymouth) on 
shark teeth from the Middle Permian - Triassic 
of the Arabian peninsula, Jan Rasmussen (Co-

penhagen)on Ordovician conodonts from the 
Baltica margin, and Zivile Zigaite (Uppsala) 
on the Devonian vertebrate biostratigraphy of 
northern Spitsbergen.
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(range 16-22°C). Work will continue to refine 
the MOTR database/methodology.

Jonathan Holmes (UCL) discussed Holocene os-
tracods from a core provided by Matthew Jones 
(University of Nottingham) from Lake Pareshan 
in SW Iran. The ostracod assemblages are domi-
nated by Cypideis torosa (lower succession) and 
Limnocythere inopinata (upper succession) with 
a switch over at c.2ky. Non-marine ostracods are 
sensitive to solute chemistry (rather than salinity 
per se) with C. torosa preferring a Na/Cl brine 
with an alkalinity/Ca ratio <1 and L. spinosa 
favouring a ?Na-CO3 brine with an alkalinity/
Ca ratio >1. However, there is no know solute 
pathway to explain the switch in the middle of 
the core (also seen briefly in the lower part of the 
core; c.4ky) in terms of evaporation alone, sug-
gesting a switch in water source and the hinter-
land geology it flowed from, though this requires 
further investigation.

Lee Bradley (University of Liverpool) described 
his doctoral work on Holocene deposits form the 
south-western Black Sea. Lee is working in con-
junction with another doctoral student, Lorna 
Williams, who is at Memorial University, New-
foundland, each looking at different cores. Hav-
ing already examined the dinocysts Lee has only 
recently started looking at the ostracods (pollen 
and geochemistry studies still to come). Lee has 
documented a switch from brackish to marine 
conditions at c.7.5ka using both dinocysts and 
ostracods. However, this switch, marking the re-
connection of the Black and Mediterranean seas 
was gradual rather than sharp.

Steve Sweetman (University of Portsmouth) and 
Dave Horne described the sediments and ostra-
cods, respectively, from the Wessex Formation 
(Barremian) on the Isle of White. Most of the 
formation is heavily influenced by Cretaceous 
pedogenesis with few fossils evident. The ostra-
cods were only found in a small number of ‘plant 
debris beds’ (6 out of the 27 that had vertebrate 
finds). These are thought to form as flood de-
bris beds following post lightening induced wild 
fires and subsequent heavy rains. The ostracod 
fauna is dominated by Cypridea (4 spp) and the 

oldest known member of the Notodromadinae. 
A short video of modern Notodromas monacha 
illustrated their unique lifestyle attached upside 
down to the underside of the water surface on 
a distinctive ovate flattened area on their ventral 
surface, where they feed on the hyponeuston.

Adrian Wood (University of Coventry) contin-
ued his discourse on the temporal biogeographi-
cal distribution of North Atlantic and Arctic cold-
water shallow marine ostracod species from 
previous meetings. Adrian described the fauna 
from early Pliocene (OIS Si4 and/or Si6; c.4.6-
4.9Ma) sediments from the West Netherlands 
Basin. The section studied was 125m thick, ma-
rine at the base and showing freshwater (river-
ine?) influence at the top, though the talk con-
centrated on the basal marine succession. Using 
Mutual Climate Change indicators, assisted by 
having ten extant species, the basal marine sec-
tion was shown to have experienced summer 
water temperatures of less that 10°C (today’s 
range is 5-15°C). However, winter temperatures 
were little different indicating either deep stable 
waters or stratification of the water column at 
that time. That the opening of the Bering Strait 
is dated as c.4.91Ma indicates migration of cold 
water ostracods into the Southern North Sea 
was rapid.

With sixteen people and eight talks this was the 
largest attendance of an TMS Ostracod Group 
meeting for many years. It was encouraging to 
meet several ‘new blood’ young ostracodologists 
just starting off on their respective doctoral stud-
ies. With the doom and gloom surrounding the 
micropalaeontology staff at the NHM this was 
indeed welcome news.

All in all this was an excellent meeting, as much 
for the gathering of friends as for the quality of 
the individual presentations. Thanks go to Alan 
Lord for organising the room and abstracts 
pamphlet.
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Radiolarian biochronology : key to tectonostratigraphic 
reconstructions
Duje KuKoč
Paleontološki Inštitut Ivana Rakovca ZRC SAZU, Ljubljana, Slovenia

gayané asaTryan
Institut of Geological Sciences, Armenian National Academy of Sciences, Yerevan, Armenia
University Pierre & Marie Curie (Paris VI), Paris, France

One of the specialized micropalaeontological 
sessions organized within the 19th Congress 
of the Carpathian Balkan Geological Associa-
tion (CBGA 2010) was held in Thessaloniki 
(Greece) on September 25th, 2010. The ses-
sion, convened by Taniel Danelian (Univer-
sity of Lille, France) and Špela Goričan (Ivan 
Rakovec Institute of Paleontology ZRC SAZU, 
Slovenia), was dedicated to the contribution 
that Radiolarian biochronology can make to 
resolve tectonic and/or stratigraphic scientific 
questions.

The primary goal of the Geological Congress 
was the presentation of the most recent advanc-
es in Earth and Environmental Sciences, main-
ly in the Carpathian – Balkan Region and the 
surroundings, by highlighting their contribution 
to the search of natural resources, as well as 
the study of natural hazards and environmen-
tal problems. This was an international meet-
ing of high scientific standard, with nearly 550 
contributions from participants coming from 
all over the world.  The CBGA 2010 program 
included four days of oral and poster sessions 
(23-26/09/2010) and four days of field trips 
(27-30/09/2010). The scientific program was 
organized in a number of General and Special 
Sessions.

The Radiolarian session included 10 oral pres-
entations and 3 posters. This session gave the 
opportunity to participants of the radiolarian 
community to present a number of case stud-
ies which highlighted the value of radiolarian 
biochronology for the understanding of the 
geological structure and evolution of different 

areas of the Carpatho-Balkan-Dinaric region 
(and surrounding countries); the most spectac-
ular examples were those based on the applica-
tion of Mesozoic radiolarian biochronology in 
constraining the timeframe of the sedimentary 
cover of ophiolites.

Peter Baumgartner (Lausanne, Switzerland) 
was the key-note speaker of the session. He 
started his talk with a brief historical overview 
on the development of Mesozoic radiolarian bi-
ostratigraphy since the late 1970s. He stressed 
that the way in which the first reliable Triassic 
radiolarian ages for radiolarites, associated with 
MORB-type basalts, altered previous tectonic 
interpretations considerably. Based on a wealth 
of radiolarian ages, now available from a large 
number of ophiolitic outcrops situated along the 
western part of the Balkan peninsula (Croatia, 
Serbia, Albania and Greece), he illustrated the 
contribution that radiolarian biochronology has 
made over the last 30 years in understanding 
the formation and emplacement of ophiolites 
in the Dinaride-Hellenide segments of alpine 
mountain belts. 

Peter Ozsvárt (Budapest, Hungary) talked 
about the implications of Middle Triassic ra-
diolarian dating of radiolarites associated with 
oceanic basalts formed during the early rift-re-
lated phase of western Neotethys. He was fol-
lowed by Nena Djerić (Belgrade, Serbia) who 
presented a great number of radiolarian ages 
from basinal sequences that crop out in Serbia 
and Bosnia (Dinarides) and most of which are 
related with ophiolites. Established ages range 
from Middle Triassic to Late Cretaceous (Cam-
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panian), with a potenitally interesting gap for 
the Lower jurassic.

Špela Goričan (Ljubjana, Slovenia) ended the 
first part of the session with an introductory 
presentation of the Unitary Association (U.A.) 
method – which applies a deterministic ap-
proach and allows construction of concurrent 
range zones – and some of its applications to 
radiolarian biostratigraphy. It should be stressed 
that this method is quite well adapted for the 
Mesozoic radiolarian record. Radiolarian biozo-
nations using the U.A. method now covers most 
of the Mesozoic (Rhaetian to Turonian) interval. 
Zonations based on Unitary Associations are 
easily and efficiently used by radiolarian spe-
cialists because the number of taxa included is 
rather high and because stratigraphic ranges of 
species involved in the biozonal scheme are less 
truncated.

Just after the morning coffee-break Kagan Tekin 
(Ankara, Turkey) opened the second part of the 
Radiolarian session.  He presented the results 
of a radiolarian biostratigraphic analysis of an 
olistolith from the Bornova Flysch in western 
Turkey, which allows the reconstruction of the 
pelagic sedimentary history of the Izmir-Ankara 
oceanic basin.

Liubov Bragina (Moscow, Russia) presented 
beautifully preserved radiolarian assemblages 
from the upper Cretaceous post-ophiolitic 
metalliferous sediments of the Perapedi Forma-
tion in Cyprus. Her results establish the diachro-
neity of the metalliferous sediments as a result 
of deposition in small isolated depressions of 
the Troodos Ophiolite Complex, formed since 
the Turonian.

Duje Kukoč (Ljubljana, Slovenia) presented 
an example of how radiolarian biostratigra-
phy applied on lower Cretaceous re-deposited 
limestone sequences from NW Slovenia prove 
the presence of a lost carbonate platform of the 
Dinarides. The biostratigraphic results, com-
bined with detailed microfacies observations of 
the various carbonate clasts, help reconstruct a 
carbonate platform that should have been lo-

cated in an internal palaeogeographic position; 
it was probably developed on top of a nappe 
stack formed during the early emplacement of 
the internal Dinaric units onto the continental 
margin.

Gayané Asatryan (Yerevan, Armenia) pre-
sented radiolarian biostratigraphic results from 
the sedimentary cover of the Sevan ophiolite 
in Armenia. Her results establish the formation 
of submarine oceanic lavas for different inter-
vals of the Lower Cetaceous in the Neotethyan 
realm represented by the Armenian ophiolites. 
Radiolarian biochronology also helps to estab-
lish the presence of subaerial activity (tuffites 
intercalated in radiolarites) during the late Mid-
dle-early Late Jurassic.

Taniel Danelian (Lille, France) synthesized all 
available biostratigraphic (radiolarian) data for 
the sedimentary cover of ophiolites in Armenia, 
as well as the few radiometric ages available in 
the literature on the igneous parts of the ophi-
olite sequence. In combination with existing 
geochemical data on extrusive rocks associated 
with the oceanic crust formation, he illustrated 
how radiolarian biochronology can help to de-
cipher the geohistory of the oceanic realm pre-
served in the Lesser Caucasus.

In addition to the numerous radiolarian as-
semblages originated from the tropical Tethyan 
realm, a notable advance in boreal radiolar-
ian micropalaeontology has been recently 
achieved. Nikita Bragin (Moscow, Russia) pre-
sented high latitude fauna from the Arctic 
(Kotel’nyi Island, New Siberian Islands, Rus-
sia). This work establishes the significant differ-
ences of boreal Triassic radiolaria from coeval 
tropical assemblages, known essentially from 
the Pacific and Mediterranean realms. Inter-
estingly, the newly found boreal assemblages 
include a number of species (25-40 %) which 
are also common in the tropical assemblages 
and therefore they can be used to correlate Tri-
assic deposits globally. The author stressed the 
potential of radiolarian biogeographic investi-
gations for future palaeoclimatic studies of the 
Triassic.
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importance of our participation in meetings like 
this one, because they give us the opportunity to 
meet other scientists with similar interests, while 
at the same time we were able to broaden our 
knowledge on different fields of geosciences. 
This was a good opportunity to present some 
results from our PhD work and we are grate-
ful to The Micropaleontological Society for its 
financial support. 

Participants of the Radiolarian session at Thes-
saloniki (Greece).

In May 2010 TMS kindly awarded me £200 to 
put towards costs of a field trip to the USA. This 
is my tale. I am currently in the second year of 
my PhD at the University of Sheffield (CASE 
supported by the Natural History Museum, 
London) where I am looking at Cambrian, Lau-
rentian Acritarchs from the USA. I have so far 
been on two field trips to the US and collected, 
processed and examined 140 shale samples. 
They contain an interesting array of acritarchs 
and other palynomorphs, including many new 
species and genera.

Professor John Taylor, from Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania, has been working for a num-
ber of years on the stratigraphy of Lower Pal-
aeozoic rock units of the USA, specialising on 
Cambrian and Ordovician trilobites. In Novem-
ber 2009 he invited me to join a team of geolo-
gists on a field trip to Wyoming and Montana. 
It was to collect shale samples for palynologi-
cal examination that could be tied directly into 
his wider stratigraphical framework (trilobite, 
conodont, chemo- and litho-).

The team comprised Professor Paul Myrow 
(sedimentologist, Colorado College) and his 
undergrad student, Julian Springer, Professor 
David Fike (geochemist, Washington Univer-
sity in St. Louis), and his PhD student Garrecht 
Metzger, Jessica Creveling (PhD student, Har-
vard), Professor John Taylor and myself.

We all met at Casper Airport in Wyoming and 

after introductions and a lot of brit-ribbing from 
my new-found American friends, we set off 
north to Sheridan in two tanks (SUVs). Our first 
section was a road cut at Sheridan Pass, acces-
sible and straight forward. Then we made our 
way to the Cook Stove Basin, which was not 
so straight forward. Firstly it is in the middle of 
nowhere close to the Wyoming/Montana bor-
der, and access is made by driving 20 km or 
so along an almost non-negotiable track: ma-
chines got stuck in the mud and bridges had 
to be rebuilt. Secondly, the area we found our-
selves in is home to a species of mosquito that 
possesses teeth, baseball bats and one hell of 
an attitude. And then during the first night four 
of us came down with mild altitude sickness. 
However, the views were great!

So the next morning we started out for the 
section, which involved crossing a mosquito-
infested swamp (I got over 50 bites that day!) 
before reaching the talus field at the foot of the 
Cook Stove cliffs. At this point one of our team 
managed to dislodge a rock the size of a small 
fridge onto his foot. When we asked him if he 
was alright he said “yeah fine”, which then 
changed to “ah no, actually I think I’ve hurt 
myself!”, and then screams and pools of blood. 
We did the honourable thing; patched him up 
and then left him at the foot of the cliff with 
his leg in the air while we went off and worked 
the section. That done we carted him back to 
camp, packed and left for the nearest hospital. I 
should say that Paul did not actually scream....

For the love of acritarchs
Brian PeDDer
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much (there were pools of blood) and indeed, 
within an hour of his accident he had limped 
his way up to the section to help with the work. 
He is one gutsy fellow our Paul Myrow, and 
incidentally, draws the most beautiful sedimen-
tary logs. With his foot repaired and now pos-
sessing stitches, a list of do’s and don’ts, antibi-
otics and a ridiculous oversized protective boot 
to wear, we continued. We visited a number 
a sections without incident before arriving at 
our final section at Silver Gate, just down the 
road from Cooke City. This is a beautiful spot 
in the Bear Tooth Mountains of Montana and 

our section was to be found in an isolated area 
directly above the Silver Falls. After an hour’s 
ascent we arrived at the top of the waterfall on 
the east bank of the river. There was no shale 
here but looking across the river I could clearly 
see a shale slope, so I made for the other side. 
It was a small triangular area enclosed by the 
river and two cliffs with a gulley running be-
tween. Having got to the slope I dug through 
the cover in search of clean shale, but none 
was to be had. I moved further up the slope 
towards the gulley, which at its foot had a dense 
accumulation of shrubbery. As I walked passed 
something growled at me from the bushes. I 
couldn’t see what it was but it sounded big and 
hacked off. We had been warned in town about 
bears and my first thought was “sod the shale, 
I’m off!” I remembered that if you run you look 

like food to a bear, so I walked quickly away. 
In attempting to find an alternative route back 
I found myself perilously close to the shrubbery 
once more and was growled at again, twice. 
This time I walked a little faster (it could most 
likely be described as running) and in an instant 
I was across the river and home. “I’ve just been 
growled at by something in the bushes” I said. 
“Probably a bear” someone said idly. An hour 
later I was throwing up in the river. I had alti-
tude sickness again and had to descend. I spent 
the next fourteen hours asleep in a Cooke City 
motel and the next day was ordered to stay in 
town. My field work was over.

Whilst recovering in Cooke City, I retold the 
tale of the growling beast to various people 
around the town. There was the gallery owner, 
the hotelier, the guy who ran the city store, the 
post office mistress and a peculiar woman who 
worked in the visitor centre. All told me they 
firmly believed I had been growled at by a bear, 
except the woman in the visitor centre who 
thought it was a badger. “Mmmmmm must 
have been a big badger”, I said. “They grow 
‘em big round here” She said. Then she tried to 
sell me some pepper spray. I wasn’t aware you 
could get pepper spray for badgers, but there 
you go.

After a tortuous 20 hour trip involving three 
flights (one of them delayed), a tube, train 
and taxi, I finally arrived home in Sheffield, 
exhausted, but with fifty shale samples and six 
cans of anti-badger spray (you never know!).

It was a successful and unforgettable trip with a 
fantastic group of people and I say thank you 
very much to TMS committee.
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The Grzybowski Foundation

Report from GF Chairman - Dr Mike Kaminski

With the publication of this winter’s newsletter 
the Grzybowski Foundation is pleased to renew 
its continuing collaboration with The Micro-
palaeontological Society to bring news items to 
the attention of Micropalaeontologists in East-
ern Europe and elsewhere. With the publication 
of this newsletter, the number of micropalae-
ontologists in eastern & central Europe (or ex-
pats) who receive the Newsletter has exceeded 
90. This number includes all the members of 
the Grzybowski Foundation. We wish to thank 
our dues-paying members for their continued 
support of our activities.

The big GF meeting this year will be The 8th 
Polish Micropalaeontological Workshop and 
the Annual TMS Foram-Nannofossil Group 
meetings will be held jointly at the AGH Uni-
versity of Science and Technology in Kraków. 
The meeting will take place beginning the 27th 
of June, 2011 (see Second Circular), and the 
event will consist of short courses, museum 
visits, a three-day scientific session, and a joint 
field excursion. The Second Circular and ad-
ditional information can be accessed on the 
Foundation’s website. There are two important 
dates to remember: The Registration deadline 
is March 1, and the abstract deadline is March 
15th. Through the kindness of TMS Treasurer, 
Jeremy Young, TMS members will be able pay 
the registration fee via Paypal. Please contact 
Jeremy for further information.

The other GF activity this summer will be the 
Fourth International School on Foraminifera 
in Urbino (see Conference Annoucements), 
which again seems will be another big event. 
This year, the Foraminiferal School will run 
concurrently with the Summer School of Palae-
oceanography/Palaeoclimatology. Although we 
will be on different campuses of the University, 

people who attend the courses will be able to 
meet in the “Piazza” in the evening for some 
“Gelato”. This will be yet another reason to at-
tend our course.

In September, the GF will sponsor the Micro-
palaeontology session at the 8th Romanian 
Paleontology Symposium in Bucharest. The 
meeting will take place at the University of Bu-
charest, September 29-30, and there will be 
some interesting field excursions before and af-
ter the meeting. Much in the same way that the 
Cushman Foundation sponsors a session at the 
GSA meetings, we do something similar, but on 
a more modest scale. The “Grzybowski Foun-
dation session” will be the venue for the micro-
palaeontological presentations at the meeting. 
If I may speak from experience, the Romanian 
meeting is a very interesting and friendly meet-
ing. The field excursions will be something to 
look forward to.

In terms of publications, I am pleased to report 
that the “Proceedings of the Eighth Internation-
al Workshop on Agglutinated Foraminifera” is 
in the final stages of editing, and will be pub-
lished early in 2011. Our aim is to distribute 
copies of the book at the MIKRO/TMS meeting! 
On a personal note, is it a pleasure to continue 
to be able to write this column and I appreciate 
the various news items that people have sent in. 
At the moment I am editing this section from my 
new desk at King Fahd University of Petroleum 
& Minerals in Saudi Arabia. Please make a note 
of my new email address. I’m pleased to report 
that there are now fewer than three GF mem-
bers in the Desert Kingdom!

Mike Kaminski, Chairman
<kaminski@kfupm.edu.sa>
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With the financial support of the Grzybowski 
Foundation I had the possibility to participate 
in the Forams 2010 International Symposium 
in Bonn, the birthplace of the famous composer 
Ludwik von Beethowen. The meeting was very 
well-organized due to the competence of organ-
izing staff and convenors, moreover, due to the 
accomplished lecturers who arrived from 47 
countries. At the conference there were lots of 
students for whom it was a great opportunity 
to hear lectures of well-known experts and to 
establish personal connections. The diverse 
themes give a larger overview of foraminiferal 
studies and give good ideas in connection with 
one’s own research.

At the meeting, presentations about Recent fo-
raminifera were over-represented by two star 
taxa Ammonia beccarii and Haynesina germanica, 
which is not surprising because they can be eas-
ily kept in culture. The hot spot of recent stud-
ies is pollution monitoring with foraminifera 
probably due to the financial support of differ-
ent industries. However, the keynote lecture of 
Frans Jorissen made the point that it is difficult 
to distinguish between natural stress effects and 
anthropogenic impacts. Further leading topics 
were the study of ecology, genetics, physiol-
ogy (biomineralization process) of modern fo-

raminifera and processes of isotope and trace 
element incorporation in their shells, showing 
the high role of vital effects in the geochemical 
composition of the shell and careful interpreta-
tions of the geochemical record for palaeoen-
vironmental reconstructions. Contrary to the 
relatively high number of presentations about 
physiology, there were few presentations about 
real morphofunctional analyses, which would 
be very interesting from the point of view of 
studies of extinct forms and a key to the cause 
of the high morphological diversity of foraminif-
era.

Micropalaeontological studies mainly focused 
on the fossil record from the Upper Cretaceous 
to the Holocene. There were very few presenta-
tions on Palaeozoic and Jurassic foraminifers, 
and the Triassic foraminiferal studies were com-
pletely absent probably due to the small number 
of Triassic experts. I think this tendency partly 
reflects the activity of oil and gas industries.

New technological innovations (e.g., novel 
autoclave aquaria) and new methods were in-
troduced. Three presentations (including our 
poster) dealt with high-resolution X-ray tomog-
raphy as a new method in foraminiferal inves-
tigations. Two presentations emphasized only 
the advantage of the method for volumetric 
quantification, but our poster demonstrated the 
advantages of 2D images, 3D rendering and 
sectioning for taxonomical studies in the inves-
tigation of different cryptic species of Orbulina 
universa.

On Thursday, I participated to the mid-con-
ference field trip to the famous Eocene Messel 
Quarry in Darmstadt. We got insights into the 
method of fossil extraction, and in the special 
preparation and conservation techniques. We 
visited the brand new museum where, beside 

Meeting Report
FORAMS-2010 meeting, Bonn, Germany
emoke ToTH, BuDaPesT
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the well-preserved characteristic fossils, the drill 
core that penetrated the middle part of the an-
cient crater lake was exhibited.

In the evening, the congress dinner on board 
the ship Rhein Prinzessin provided an unforget-
table experience by the elegant interior of the 
ship, the delicious food, and the extraordinary 
service. We could enjoy only a short time the 
beautiful panorama of the riverside because it 
soon became dark.

Summarizing, the meeting was very interest-
ing for me, and gave me many new ideas in 
connection with my research. It also gave me 
opportunities to meet known experts from dif-
ferent countries and to make personal contacts 

with colleagues. I’m very grateful to the Grzy-
bowski Foundation for the opportunity to par-
ticipate in this international meeting.

On the Eastern Front in 1915, the battles were 
no less desperate. The May 1915 issue of the 
London “Illustrated War News” tells of the great 
Russian offensive against the Austrian posi-
tions in the eastern province of Galicia, now in 
southeastern Poland. The battles of April 1915 
were conducted in the frozen valleys and passes 
of the Carpathian mountains, centred around 
the city of Gorlice. The Imperial Russian army 
advanced through the Great Carpathian De-
pression from Przemysl to Nowy Sacz, south-
east of Kraków, in an effort to gain access to 
the mountain passes. The fighting came within 
40 km of the city – and from there the Russians 
would have had an easy path downhill all the 
way to Vienna. Standing in the way of the Rus-
sian advance were units of the Austrian Army, 
which according to accounts of the time, had 
the reputation of being a rather disorganised 
multilingual collection of largely volunteers. In 
fact records show that Grzybowski and all his 
research assistants joined the Austrian war ef-
fort, and three of the six young men from the 
Paleontological Laboratory who joined the Pol-
ish legions were casualties of the fighting. Also 
serving in the Austrian forces on the Eastern 
Front was Grzybowski’s friend, the Viennese 
Micropalaeontologist, OberLtn. Dr. Richard J. 
Schubert, who had recently published a mono-

Richard J. Schubert: 95 years later….
mike kaminski (kfuPm)

This year on Remembrance Sunday, watching 
the war veterans and various dignitaries lay 
wreaths at the Cenotaph in London, I noticed 
that there was one notable person absent from 
the ceremonies this year. Harry Patch, who ear-
lier in the year held the title of Britain’s oldest 
man, had passed away on July 25, at the age 
of 111. Harry was famously referred to as “The 
Last Tommy”, the last surviving British Veteran 
who saw active service on the Western Front 
during the First World War. Remembrance Sun-
day honours the men who never returned from 
the Western Front.

Fig. 1. The WWI cemetery in Wietrzychowice (pho-
to by Przemyslaw Gedl).
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• Palaeobotany & Palynology
• Palaeoecology & Palaeogeography
• Taphonomy & Ichnology
• Global Oceanic Anoxic Events
• Litho- and Biostratigraphy
• Fossil Diagenesis
• Palaeontology and the Environment

Registration fees are 100 euros (half price 
for students). For additional information and 
the first circular, please contact Dr. Michaela 
Melinte-Dobrinescu at melinte@geoecomar.ro 

The Society of Romanian Palaeontologists is 
pleased to announce the dates of the Eighth 
Romanian Paleontological Symposium. The 
conference will be held at the University of Bu-
charest at the Faculty of Geology & Geophys-
ics on September 29–30, 2011. Pre- and post-
meeting field excursions are scheduled to take 
place on September 26-28, and October 1-3.

The sessions include: 
• Palaeontology of vertebrates and inverte-
brates
• Micropalaeontology (The Grzybowski Foun-
dation Session)

Romanian Paleontological Symposium

graph on the Foraminifera of the Bismarck Ar-
chipelago in which he described the planktonic 
foraminifer Globigerinoides fistulosus. Schubert’s 
name and derivations of it appear in the classi-
fication of the Foraminifera in the late Paleozoic 
family Schubertellidae, with the genera Schu-
bertella, Eoschubertella, Mesoschubertella, and 
Neoschubertella.

As reported in an editor’s postscript to an article 
written by R.J. Schubert in 1914 but published 
after the war, we learn that Schubert fell in bat-
tle near the Polish city of Nowy Sacz, which is 
about an hour’s drive southeast of Kraków.

It turns out that over 70 WWI war cemeteries 
are scattered around the countryside between 

Dukla and Nowy Sacz, which serve as remind-
ers of the conflict of the spring of 1915.  Some 
of the little cemeteries are now sadly in various 
states of disrepair.  For years I have been asking 
about the whereabouts of our colleague Schu-
bert’s resting place.  Finally in the autumn of 
2009, through the kind efforts of Marek Gedl 
Jr., an amateur WWI historian, we located 
Schubert’s monument in a separate war graves 
section of the normal parish cemetery in the 
nearly unpronounceable town of Wietrzycho-
wice, about 40 km east of Kraków.

Schubert’s memorial and the cemetery itself are 
in very good condition. The foundation stone 
marking Schubert’s grave is cracked, but the 
iron cross and the name plaque are both in 
perfectly good condition. The only thing miss-
ing is some sort of plaque that would explain 
to interested visitors who OberLtn. Schubert 
was before he entered the Austrian army. The 
100th anniversary of the battle is coming up 
in 4 years time, and one idea will be to hold 
a “Schubert symposium” at the 2015 MIKRO 
meeting, and dedicate a marker at the little war 
cemetery in Wietrzychowice. Now that Schu-
bert’s resting place is no longer “lost”, I think 
he deserves to be remembered after a hundred 
years.  The   Grzybowski Foundation will look 
into this matter and perhaps we will organize 
our own version of “Remembrance Sunday” in 
Wietrzychowice.

Fig. 2. Richard Schubert’s memorial cross and 
nameplate (photo by Przemyslaw Gedl). 
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International Nannoplankton Association

INA 13, Yamagata, Japan
inTernaTional nannoPlank-

Ton associaTion conference

5-11TH sePTemBer 2010

The 13th INA conference in Yamagata, Japan, 
was the first to be held in Asia, and attracted 
delegates from 26 countries. INA 13 was hosted 
by Ric Jordan, with help from Denise Kulhanek, 
Mitsunori Iwataki and Susumu Konno (all from 
Yamagata University) and an organising com-
mittee from other Japanese institutes: thanks 
to them (and several sponsors), an innovative, 
successful meeting was smoothly executed. 
TMS was also among the sponsors and was 
therefore listed on the printed documents and 
main posters at the front of the meeting room. 
INA 13 kicked-off on Sunday with an icebreak-
er at the Terrsa convention centre enabling us 
to catch up with friends, old and new, whist 
having the opportunity to sample local wine 
(and 7 different varieties of grape; Yamagata is 
a wine-producing region), beer and Japanese 
delicacies.

The conference began in earnest the following 
morning with a welcome ceremony conducted 
by Mr. Akio Yuki and Prof. Hirohisa Sakurai 
(President of Yamagata University and Dean of 
the Science Faculty, respectively), and contin-
ued with oral presentation sessions covering the 
whole spectrum of our discipline: Nannoplank-
ton biology, Evolution and Ecology, Morphol-

ogy and Morphometrics, Palaeo-oceans and 
Palaeoclimates, Coccolith biochemistry, Qua-
ternary and living assemblages, Stratigraphy 
and Techniques; this wide range of topics span-
ning our science only highlights the complexity 
and value of nannoplankton, both living and 
fossil, in spite of their size. Oral presentations 
and an exciting array of posters were given, 
both by experienced speakers and, encourag-
ingly, more than half by students.

INA 13 also offered an ideal forum for special-
ist workshops, held throughout the week. Jackie 
Lees and Paul Bown (University College Lon-
don) chaired a workshop outlining recent devel-
opments in Nannotax and the Palaeogene and 
Cretaceous working groups (following recent 
meetings of these groups in Houston, USA, in 
March 2009 and April 2010, respectively), and 
discussed the possibility of forming a Jurassic 
working group. Jeremy Young (Natural History 
Museum, London) convened a workshop on 
Extant Coccolithophore Taxonomy and José-
Abel Flores chaired the workshop covering 
Transfer Function and Modern Analog Tech-
niques in Coccolithophores.

Prof. Peter Westbroek (Leiden University, Neth-
erlands) the invited guest speaker, presented his 
talk: “The ratchet of limestone dynamics” and 
was an eager participant in many nannoplank-
ton discussions thoughout the meeting.

Mid-week field excursions were to the 1200 
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year old Yamadera Temple, famous for its eter-
nal flame and the 1000 steps to be climbed to 
reach it, and to the volcanic crater lake Okama 
of active Mount Zao (which last erupted 115 
years ago). The weather was not on our side, 
thick fog and mist threatened to obscure views 
of the famous crater lake, but our patience was 
rewarded, momentarily revealing vivid hues 
of blue and green. A highlight was a climb up 
to the volcanically-sourced hot springs of Zao 
where we paddled in the ‘boiling hot’ yellow, 
sulphur-encrusted streams (pH 1). Social activ-
ity continued into the evening with a picnic on 
the Yamagata University campus where several 
grades of Sake were introduced by Hisatake 
Okada (Hokkaido University) and sampled by 
everybody else!

The INA General Meeting was open to all, and 
encouraged new INA members to join. Some 
points were: 1) The importance of populating 
Nannotax. 2) The INA now owns the copyright 
to the Farinacci catalogue and this will be avail-
able on-line soon. 3) The financial state of the 
Association looks healthy, although the continu-
ation of gratefully-received voluntary donations 
means that the INA will be able to continue 
supporting students with conference participa-
tion etc. 4) Jackie Lees has stepped-down as 
JNR (Journal of Nannoplankton Research) editor, 
this position is now held by Liam Gallagher 
(Network Stratigraphic Consulting Ltd). 5) It 

was suggested that the INA should consider ac-
knowledging nannoplankton workers for note-
worthy contributions to our science.

The Japanese-style conference dinner was held 
at the Metropolitan Hotel, Yamagata, and set 
the scene for award presentations. Paul Bown 
(the current INA president) presented awards 
for ‘best student talk’ to Stacie Blair (Florida 
State University) - Pleistocene-Pliocene nanno-
fossils of IODP 317, ‘Commendations’ for oral 
presentations to Laura Pea (Università degli 
Studi di Parma) - Nannofossil record of Middle 
Eocene Climatic Optimum of ODP 702 and Ka-
zuhiro Bessho (Kyushu University) - Optimality 
model of response to ocean acidification, and 
‘Commendations’ for Student Posters to Debo-
rah Tangunan (University of the Philippines) - 
Upwelling history of the Sulu Sea, Philippines 
and Minako Katsuyama (Chiba University) 
- Morphological changes in Lower Pleistocene 
large Gephyrocapsa. The dinner was followed 
by a memorable night with impromptu Liver-
pudlian karaoke at a ‘Beatles Bar’ in Yamagata.

The post-conference field trip was well-attend-
ed. We visited a Sake brewery in Yamagata and 
then traveled east to the Pacific coast and the 
resort of Matsushima (Cedar Islands) where the 
afternoon was spent discovering local attrac-
tions such as the Godaido shrine and the bliss-
fully peaceful grounds of the Zuiganji zen-Bud-
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Upcoming Meetings of Interest
Two upcoming meetings, both of which will be held in Asia, may be of interest to colleagues in the 
nannoplankton community.

22nD Pacific science congress

14-17 June 2011
kuala lumPur, malaysia

The 22nd Pacific Science Congress will be held from June 14-17, 2011, in Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia.  Topics of interest to the nannoplankton community include sessions on ocean acidification, 
biodiversity, and climate science. Information regarding the meeting can be obtained from the 
website at http://www.22ndpsc.net/.

8TH annual meeTing of THe asia oceanic geosciences socieTy (aogs) 
8-12 augusT 2011

TaiPei, Taiwan

The Asia Oceanic Geosciences Society (AOGS) 8th Annual Meeting will be held from August 
8-12, 2011, in Taipei, Taiwan. Sessions on using geochemical and isotopic proxies, understanding 
paleoclimate, and paleoceanography are scheduled.  Information regarding the meeting can be 
obtained from the website at http://www.asiaoceania.org/society/index.asp.

dhist Temple. Following a night in the city of 
Sendai, we visited the Shinto Shiogama Shrine 
and concluded the trip by sailing around the 
picturesque, tuffaceous islands of Matsushima 
Bay.

After a wonderful week in Japan, we are look-
ing forward to INA 14, which will be held in 
the city of Cluj-Napoca, Rumania, and will be 
hosted by Carmen Chira (University of Cluj). 
Locations for INA 15+ are also already being 
considered; so far offers put forward include 
Houston (USA), Washington DC (USA) and 
Shanghai (China).

Emma Sheldon (Denise Kulhanek & Karl-Heinz 
Baumann)
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Obituaries
Prof. Gerhard Hartmann
5 DecemBer 1928-14 July 2010

accompanied him throughout his life: the mor-
phology, biodiversity and distribution of Ostra-
coda.

Having problems in getting a job in Germany 
after the war he took an offer to work in Central 
and South America. In El Salvador he investi-
gated the littoral fauna in the mangrove region. 
During a stay in Chile he was the director of the 
Biological Station in Concepción.

Back in Germany he worked at first in the 
Museum in Osnabrück, then from 1961 to his 
retirement 1994 in the Zoological Museum in 
Hamburg, Germany.

In 1963 he got his habilitation degree with the 
paper on the phylogeny and systematics of os-
tracods.

In 1964 he took part in the first International 
Symposium on Ostracods in Naples.

In 1968 he was appointed to a professorship at 
Hamburg University.

He published his main review on ostracods in 
5 volumes of BRONNS Klassen und Ordnun-
gen des Tierreiches in 1966 – 1975. This work 
reviewed the main part of the literature at that 
time in all aspects of ostracod research from 
morphology, histology, systematics and phylog-
eny to ecology. It still now offers a wealth of 
information.

His main activity together with his wife Gesa 
Hartmann-Schröder, a well known scientist in 
Polychaeta, was to investigate the littoral fauna 
along the cold water coasts of the southern con-
tinents. He achieved this in conducting several 
expeditions with his wife Gesa. The publica-
tions in 1962 and 1965 cover the coastline of 
Chile in South America. In 1974 the southern 

Prof. Dr Dr hc. Gerhard Hartmann was one of 
the prominent representatives of zoological os-
tracod research in Germany. He enlarged the 
line of remarkable German zoologists work-
ing on Ostracoda such as G.W. Müller, Erna 
Schreiber and Walter Klie.

Prof. Dr Dr hc. Gerhard Hartmann died on the 
14th of July 2010 at the age of 81 years.

We all will miss him, for he was an outstand-
ing scientist and good teacher. His main interest 
was the biodiversity, distribution and conserva-
tion of ostracods.

He was born in Goslar, Germany on the 5th of 
December 1928. 

As a young boy he was already fascinated by 
nature. At that time his special interest was bird 
research. So as early as 1947 he published his 
first paper on the height distribution of birds in 
the Harz Mountains. He also worked as a war-
den on a bird sanctuary in the Wadden Sea.
At the University of Kiel, Germany, he studied 
Zoology, Botany, Chemistry and Geology. One 
of his teachers was Adolf Remane whose ide-
as influenced the work of Gerhard Hartmann 
through all his life. After receiving his PhD de-
gree in 1953 he worked on the subject which 
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Professor Emeritus Noriyuki Ikeya of Shizuoka 
University, Japan, passed away during the night 
of November 4, 2010. He was 72 years old. He 
had fought against cancer for the last few years.

Nori had been the magnificent leader of Japa-
nese paleontology and international ostra-
codology. He was the president of Japanese 
Paleontological Society (1997-1999) and the 

chair of IRGO (1997-2001). Nori organized 
two International Symposia on Ostracoda, one 
in 1985 and another in 2001, both at Shizuoka.  
For his long contributions to paleontology, he 
was given the Society Medal of the Japanese
Paleontological Society in 2007.

Akira Tsukagoshi and Takahiro Kamiya

coast of Africa was the topic of their publica-
tions. And in the years 1979 to 1994 they pub-
lished several papers on the Australian fauna. 
These expeditions, funded by the German Re-
search Foundation, were carried out by buying 
a van, filling it with expedition goods and a tent 
and then going for nearly half a year around 
the coastlines. This way they came in contact 
with a lot of different people. With their nice 
and friendly attitude they made a lot of friends 
on these expeditions and had thus a deep in-
sight of the problems and advantages of all the 
countries they visited.

After having finished the southern coastlines 
Gerhard Hartmann focussed his scientific inter-
est now on the Arctic and Antarctic waters. He 
had been on several expeditions to both areas. 
Several publications in the years 1992-94 gave 
the scientific results of this period.

Parallel to all of these activities he was active 
in nature protection. In the years 1978 to 1983 
he led the Schleswig-Holstein association of the 
BUND (Federal association on environment 
and conservation in Germany). From 1985 to 
1990 he was the leader of the Hamburg part of 
the NABU (Nature Conservation Association). 
Besides that he was speaker of the WWF Inter-
national Committee for the conservation of the 
Wadden Sea.

After his retirement he concentrated even more 
on the nature conservation problems and led 

the Naturwissenschaftlichen Verein Goslar 
from 1997 to 2002. Here he got involved into 
politics and was until 2006 also the mediator 
between the conservationists and the political 
committees.

Gerhard Hartmann was, besides his very ac-
tive life, always fighting for human rights and a 
careful attention towards nature. This was also 
the reason besides his professional work that he 
received in 1995 the Honorary Doctorate of the 
University of Fairbanks in Alaska.

His commitment to the education of several 
generations of students in the University of 
Hamburg is still highly acknowledged by his 
former pupils. His understanding attitude and 
friendly help in all circumstances always gave 
them a secure feeling. His friendly and enjoy-
able excitement, especially in scientific related 
subjects, carried many of them to a better un-
derstanding and acceptance of research activi-
ties. Never-to-be-forgotten are his lectures on 
the systematics of animals when he was draw-
ing with both hands at the same time the mor-
phological structures in different colours on the 
blackboard and the poor students had to keep 
up with drawing the same into their notebooks.

We will always remember him as a very compe-
tent ostracodologist and as a wonderful person.

Dr. Dietmar Keyser
Hamburg, 28. November 2010

Prof. Noriyuki Ikeya
4 novemBer 2010
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Latest News
VI European Congress of Protistology

25-29 July 2011
Berlin

A workshop entitled ”Forams and Radiolaria: getting together” will be organized during the VI 
European Congress of Protistology (ECOP) in Berlin, on 25-29 July 2011
http://www.ecop2011.org/

Recent phylogenomic study (Burki et al. BMC Evol. Biol. 2010) showed a strong support for 
relationship between Foraminifera and Acantharea. This grouping was inferred also from some 
rDNA analyses, including Polycystinea, but the evidence was rather weak. Traditionally, the 
foraminiferans and radiolarians are considered as unrelated, and there are few studies comparing 
their morphology, biology and ecology. Little is known also about common traits in evolutionary 
history of these two most important groups of microfossils.

The objective of the workshop is to fill this gap by getting together the specialists of forams and 
radiolarians to discuss the possible common features of both groups. I hope that the workshop 
could be attended by experts in different fields, including protistology, cell biology, ecology and 
geology. The exchange of their experience and knowledge will be essential for better understand-
ing the origin and evolution of both groups and will help searching for their common ancestor.

The ECOP organizers have allocated up to 2 hours for this workshop making time for few talks 
related to the topic. If you are interested to participate in the workshop and you wish to present a 
talk or poster please let me know and send the abstract to the ECOP.
http://www.ecop2011.org/submission.html

The deadline for abstract submission is the 15th of February.

Jan Pawlowski

The Brian J. O’Neill Memorial Student Grant-in-aid for 
PhD Research in Stratigraphic Micropalaeontology
The Grzybowski Foundation is pleased to announce a call for proposals for the Brian J. O’Neill 
Memorial Student Grant-in-aid for Research in Stratigraphic Micropalaeontology. Brian O’Neill 
was a long-time member of the Grzybowski Foundation and an active participant in the Interna-
tional Workshops on Agglutinated Foraminifera. The establishment of the Grzybowski Founda-
tion’s Brian J. O’Neill Memorial Student Grant-in-aid honors Brian’s contributions in the field of 
Stratigraphic Micropalaeontology. The Grant-in-Aid will consist of a research grant in the amount 
of $1,000 USD, plus an additional travel grant to attend the MIKRO- workshop in Poland.

Eligibility:
The Grant in Aid is open to Ph.D. students carrying out a project in stratigraphic micropalaeontol-
ogy at a university or research institution in one of the “New European” countries (Poland, Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, the Baltic Countries, and the Ukraine). The grant 
is to be used to cover research-related expenses (i.e. field work, laboratory consumables and sup-
plies), and may be used to support research on any aspect of Stratigraphic Micropalaeontology. 
Applicants should submit an application form available from the GF website, or from Mike Kamin-
ski (kaminski@kfupm.edu.sa), their current CV, and a letter of support from their supervisor.
The application deadline is June 1, 2011.
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Micropalaeontology Diary
2011

 Feb 28  Grant-in-Aid application deadline   p.23

 Feb 28  Nomination deadline for Alan Higgins Award  p.23

 Feb 28  Nomination deadline for Charles Downie Award p.23

 Mar 31-Apr 1 TMS Silicofossil-Palynology Group meeting - Tromsø p.3

 Jun 14-17 22nd Pacific Science Congress - Kuala Lumpur  p.42

 Jun 27-30 MIKRO 2011 - 8th Polish Workshop - Krakow  p.6

 Jun 27-30 TMS Foram-Nanno Groups’ meeting - Krakow  p.6

 Jul 13-22 4th Course International School on Foraminifera,

   Urbino      p.7

 Jul 25-28 7th European Ostracodologists Meeting - Graz  p.4

 Jul 25-29 6th ECOP - Berlin     p.45

 Aug 8-12  8th AOGS - Taipei     p.42

 Aug 28-Sept 2 DINO9 - Liverpool     p.27

 Aug 31-Sept 3 ILIC 2011 - Konstanz    p.3

 Sept 4-7  TMS Silicofossil Group meeting - Lille   p.5

 Sept 3-8  44th Annual Palynological Society - Southampton p.27

 Sept 15-22 EMMM 2011 - St Petersburg/Moscow   p.6

 Sept 21-23 RCMNS-RCANS Interim Colloquium - Salamanca p.5

 Sept 29-30 Romanian Paleontological Symposium - Bucharest p.39

2012

 May 30-Jun 1 24th ROLF - Geneva (provisional)   p.4

 Aug 23-30 IPC XIII/IOPC IX - Tokyo    p.27

 Sept  9th Intl. workshop on agglutinating forams - Zaragosa 
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Global Geoscience Knowledge    Global Geoscience Solutions

Biostratigraphy Module

�over 25,000 digital biostratigraphic datums to reduce risk and 
uncertainty in stratigraphic modelling

�unique, quality-assured synthesis of the relationship of local 
biostratigraphic schemes to the global standards of 
biostratigraphy

�essential tool for biostratigraphers and exploration geoscientists 
undertaking stratigraphic correlation studies

For more information please contact:

0044 (0)1235 442699   Visit www.neftex.com

mike.simmons@neftex.com
james.etienne@neftex.com

A set of global biostratigraphic calibration 

charts with key local biozone and bioevent 

schemes calibrated to global standards

provided as digital datapacks compatible with
Time Scale Creator Pro
(software available separately from the International Commission on Stratigraphy)
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Palytech Processing Ltd
PALYNOLOGICAL & MICROPALAEONTOLOGICAL

PROCESSING & SUPPLIES

2 Lorn St, Birkenhead, Wirral, CH41 6AR, UK
Tel: 00 44 (0)151 666 8406
Fax: 00 44 (0)151 647 3641

Email: palylab@aol.com

High quality processing in our fully dedicated laboratory. 
 Separate washing, 

crushing and slide making facilities
* 

Processing specific to your requirements
*

Notification of sample receipt, progress and dispatch
*

Friendly, helpful and reliable service
*

Confidentiality assured
*

Highly competitive prices
*

All project sizes undertaken
*

Free trial sample processing on request
*

Nanno preparation
*

Partial processing for spore colour,
vitrinite reflectance,

and geochemistry
*

We also offer competitive prices on nylon/polyester sieve mesh,
improved sieve mesh holders and metal sieves for
washing cuttings, top sieving. micropalaeo, etc.

*
Other laboratory services on request.

Your Requirements Are Our 
Priority
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Don’t forget - every sale you make with Amazon 
earns money for TMS if you click through the link 
on our home page - it really works!

www.tmsoc.org
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The Paly Parlour

The one-stop shop for all your bio & chemostratigraphic
laboratory services!

Dr Rae Jones
15 years experience, references available
State-of-the-art local authority backed lab

Also Hotshots, Micro, Nanno, Kerogen, Vitrinite, etc.

For barren strata we can offer additional
chemostrat processing, analysis and interpretation

Unit F4 Britannia Enterprise Centre
Pengam Rd, Blackwood, Caerphilly, NP12 3SP

Mobile 07841 750 945, Fax/Ansa 01443 862 331
Email rae330@btinternet.com

Let your samples unbind in our hot spas
Enjoy a break with a relaxing massage

Release the tensions of millions of years of sedimentary
confinement in our saunas
Lighten up in our jacuzzi

Then shed any remaining mineralogical inhibitions

Why?

Because your fossils mean everything to you!
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